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HEABINGS KEGAKDINGr COMMUNIST|fACTIVITIES IN 
THE CINCINNATI, OHIO, AEEA 



WEDNESDAY, JULY 18, 1950 

United States House op Representatives, 

Subcommittee of the 
Committee on Un-American Activities, 

Washington, D. O. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

A subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities- met 
pursuant to call at 2 p. m t in room 226, Old House Office Building, 
Hon. Burr P. Harrison presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Burr P. Harrison, 
John McSweeney (arriving as noted) , Francis Case, Harold H. Velde, 
and Bernard W. Kearney. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr. counsel; Donald T. 
Appell, investigator; and A. S. Poore, editor. 

Mr. Harrison. The committee will come to order. 

This is a subcommittee designated by the chairman, consisting of 
Messrs. Case, Velde, Kearney, Harrison, and McSweeney, a quorum 
being present. 

Who is your first witness ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. John J. Edmiston. 

Mr. Harrison. Will you hold up your right hand? You solemnly 
swear that in the evidence you give before this subcommittee you will 
speak the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Edmiston. I do. 

TESTIMONY OE JOHN J. EDMISTON 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your full name, please? 

Mr. Edmiston. John J. Edmiston. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your present address? 

Mr. Edmiston. My present address is Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born? 

Mr. Edmiston. I was born November 3, 1899, in Columbus, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state to the committee in a brief way your 
educational background? 

Mr. Edmiston. Yes. I am a graduate of New Lexington, Ohio, 
high school; and Ohio State University in 1919; and Harvard Law 
School in 1922. * 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee a resume of your em- 
ployment background? 
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Mr. Edmiston. Yes. I began by practicing law in Florida in 1924, 
practicing there until the end of 1928, at which time I went into real 
estate work to handle some property of my father's That continued 
until 1934, when I began with newspaper and radio work. There- 
after I was a news commentator for Muzak, Inc., in Cleveland until 
1936, at which time I joined the staff of the Toledo News,-Bee as 
financial reporter. Following that I went into press agenting or 
public-relations work during the years 1938, 1939, and 1940, and con- 
tinued to be in publicity and public-relations work in a nominal way 
during 1940 and 1941. 

Since then I was employed at the Wright-Patterson Air Base from 
1942 until 1947. Then I joined the staff of the Dayton Journal- 
Herald, where I am at the present time as business reporter. 

Mr. Case. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Harrison. Mr. Case. 

Mr. Case. Will you state your connection at the Wright-Patterson 
Air Base? 

Mr. Edmiston. I was connected with the motion-picture unit in 
production work. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Edmiston, are you now or have you ever been 
a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr, Edmiston. I am not now, but I have been a member of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you describe to the committee the circum- 
stances under which you first joined the Communist Party ? 

(Kepresentative McSweeney enters hearing room.) 

Mr. Harrison. Let the record show that Mr. McSweeney is here. 

Mr. Edmiston. A question, if you please. Shall I begin at the very 
beginning of the story ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Begin anywhere you desire so as to give the 
committee an idea of the circumstances under which you, became a 
member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Edmiston. Sometime early in 1931 or 1932 1 became acquainted 
with a man by the name of E. S. Grattan, G-r-a-t-t-a-n, of Columbus. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us that name again? 

Mr. Edmiston. Grattan, G-r-a-t-t-a-n. He was a compositor on 
one of the Columbus newspapers. He was a very interesting fellow 
who had had a very interesting background. As a motherless child 
he had traveled with his father, who was very active in the Inter- 
national Workers of the World, the IWW's or the "Wobblies," as 
sometimes identified. That was back during World War I days. 

Grattan was a person of considerable left-wing tendencies, and was 
strong in the International Typographical Union. I got to see a good 
deal of Grattan from that time on until 1934, at which time I left 
Columbus. 

I returned to Columbus in 1938 and happened to run into Grattan 
on the street, and asked him : "What are you up to now, Steve?" He 
saicL "I am secretary now of the Communist Party." 

Mr. Tavenner. At what place? 

Mr. Edmiston. In Columbus, Ohio. My wife was present with me. 
We went out to his apartment, and there were a number of young 
women out there whom he introduced as comrades.^ We paid no atten- 
tion to their names. They were busy grinding mimeographs, getting 
out literature. We probably stayed in his place 15 or 20 minutes. 
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The 1 next we saw of Grattan was in 1939, after we had 1 moved back 
to Columbus from Toledo. At that time he was still Communist Party- 
secret ary, and had gone into a full-time job and had given up his work 
as compositor on a newspaper. 

On both of those occasions he had asked us to join the Communist 
Party. He had known us for quite awhile. We didn't feel we were 
particularly interested. Our interest came about in a strange way. 

Late in 1939, at the time of the Hitler-Stalin pact or just a week or 
so afterward, I ran into his wife Nelrene downtown one afternoon, 
and asked her: "Where is Steve?" She was very mysterious. She 
said he was out of town, but wouldn't disclose where he was. I kidded 
her quite a bit, and she finally said he was away at a workers' school 
for the party and was going through a new indoctrination,. and that 
the party line had changed. All those words meant nothing to me at 
that time. 

Inasmuch as she said she had no place to stay, to room, my wife and 
I invited her to say with us. We lived on Findlay Avenue in Colum- 
bus. We had a spare bedroom and she occupied it for almost 2 months. 

A number of odd incidents happened. People began flitting in* and 
out of the house without so much as "by your leave," and they wore 
their hats over their noses pretty much. We were not introduced to 
them, but heard their first names from time to time. The nature of 
the talk they had on reports on the Russo-Finn war was quite different 
from what we read in the newspapers. We didn't like it. During the 
last part of her stay with us, my wife and I had a serious talk, and 
said somebody ought to break up this conspiratorial organization. 
We had seen enough to know these people were potential enemies of 
this country, and if the time came that we were involved in World War 
II, these people would be lined up against us. At that time we did 
nothing about it. It had gone into January or February. 

One day^ I chanced on a friend of mine who was accompanied 
by a detective for the Ohio Fuel Gas Co. His name was Lawrence W. 
Gerth, G-e-r-t-h, of Columbus. We had luncheon together, and Gerth 
said he was very much interested at that time in finding out the status 
of an organization that had been backing a series of sustained rate 
cases against the utilities company. The name of this organization 
was the Women Shoppers League. ^ 

I immediately spoke up and said: "That is a Communist Party 
front." He was very much interested, and said : "Can' you prove it?" 
I said : "Certainly I can, if necessary." He said : "Is there any way 
you can help in making an investigation?" I said: "Yes; we could 
probably get 'some information from the Communist Party secretary." 
He said: "Do you know that person?" I said: "Yes; Grattan." 

Mr. Velde. Will you fix the date again? 

Mr. Edmiston". . That was in March of 1940. I have no memorandum 
on that particular part of our experience. 

He suggested that inasmuch as we had an opening, why didn't we. 
get into this organization as under-cover operatives for a governmental 
agency, and he agreed that if we would turn in reports on Communist 
Party activities such as we could find to him ; he would in turn turn 
them over to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

We felt that was fair enough. We began making contacts with 
Grattan, and very shortly my wife was assigned by Grattan to go into 
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the Women Shoppers League. She became a member of that organ- 
ization and became active in it. 

At the same time, I took a different tack, and Grattan suggested 
that inasmuch as I had no particular employment at that time and had 
lost one of my best publicity accounts, that I join the Workers Alliance, 
since I would be probably eligible for WPA employment* I attended 
several meetings of the Workers Alliance and became a member, I 
think, on the second meeting* Shortly after that my wife also joined 
that organization and became active in it, at Grattan's suggestion, 

We found during the course of the spring and summer of 1940 that 
the Workers Alliance was a completely Communist-dominated, Com- 
munist-front organization. At that time there were a number of 
Communist Party members who were active in the organization and 
holding various posts* 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you at this time give us the names of those 
persons active in the Workers Alliance who were known to you, either 
at that time or at a later time, as being members of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr, Edsiiston. Yes, I will. The first person who was actually as- 
signed in charge of the Workers Alliance overseeing all activities, 
and who was directly responsible to Grattan as party secretary, was 
Joseph Gross, an instructor in entomology at Ohio State University- 
He was succeeded by a man named Joseph Socoloff, S-o-c-o-l-o-f-f* 
Socoloff had two aliases of which we knew* - One was Sokol, S-o-k-o-1, 
and tlie other was the rather fanciful name of Comrade Falcon. He 
was the party organizer at that time in the Columbus section of the 
Communist Party, and was directly responsible to Steve Grattan and 
to the Franklin County Committee. 

Mr, Tave^ker, When you say of the Franklin County Committee, 
you mean committee of what organization? 

Mr* Edmiston* Of the Communist Party ; the Franklin County Ex- 
ecutive Committee, I believe was the correct name. 

Other Communist Party members who were very active in the 
organization were: Jack Perloff, P-e-r-l-o-f-f, and his wife Ruth 
Perloff* Jack Perloff had from time to time acted as Young Com- 
munist League organizer at Ohio State University. His wife, Ruth 
Perloff, was a member of the Franklin County Executive Committee. 
She usually did not attend Workers Alliance meetings, but Jack was 
always present at these meetings. 

Other Communist Party members were largely associated with 
what was then called the South Side Branch* Prominent in that 
branch was a man named David Jackson. 

Mr* Tavenner, When you speak of the South Side Branch, do you 
mean the South Side Branch of Workers Alliance? 

Mr. Edmistoit, Of the Communist Party. 

Mr* Tavehner. Before we come to that I would appreciate your 
answering the question fully as to how you actually became a member 
of the Communist Party, and then we will get into the subject of the 
various branches, 

Mr* Bdliistoh. Very well. Through our work in the Workers Al- 
liance we came very shortly to be associated with the Peace League 
activities of tire Communist Party* At that time a great number of 
peace leagues were springing up which had been sponsored by the 
group known as the Yanks Are Not Coming of the Communist Party 
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of the United States. These YANC groups were formed in every 
instance, or were engineered, in the Communist Party sections in the 
various communities. 

Mr. Case. What was the name of that organization ? 

Mr. Edmston. The Yanks Are Not Coming, and that was known 
as the YANC's, Y-A-N-C-s. 

Mr. Kearney. Y-A-N-C? 

Mr. Edmiston. That is right, sir. We were active in several of the 
local "peace leagues" which were formed under the YANC's, as well 
as Workers Alliance. There was the North Side Peace League, which 
maintained its* headquarters in the Indianola Methodist Church, and 
the South Side Peace League centered around the membership of the 
Workers Alliance. The Linden Peace League was a part of the north- 
east section of Columbus. The Linden Peace League was not suc- 
cessful. The other groups got fairly good membership. The North 
Side must have had 200 members from members of the Communist 
Party, fellow travelers, people who were on the faculty of Ohio State 
University, and people living in the north end of Columbus. 

Our activities in the Workers Alliance and in these "peace leagues" 
were such that we were assigned as delegates from the Workers Al- 
liance to attend a national convention of the Workers Alliance in 
Chicago beginning, on September 28, 1940, and a following national 
convention called the Emergency Peace Mobilization, which was car- 
ried forward under the sponsorship of the Communist Party in that 
city, beginning-, I think, on the 30th of September. 

I must correct myself. I said the 28th of September. That was 
the 28th of August. The first of September, I believe, the Emergency 
Peace Mobilization began. 

In the meantime we had not become actual members of the Com- 
munist Party, although we had on one occasion, at least, sat in on a 
party unit meeting to decide the policies of the Workers Alliance. 

Meanwhile, the party had another project going on in Ohio at that 
time, and that was to place the names of Earl Browder, Communist 
candidate for President, and James Ford, the. candidate for Vice 
President, on the Ohio ballot. Getting these names on the ballot was 
to be obtained by petitions, which I believe required 10,000 signatures. 

A number of these petitions were assigned to Grattan to give to 
his members to circulate through Columbus and nearby communities. 
Martha, my wife, and myself, helped circulate those petitions. 

I must explain that our methods of obtaining signatures on these 
petitions were fraudulent. It came about in this way : The original 
petition recited, in effect: "This is a petition to put the names of 
Earl Browder and James Ford as Communist Party candidates on 
the Ohio ballot." There were some other recitations. 

That appears, as I will try to show the committee, at the top of 
a petition lined down for signatures. That recitation was turned 
under ; another recitation was substituted on the top, and the petition 
was carried on a clip board so that the signer of the paper saw not what 
was actually on the petition, but what was on the superimposed strip 
of paper. What the recitations were on that, I don't remember thor- 
oughly, but.it had to do with a general movement for world peace and 
security and a few general statements like that, and people generally 
made no objections to signing those petitions. However, the fraud 
w«« uncovered by Ralph Bartlett, who was then county prosecutor. 
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During that time that we were in Chicago, warrants were issued for 
Martha, who was not a Communist Party member but who had been 
a petition circulator, and six other people from Columbus who were 
Communist Party members: Nelrene Grattan, party treasurer and 
wife of Steve Grattan; Jack Perloff; Ruth Perloff; Bessie Gearing; 
Donald Rodgers and his wife Esther Rodgers. That, I believe, makes 
six in addition to Martha. For those seven persons warrants were 
issued. 

While we were in Chicago attending this meeting with members 
of the Communist Party, we received word from Columbus that the 
warrants had been issued, on the final day of the Emergency Peace 
Mobilization to which we were Workers Alliance delegates. 

We returned immediately to Columbus, Martha and myself; Lula 
Mae Leigh ; Betty Townsend ; and two other persons. I am not certain 
whether J ack and Ruth Peiioff returned with us or not. We had gone 
to Chicago together, the six of us. 

Grattan was very much disturbed over the issuance of the warrants, 
and when .we first heard the news in Chicago Martha was very much 
upset, and she told Communist Party members, she felt very helpless, 
because Communist Party members had legal counsel, but she was not 
a member of the party and had acted as an independent agent, fol- 
lowing party-line instructions, and she felt she was helpless and would 
have no protection whatever. 

That caused a furore. ^ Several people from New York suggested 
we move immediately to New York without receiving process or sum- 
mons and become members there. Similar offers were made by people 
in Chicago. We decided to return to Columbus. 

We returned to Columbus on the evening of September 3, 1940. 
The following night we were summoned to Grattan's house at the cor- 
ner of Sixth and Summit Streets, and we were inducted into the Com- 
munist Party. 

(Representative McSweeney leaves hearing room.) 

Mr. Hakrisok. Let the record show that Mr. McSweeney left. 

Mr. Edmiston. There were present at that time E. S. Grattan, Com- 
munist Party secretary who extended the invitation to join; Joseph , 
Socoloff; Jack Perloff; Ruth Perloff; Bernard Rucker, a member of 
the Franklin County Executive Committee of the Communist Party; 
and Nelrene Grattan. Those are all I remember. 

We accepted the invitation to join. Then arose the question as to 
what unit of the party we would be placed in. Nelrene Grattan, the 
party treasurer, suggested we be sent to her unit. She was a unit 
chief in her organization. Steve demurred. 

It finally was decided we would be assigned to a new unit which 
was to be formed headed by Joseph Socoloff, the party organizer. 
The people in that unit were to be Martha ; Betty Townsend, who had 
come with us to Chicago and who was to be proposed for membership ; 
and a man by the name of John — I don't remember John's last name. 
He never joined the unit, so that is probably why I don't remember 
it. He had been a member of the Workers Alliance. He was a man 
aged about 50, 1 should say. I may recall his name later during the 
testimony. At any meetings we attended subsequent to that, however, 
John never joined. I think he had no interest— this is purely a mat- 
ter of opinion — in the party. 
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Our first meeting in the party was held a very few days after our 
induction in the party, and it was held at the home of Betty Town- 
send, a Negro girl, who lived on the east side of Columbus. 

Mr. Tavenner. Up to that time, had you been furnishing 'reports 
or records of what occurred to the officer that you mentioned m the 
earlier part of your testimony? t 

Mr. Edmiston. Yes. We had been furnishing reports. We be- 

§an by furnishing them to Lawrence Gerth, with the understanding, 
ley were to be turned over to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
After perhaps a month and a half or 2 months we mentioned the 
matter of the reports to Gerth, and asked if he didn't feel by that- 
time there had been sufficient information uncovered to be of value to 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, because we had been making dis- 
closures as to these spurious peace organizations and their formation, 
and they were considered by the Communist Party in that section 
as very important work and were meeting with success. 

Gerth said he felt the time was right to turn them over to the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation. 

From that time on, there is a period over which I must give you. 
hearsay. Gerth told us several days later that he had made contact 
with the FBI agent in Columbus, and they had declined to receive 
reports from him inasmuch as he was a detective and it was not the 
policy of the Federal Bureau of Investigation to receive reports 
through the hands of a third person. That was his account of it. 
He was not very happy about it. , . 

Shortly after that we asked him to make another try, which I think 
he did. Later we told Gerth that we felt it was time for him to 
either pass out of the proposition or do something about turning over 
the reports to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. By that time he 
said to us that if we did turn over reports it would not he with his 
consent. However, there was nothing he could do to stop us from 
giving the FBI full information. 

We continued, during the time we were not Communist Party mem- 
bers, most of that time, to supply reports to Gerth. We began some- 
time in July or early August of that year turning over full reports 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and we continued to furnish 
reports, which were made almost daily, from that time on until late 
in December 1941. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you prepare the -reports which you sub- 
mitted, with reference to the meetings which were held ? 

Mr. Edmiston. Let us take, for example, if a meeting was held in the 
evening, beginning at 8 o'clock and was through at about 10 o'clock. 
We made notes immediately, carried those notes to our home and typed 
them and turned in a report, which was mailed to a post-office, box 
in Cincinnati. 

Mr. Tavenster. Do you have in your possession copies of any of 
those reports? 

Mr. Edmiston. Yes ; we do have. We have copies of some of those 
reports covering a period which began in October 1940 to November 
of 1941. - 

Mr. Tavenner. Also, unless the chairman rules otherwise, you will 
be permitted to refresh your recollection from the examination of those 
reports on any questioii that I may ask you. 
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Mr, Edmiston, Thank you, 

Mr, Haerisok. These records that you are referring to now were 
made at the time ; were they ? 

Mr. EnMiSTOtt. They were made at the time, that is right, usually 
within a matter of a few hours after the action took place. 

Mr. Harrison, And they are carbons - are they? 

Mr. Edbiiston. They are carbons of the origijial reports which were 
turned in to the FBI. 

Mr. Harbison. All right, sir. ^ < 

Mr. Tavenner. In your earlier testimony you described your af- 
filiation with the Workers Alliance, and I askeil you th& question, who 
were the active ones in the Workers Alliance — thai % who in the 
Workers Alliance were members of the Communist Party to your 
knowledge. 

Mr, Edmiston. That's right, 

Mr, Taveknek. I do not know whether you completed your answer, 

Mr. Edmiston, I did not complete my answer I fear. I think I 
gave at that time the names of Joseph Gross, Joseph Socoloff, Jack 
Perloff and Ruth Perloii', and David Jackson* I got that far, I think, 
with the list of names in previous testimony, 

In addition, other Communist Party members were assigned to 
the Workers Alliance: Dave's wife, Leila Jackson, and his daughter, 
Lula Mae Leigh — L-e-i-g-h — whom we have mentioned before, Ollie. 
Oliver, that is, Broce — B-r-o-c-e — Herbert Siens — 8-i-e-n-s— Donald 
Rodgers, and Esther Rodgers. 

Mr. Tavenner, Let me interrupt a minute, I wish you would in 
giving these names state the occupation and employment of each 
individual. 

Mr, Edsiiston. With respect to the party? 

Mr. TavEjN-ster. If you recall it. 

Mr. EoaiisTOK* With respect to the party? 

Mr, Tavenster. Yes. 

Mr. Edmiston. Very well. If- 1 m£y.g$ buck across the list then: 
Gross, acting party organizer, during 1939. 

Mr. Tavenker, Did he have any rtiher employment? 

Mr, Edmiston. Yes. He was entomolqg lei instructor at Ohio State 
University. I have forgotten what Joseph SocolofFs employment was 
during this period, He was very active, however, as the party organ- 
izer for the Columbus section, I am sorry I can't name his employ- 
ment, Jack Perloff was a licensed peddler- He had a Columbus city 
license, and he had a peddling stand on the Central Market in Colum- 
bus. I believe Ruth Perloff , his wife, was unemployed, and, as men- 
tioned, she was a member of the Franklin County Central Executive 
Committee, David Jackson was an employee of the Buckeye Steel 
Castings Co, Lelia Jackson, housewife. I don't know where Lula 
Mae Leigh was employed, 

I understand that Broce also was employed at the Buckeye Steel 
Casting Co. While we were in Columbus, Herbert Siens was vari- 
ously employed, first by the F* & R. Lazrus Co, and later by the Colum- 
bus Citizen, a newspaper, in the business office. 

Further names on there are Donald Rodgers, To the best of my 
recollection, Donald Rodgers was marketing vegetables, I don't re- 
member what other positions he might have had from time to time. 
His wife, Esther Rodgers, was a housewife. 
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, I will add another name to that list, Bessie Gearing, G-e-a-r-i-n-g, 
who was later assigned to the Workers Alliance in 1941 by Grattan. 
She maintained a ropming house on "West Lane Avenue in Columbus 
and received a pension from the Pennsylvania Railroad. I believe 
the Pennsylvania Eailroad. Her husband had been a railroad "man. 

YCL, Young Communist League, people who may have been active 
in the Workers Alliance at that time were — correction, I will add one. 
more Communist Party name on that. Betty— Ruth Townsend; I 
beg your pardon. I don't know her occupation. Her daughter, Betty 
Townsend, Young Communist League member,, also was a member of 
a youth auxiliary, which was formed for the Workers Alliance. And 
another little girl by the name of Erlene Burge, B-u-r-g-e, who was 
a member of the YCL. Both these children were unemployed. 

Those, I believe, are substantially all of the members that I can 
remember of the Communist Party who were active in guiding the 
decisions of the Workers Alliance. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were all of these persons known to you as members 
of the Communist Party? 

(Eepresentative McSweeney enters hearing room.) 

Mr. Edmiston. Yes ; and may I describe the manner in which we 
determined who were members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Tavenner. I would be very glad for you to. 

Mr. Edmiston. In making these decisions we could not rely upon 
hearsay. We must have our own personal experience to assure us 
that these people were actual and active members of the party. We 
depended upon identification only by the party secretary or the party 
organizer. These people were in a position to give us assignments, and 
if they identified another person as a, Communist Party member to 
us it was because they intended we should know that person was a 
Communist Party member. That .had been carefully explained to us 
during our earliest indoctrination in the party. So that identification 
by a superior officer in the party was one method by which we 
determined. 

The second was, if a person were brought before that officer for 
instructions with us at the same time and we received the same assign- 
ment, both carried out the assignment and returned reports, and it 
was strictly a Communist Party assignment to act within a party- 
front organization, and both returned reports ; even though that person 
was not identified absolutely as a Communist Party member, we felt 
we were entitled to state that he was. 

The third method, of course, was very simple, and that was by 
attendance in a closed meeting of the Communist Party at which 
instructions were given, or at which party action was taken which 
could only be handled by party members themselves. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question ? 

Mr. Harrison. Yes. 

Mr. Kearney. On these so-called closed meetings, they were open 
only to members of the Communist Party ? 
Mr. Edmiston. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you identify each of the persons you have 
named by one or more of the three methods that you have described? 
Mr. Edmiston. That is ri^ht. 

Mr. Tavenner. In connection with your work in the Workers Alli- 
ance, did you have occasion to determine to what extent the Commu- 
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Jiist Party line was handed down to the rank and file of the Workers 
Alliance and how it was done? 

Mr. Edmistok, Yes; we did. 

Mr, TAVENNm Will you describe that, please? 

Mi\Edmiston. VerywelL It was handed down in several fashions; 
and, of course, we were able to determine the extent of it exactly 
because Steve Grattan> the Communist Party secretary in Columbus, 
outlined very clearly to us what the Gommunist Party policy was with 
respect to the Workers Alliance. When we had gone mto file organi- 
zation originally, he had told us that we would receive our cues as to 
how to act in that organization from him. Later on he specified that 
we would receive our cues from Socoloff and from Perloff, whom, of 
course, he identified to us in their proper party capacities. 

Usually decisions.were made at the headquarters of the Communist 
Party in Columbus, which was the residence of Steve Grattan* Per- 
loff usually brought the word from Steye^ telling such fellow Com- 
munist Party members of the alliance, "These are our instructions, 
and this is what we will do.'* For instance, at the time when the 
Workers Alliance was instructed to take part in the formation of the 
peace leagues which were formed in the city, that word was brought 
down by Joseph Socoloff and by Jack Perloff. And at a small caucus 
outside the meeting hall we discussed the fact that a motion would be 
made within the alliance body to participate in this peace activity and 
that a speech would be made that evening by Edwin S. Grattan, the 
party secretary, and that the Workers Alliance would vote to approve 
the formation of these peace leagues and join in this "Yanks Are Wot 
Coming" movement. 

That was an example, let us say, of the way in which these party 
assignments were handled. 

Mr. Yelde, Would you carry that on a little bit further? You will 
recall the date of June 21, 1941, when Germany attacked Russia. 

Mr. Edbiistgn. Yes, indeed, 

Mr. Velde. Do you have any personal knowledge of htfw the party 
line changed at that time ? 

Mr. Edmiston. Indeed, yes. I would like, if the committee pleases, 
I would like to — there are notes which I have here as refreshers, which 
I think will give us an exact picture of the change erf the party line 
at that time. If the committee pleases, I wonder if we might take 
that up later in the testimony as we come to those notes, 

Mr. Tavenker. Yes. 

Mr* Edmiston. Of course^ another example of the method of con- 
trolling the alliance was simply in the closed meetings of the Com- 
munist Party unit which was assigned to the alliance* One occasion 
Martha and I sat in on such a closed meeting which was held at the 
residence of Tom McGarvey, M-c-G-a-r-v-e-y, Communist Party 
member. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who attended that meeting? 

Mr, Edmston. That meeting was attended by McGarvey, David 
Jackson, Lula Mae Leigh } Jack Perloff, Ruth Perloff, Ollie Broce, 
Martha, and myself. 

Mr. Tavetoter. What branch of the Communist Party was it that 
3ieM that meeting, or on what level was it held ? 

Mr. EnansTON. That was held on the level, I should say, of a unit 
meeiaiigj and it was explained at the meeting by Jack Perloff, who 
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was the chairman of that particular group, that the instructions had 
come from the party; as to what position we were to take at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did that particular unit have a name? 

Mr. Edmiston. It was only identified, so far as we know, as — by two 
names. It was called the Workers Alliance unit, and at other times it 
was called the South Side branch. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you spoke of receiving directions from Grat- 
tan as to what the Communist Party line should be in the Workers 
Alliance. 

Mr. Edmiston. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have any personal knowledge of how he re- 
ceived the party line ? 
Mr. Edmiston. Yes. - ^ 

Mr. Tavenner. Or where he received his directions? 
Mr. Edmiston. Yes; we do have that knowledge; and we have been 

J resent at the time he received instructions; namely, from Arnold 
ohnson. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was Arnold Johnson? - 

Mr. Edmiston. Arnold Johnson, of Cleveland, was in early 1940 
the State secretary of the Workers Alliance and was the active execu- 
tive head of the organization. He, of course, was a member of 'the 
Communist Party, and as far as I know perhaps was — yes ; he was an 
open member of the Communist Party, because he ran for office on the 
Communist Party ticket in 1940. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what official position, if any, that 
he held in die Communist Party? 

Mr. Edmiston. Yes. He became organizer of the Communist Party 
in 1940 and left his job open to another man on whose name I will 
have to refresh my memory, but he later then became, as I say, secre- 
tary of the Communist Party in Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, were any individuals active in the peace 
league movement who were known to you as members of the Com- 
munist Party other than those you have already mentioned? 

Mr. Edmiston. Yes. There were — perhaps I can identify some of 
them. We have not yet mentioned the name of Guy Finley, F-i-n-l-e-y, 
Communist Party member. 

Mr. Tavenner. Give his occupation, if you know it. 

Mr. Edmiston. Yes ; I will. Guy Mnley was the executive secre- 
tary of the Ohio Bureau of Credits in Columbus. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he have any position in the Communist Party 
that you know of ? 

Mr. Edmiston. As far as we know, he was only a Communist Party 
member, and I have never known, of his holding an executive position 
in the organization. He was nevertheless very active, and he was one 
of the several party members who were entrusted with the handling 
of the North Side Peace League. His wife, Peg Finley, housewife. 

Mr. Harrison. Peg; is that right? 

Mr. Edmiston. Peg, probably Margaret, I believe. I believe that 
was her name, Margaret Finley, but I ana not sure. 

Le Verne Slagle and his wife, Helen Slagle, both party members, both 
active, had been active in affairs of the Communist Party in Ohio 
State University, where they had been students. I don't remember 
their occupation at the time. I understand Slagle since has become 
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identified with the United Electrical Workers. Let's see* North Side 
League 

Mr. Tavenner. If you desire to refresh your recollection by looking 
at your notes, it is entirely proper, 

Mr. Harrison. As I understood, the notes were made at the time? 

Mr. Edmiston. These were notes that were made at the time; that's 
right. I may possibly have here something on that. 

Herbert Siens— we have already named him as being active in the 
peace organization. Mrs. Chester Williams, housewife, of Powell, 
Ohio. Now, those were persons who were active in the North Side 
and the Linden Peace League. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, what was the name of the branch of the Com- 
munist Party or the unit or cell to which you were assigned as a 
member? 

Mr. Edmiston. That was never given any name. It was strictly an 
instructions unit. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us the names of any other Communist 
Party members affiliated with that unit whose names you have not 
already mentioned? 

T Mr. Edmiston. No. I mentioned that there— the cell to which we 
were originally assigned, you mean? 
Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Edmiston. There were only four supposed members of that, 
plus the chairman, Socoloff. John Leonard was the name of the other 
man who had been named as. a candidate for the party and who had 
never been inducted to our knowledge. 

Mr. Harrison. Leonard? 

Mr. Edmiston. L-e-o-n-a-r-d. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say he did not become affiliated with the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Edmiston. Never to our knowledge while we were in the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, during this early period of your association 
with the Communist Party, the Hitler-Stalin pact was in effect; was 
it not ? 

Mr. Edmiston. That is right. \ 

Mr. Tavenner. And during that period of time the peace leaguers 
were very active in that section ? 

Mr. Edmiston. Indeed, they were. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did that policy change? 

Mr. Edmiston. Oh, yes; that policy changed later. 

As was explained, these local peace leagues were formed, such as the 
North Side Peace League, Linden Peace League, the South Side Peace 
League, and then finally a city-wide committee, which held a big rally 
meeting in the Central High School auditorium in Columbus. Then 
all these organizations were pulled together through the work of the 
Communist Party, in which we participated and of which we saw the 
complete working, into the Emergency Peace Mobilization, which 
was held in Chicago, on which we have given the dates. At that time 
the American Peace Mobilization was formed. That then was a 
Nation-wide organization which had been formed and which was 
entirely dominated by the Communist Party, and in that group we 
also did further work in the party in Cincinnati and Dayton and 
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Hamilton, at Yellow Springs, and at Wilberforce. By Yellow 
Springs I mean by that among students in Antiocli College and among 
students in Wilberforce University. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you remain in Columbus, Ohio, until June 21, 
1941, or were you transierred out? 

Mr. Edmiston. No, we did not. We were transferred in October 
to the Communist Party section in Cincinnati. 

Mr. Tavenner. State the circumstances under which you were 
transferred. 

Mr. Edmiston. Very well. After the time of the conviction Martha 
Edmiston was a party; member. After the seven party members had 
been convicted of election fraud and had received suspended sentences, 
I approached Steve Grattan, the party secretary, and told him that 
under the circumstances we felt we had been well identified as Com- 
munist Party members in Columbus and had better look elsewhere for 
employment. I felt in my particular line of work, which was in 
publicity and industrial public relations, that we had better get out 
of the town. We had been asked previously by the FBI to see if it was 
possible to join the Cincinnati section or the Hamilton County section, 
as we sometimes heard of it, in Cincinnati, which then was under 
the* direction of Bob GunkeL 

Mr. Harrison. Bob 

Mr. Edmiston. Bob G-u-;n-k-e-l. We had met Robert Gunkel 
before. He was an open member of the Communist Party and had 
run for office as State senator on the Communist Party ticket in Ohio. 
Steve said he didn't want us to leave town, but we told him we felt 
we should. We felt we could get employment in Cincinnati. He gave 
us a note to Bob Gunkel, and an address to meet Bob, suggested that 
we could contact Bob at 428 Armory Avenue in Cincinnati. We went 
(here on October 8, and we called at the residence of Isidore — 
I-s-i-d-o-r-e — Wolosin — W-o-l-6-s-i-n. Isidore and wife, Mrs. Wol- 
osin, whose first name I have never known, identified themselves to us 
as Communist Party members, and they attempted to get in touch 
with Kobert Gunkel, who was not available at that time. 

We returned to Columbus to put our effects together and move in 
the Cincinnati area right after that meeting or right after visiting 
them. Well, then we made further attempts to get in touch with 
Gunkel. I think it was on the 23d of October finally when we suc- 
ceeded in contacting Gunkel, and we met him at the residence of 
Tom and Marjorie Dowers — D-o-w-e-r-s — at 202 Western Avenue in 
Cincinnati. 

Gunkel at that time suggested that we contact him on the follow- 
ing Friday. He gave us his telephone number and his address, and 
in conjunction with Gunkel we talked over the programs of the Work- 
ers Alliance in Cincinnati with Mar j or ie and Tom Dowers. 

Incidentally, I might say at that time that we were not assigned by 
Gunkel to any particular section or unit, any branch or unit in Cin- 
cinnati. He asked us what we had received in the way of instructions 
from the Communist Party in Columbus. We told him that we had 
been instructed so far by Joseph Socoloff and a woman whom we have 
not yet named in Columbus, whose name was Marie Anderson. 

Mr. Tavenner. What official position did she have in the Communist 
Party, if any? 
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Mr. Edmiston. The unit to which we had been assigned was taken 
from Socoloff . and was turned over to her. I think we had one short 
meeting with her at which we told her that we had been transferred 
from the Columbus to the Cincinnati section. 

t Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time during your stay in .Cin- 
cinnati assigned to a special unit or cell ? 
Mr. EoMisaw. No, we were not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were other members of the Communist Party 
whom you met in Cincinnati ? 

Mr. Edmiston. Well, in the beginning I should say the first persons 
(hat we met to whom we were introduced by Gunkel as Communist 
Party members were Ralph Marcus and his wife Kathryn Marcus. 
That is M^r-c-u-s. And Kathryn, K-a-t-h-r-y-n is the correct spell- 
ing. Gunkel introduced us to them. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you mention these names, if you know the 
nature of their employment and their position in the Communist 
Party, please state so. 

Mr. Edmiston. Very well. Ralph Marcus at that time was the 
representative for the National Maritime Union, CIO. His wife, of 
course, as far as we know was a housewife. 

The next person we met and were introduced to by Gunkel was Max 
Sein. Now I am a bit forgetful of the spelling of his name, whether 
it is S-e-i-n or S-i-e-n, but Max is easily identifiable and is well known 
in Cincinnati, because he was the labor reporter on the "Cincinnati 
Pbst.^ He and his wife, Belle Sein, were very active at that time in 
the Cincinnati party. He was also an officer in the Cincinnati local 
of the American Newspaper Guild. 

Do you wish me at this time to continue with further names of 
members in the Cincinnati area? 

Mr. Edmiston. We have mentioned, of course, the Wolosins, who 
were elderly folk and whom we never saw take any active part in 
the party program in Cincinnati. They were very kindly people, 
and they were very much interested in Gunkel in a paternal sort of 
way. 

Mr. Tavenner. I do not recall that you had mentioned their names 
previously. 

Mr. Edmiston. W-o-l-o-s-i-n. In addition to that was Mollie 
Tenenholtz— T-e-n-e-n-h-o-l-t-z. — I believe of 841 Hutchins Avenue 
at that time. She was very active in the organization and attended 
a number of Communist Party meetings at which we were present, 
closed meetings, that is. She also had attended a number of other 
meetings, particularly, as I remember, one of the Internationa] 
Workers Order. 

We met a young woman by the name of Alice Busch, who later we 
understood was admitted to membership in the party. 
Mr. Tavenner. What was the last name? 

Mr. Edmiston. Busch— B-u-s-c-h— 802 Bank Street. She and her 
husband were very active in the Workers Alliance. However, party 
members, several of them, told us at the time that they believed nei- 
ther of these people were reliable, and I do not think that they were 
welcomed very much within the party. But nevertheless they felt, I 
guess, that since they were members of the Workers Alliance that 



COMMUNIST 'ACTIVITIES IN CINCINNATI AREA 2675 

they ought to be under the control of the organization somehow. We 
havenever been very clear on what their position actually was. 
(Representative Nixon enters hearing room.) 

Mr. Edmiston (continuing). I will give another name, Fernando 
Burch. We never had an address to Burch, but he had been a member 
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. We have given you the names 
of Tom and Mar jorie Dowers, both party members. 

The next person in order that we met was a man introduced to us 
as Eddie Justice— J-u-s-t-i-c-e. His name proved to be B-i-e-d-e-r- 
m-a-n-n . I think there are two n's on there. I think his address can be 
had in Cincinnati very easily. He was at that time acting as Cincin- 
nati organizer for Bob Gunkel. He was very active in party affairs, 
particularly 

Mr. Tavenner. When you say "party affairs," what do you mean i 

Mr. Edmiston. Communist Party affairs, and he was particularly 
active in that group to which the Dowers belonged, and which I 
believe was known as the downtown branch then. 

Mr. Tavenner. What official position did the Dowers have m the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Edmiston. The Dowers were — Mar jorie Dowers became an open 
Communist and ran on the Communist Party ticket in 1941 for council 
in Cincinnati. She had been one of the officials of the Workers Alli- 
ance there, very active, as was her husband. And both, of course, were 
virtually in charge, directly under Biedermann and Gunkel, of party 
guidance of the Workers Alliance in Cincinnati. 

Mr. Case. All of these meetings you are referring to took place 
when, about 1940? 

Mr. Edmiston. 1940 and 1941, that is right. 

Mr. Case. And you were still engaged in the general field of public 
relations at that time ? 

Mr. Edmiston. Nominally, yes> Actually I had very little time to 
devote to public relations. m # . 

Mr. Case. Did you get any remuneration from these other activities ? 

Mr. Edmiston. From my work as undercover agent? 

!Mx Case "Yes. 

Mr. Edmiston. Yes, we did. I don't know whether I would feel 
-at liberty at this time to volunteer what that would be. 
Mr. Tavenner. Now, are there other persons? 
Mr. Edmiston. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I mean in Cincinnati known to you to be members 
of the Communist Party. 1 

Mr. Edmiston. That is right. I will name another. Lee Lorch, 
who was at that time with the University of Cincinnati Graduate 
School. 

(Eepresentative Harrison leaves hearing room.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the.last name? 

Mr. Edmiston. LrO-r-c-h, Lee Lorch. 

Mr. Tavenner. Lee Lorch? 

Mr. Edmiston^ That is right. 

(Representative Harrison enters hearing room.) 

Mr. Edmiston (continuing). Identified to us also as a Communist 
by the Dowers in the Workers Alliance was Jack Kennedy, who was I 
believe the chairman of the West Side Workers Alliance. We have 
not yet named Larry Moore and Joanne Moore. 
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Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell Moore? 

Mr. Edmiston. M-o-o-r-e. And Larry Moore was the head— he was 
in charge— he was organizer for the Young Communist League at the 
time we first knew him. He was employed in some manufacturing 
plant there in Cincinnati. I don't remember where that was. His 
wife, Joanne Moore, was the secretary for T. Louis — L-o-u-i-s — 
Majors, who was then regional director 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name ? 

Mr. Edmiston. M-a-j-o-r-s, who was then regional director of the 
steelworkers organizing committee in Cincinnati. 

Next in order of persons whom we met were Carl Levy. Carl 
Levy 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a moment. Are these all persons who were 
known to you to be members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Edmiston. Known to us to be actual members of the Commu- 
nist Party, that is right. In every instance we will follow the rules 
we have laid down for identification. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understand. 

Mr. Edmiston. One or more of them. Carl Levy 

Mr. Tavenner. Spell the name. 

Me. Edmiston. L-e-v-y. He was a young man who was an official 
of the Meis Shoe Co.— M-e-i-s— pf Lebanon, Ohio, He was at that 
time, when we first were transferred to Cincinnati section, the director 
of the American Peace Mobilization there, under the guidance, of 
course, of the Cincinnati section of the Communist Party. 

The next person in order that we met was David Levison. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name ? 

Mr. Edmiston. L-e-v-i-s-o-n. I do not know what Levison's busi- 
ness connection was, but he had attended a number of the closed 
Communist Party meetings that we had attended. He was active 
in attendance of the American Peace Mobilization group organiza- 
tions there. He was also, I believe, either secretary or chairman of 
the International Workers Order in Cincinnati. I may be able to 
refresh my memory on that as we go along. And he succeeded Robert 
Gunkel as secretary or rather acting secretary of the Communist 
Party section in Cincinnati on July 16 or 18, I believe, of 1941— 
July 16. 

Continuing with party membership, another person to whom we 
were introduced was a young woman known to us as Margaret Kline. 
1 believe the spelling on that was K-l-i-n-e. Afterwards she was 
identified by the name of Kramer. I understand since she was— be- 
came the wife of • Robert Gunkel. She was at that time the curator, 
I believe you would call it, of the Taf t Museum in Cincinnati. She, 
we understood, was acting treasurer of the Communist Party section 
in Cincinnati, and we paid dues to her. 

Mr. Tavenner. To whom did you pay Communist Party dues when 
you were in Columbus? 

Mr. Edmiston. During the time we were in Columbus to my 
recollection we paid no Communist Party dues. The first collection 
of dues which was made from us -was made by Robert Gunkel in 
Cincinnati. Following that the collections were either made by the 
young lady whom I have identified as Margaret Kline and later Mrs. 
Gunkel, and also Eddie Justice or rather Bied^rmann. 
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Mr. Kearney. Why were no party dues collected while you were 
a member of the party in Columbus ? 

Mr. Edmiston. It was a very short time while we were in the party 
in Columbus. We were inducted as members on September 3. We 
were assigned to a unit the following week or so, and we were not in 
Columbus much more than a. couple of weeks after that time. No 
dues were collected. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, are there any other Communist Party mem- 
bers with whom you came in contact in Cincinnati ? 

Mr. Edmiston. Yes, there are, and I will name several with whom 
we were — at the next closed meeting we met a woman who was identi- 
fied as Ruth Belmont. She had acted as the chairman of the American 
Peace Mobilization meeting, and we have never found out what her 
occupation was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date- of the meeting to which you 
refer? 

Mr. Edmiston. The meeting we met her was January 19, on 
Sunday. 
Mr. Tavenner. What year? 

Mr. Edmiston. 1941. Also at that meeting was a Mrs. Bertha 
Thomas, whom we met for the first time and who was introduced to us 
as a Communist Party member, and with whom we sat in a closed 
Communist Party meeting. 

Others who were introduced to us, identified as Communist Party 
members following that were Bernard Schmidt. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell it? 

Mr. Edmiston. S-c-h-m-i-d-t. He was an official of the steelworkers 
organizing committee of the CIO, and he was the chairman of the steel- 
workers organizing committee, educational committee, local 22. He 
was a member of the American Peace Mobilization and was a speaker 
on various occasions at the American Peace Mobilization. We last had 
close contact .with him during the time when this Wilberf orce con- 
ference was held on April 19, 1941. 

Identified to us at the same time with Bernard Schmidt as members 
were Kose Aronoff and Jack Aronoff. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell the name? 

Mr. Edmiston. A-r-o-n-o-f-f. These two people were identified 
toms also as members of the International Workers Order. They were 
active in American Peace Mobilization work. Also identified to us 
about this time as Communist Party members were John Boggs and 
Mary Lou Boggs — B-o-g-g-s. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the occupation of Boggs? 

Mr. Edmiston. I do not believe that I have his occupation in mind 
at the present time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether or not he held any executive 
position at that time in the Communist Party? 

Mr. Edmiston. No, to our knowledge he never held any executive 
position in the party. Another person to whom we were introduced at 
the same time — two persons — Hyman Cohen, whose connections we did 
not know other than his identification as a party member, and Leonard 
Brooks. Leonard Brooks had -been a student, I believe, at Cincinnati 
University. He was connected with the American Student Union, 
which was one of the. Communist Party front organizations, to our 
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knowledge, and the American Youth Congress^ another party front 
organization, and of course, as we have mentioned, the American Peace 
Mobilization. 

Also identified to us as a member by Gunkel was a man by the name 
of James Kachmar-^-K^a-c-h-m-a-r— who lived in apartment 47 then 
of Melish Court. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the spelling of the name? 

Mr/ Edmiston. K-a-c-h-m-a-r. I remained with Kachmar for a 
couple of evenings during the time that Gunkel had assigned me to 
remain in Cincinnati during the Powell Valve strike, at which time I 
had been assigned by Gunkel 

Mr. Tavenner. What was that strike? 

Mr. Edmiston; Powell Valve strike. I perhaps had better explain 
in this connection that we did not at that time maintain a residence in 
Cincinnati. This was early in February of 1941. Approximately Feb- 
ruary 10 Bob Gunkel left a notice at our farm in Warren County where 
we were living temporarily with my wife's parents to come to Cincin- 
nati immediately and urgently and not to notify my wife of the fact 
that I was going to be in Cincinnati, and to prepare for an absence 
from home of over a week. Accordingly, I met him the following day 
at the time and place suggested. We were presently joined by T. Louis 
Majors of the steelworkers organizing committee, and who I under- 
stand was regional director of the steelworkers in Cincinnati, and by 
Ralph Marcus, who was, as I said, the director regionally there of the 
National Maritime Union. I think that was his title. 

The four of us sat down to discuss the strategy of the Powell Valve 
strike, which was due to be carried out on the following day. In the 
background of that strike were a series of instructions which we had 
received from Gunkel, and which had had their origin on January 12, 
on the night of J anuary 12 when Arnold Johnson, then the State Com- 
munist Party secretary, told us in the presence of Gunkel that both of 
us should get into manufacturing industries and get jobs ; that the time 
was coming when the party would have need for us there. That was 
virtually a direct quote from Arnold Johnson. Gunkel assented to that 
apparently, and later on he told me particularly to get busy and to 
make some contacts for jobs in industries in Cincinnati. 

Particularly he had suggested employment in one of four possible 
plants. One of those was the William Powell Valve Co. The other 
was the Lunkenheimer Valve Co. A third was the Cincinnati Milling 
Machine Co., and a fourth was the Formica Co. There may have 
been other plants at that time that he had suggested. I have for- 
gotten, but those four I do remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any particular reason assigned for infiltration 
into those plants? 

Mr. Edmiston. Yes, and a very specific reason. Gunkel had pointed 
out to us the need for the organization of strikes in these various 
industries and of backing up the various unions and of getting these 
unions under the leadership of the Communist Party wherever pos- 
sible, or let us say the domination of the Communist Party. He felt, 
he told us, that too many of the party members in Cincinnati and else- 
where were satisfied to let the present flurry of strikes— because there 
had been some strikes in defense industries at that time — said they 
were too satisfied to let those strikes run their own course without 
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doing anything about it. He felt where strike situations developed 
that the Communists should step in and take leadership, as he ex- 
pressed it, as a vanguard organization. 

He pointed out that it was the duty of Communist Party members 
to aim all of these strikes, not into economic but into political channels. 
So he said that a simple wage-hour dispute could by the proper con- 
duct and by the leadership of members of the Communist Party, be 
given a political color, and that it could also be given the color of a 
resistance — these are his exact quotes — to the defense program. Con- 
tinuing exact quotes : "A strike for peace .and against the Roosevelt 
dictatorship." 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date of that? 

Mr. Edmiston. The date of those instructions that he had given — 
the date of that quote was on Wednesday, January 29, 1941, which 
was approximately 2 weeks before the beginning of the Powell Valve 
strike 

Mi\Tavenner. That is 1941? 

Mr. Edmiston. 1941. So I had gone .out and had placed a couple 
of applications for work in these plants, I was not anxious to get 
into the plants at the time, for the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
agents in charge had instructed us we were not under any circum- 
stances to commit any subversive act or to do any act which would 
delay the American defense program. It had been pointed out to us 
if we did get into one of these plants and become an active striker, 
get actual work on one of these committees, knowing these strikes 
to be subversive, we ourselves would be guilty and provocative agents, 
so that the very security agencies of the United States Government 
then could be called a provocative agency, helping to create a strike. 
That was the situation that we wished to avoid. So I very studiously 
kept from getting any one of these jobs, wherein I might be an active 
striker in one of these subversive strikes, knowing of course that the" 
Communist Party would use me as an agent to twist even a wage-hour 
dispute into a political strike, as Gunkel had suggested. 

In the course of the meeting which I mentioned between Gunkel and 
Marcus and Majors and myself, some of these matters were brought 
up, and it Avas suggested that my part in the thing would be as the pub- 
licity agent for the strike committee, which was perfectly O. K. with 
me, inasmuch as I did not need to do any subversive act in that con- 
nection and needed only to report on the activities of the committee 
to the newspapers and to coordinate whatever publicity they wanted. 

Accordingly, on I think the 11th, that strike began. It was a walk- 
out. We of course had discussed on the previous day the possibility 
of getting mass picketing. That is what we were aiming for, with 
the hope that the strike would then assume a political color if we 
could do that and get out of hand as a wage-hour dispute. 

Mr. Tavenner. What union was involved in the strike? 

Mir. Edmiston. That was the Steelworkers Union. I do not remem- 
ber the name of the local. I think, however, that by reference to news- 
paper accounts at that particular time we could obtain the name of 
that local, and we could also obtain the names of the various members 
of the strike committee. Three members had gone into that plant. 
Gunkel had explained, he gave me 

Mr. Tavenner. Three members of the 



2680 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN CINCINNATI AREA 

Mr. Edmiston. Three members of the Communist Party had gone 
into that plant prior to the inception of the strike. I do not remem- 
ber the names of all three persons, although they have been told me, 
and somewhere we have those names on record. I have nothing here 
to refresh my memory on any of them except a man by the name of 
Emil Ellington— E-l-l-i~n-g-t-o-n. Emil Ellington was a Communist 
Party member, who was identified to us in several different ways as a 
Communist member. Ellington and the other two men, we were told 
by other Communist Party members, had been the spearheads of the 
strike in the William Powell Valve Co. and had got the workers 
finally— had organized their strike, had been in the strike committee, 
and had been able to get the people out of the plant and on the street. 

Our first efforts to get mass picketing were very unsuccessful, I 
am glad to say, because in the very first attempt when we tried to 
put pickets on the street the Cincinnati police intervened. They had 
plenty of squad cars. They told the strike committee and the union 
officials in no uncertain terms that the Cincinnati ordinance with re- 
spect to picketing would be observed to the letter of the law. A cer- 
tain number of pickets were allowed, and they were allowed to march 
in a restricted area, keeping the sidewalk open at all times for other 
passers-by. The strike didn't last very long. It lasted about a week. 
How it came to be closed is a matter which I do not feel at liberty to 
disclose at this time, with the committee's pleasure. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to ask you about specific meetings that 
you attended. First, have you completed your statement of Com- 
munist Party members? Possibly you should complete that first. 

Mr. Edmiston., Very well. I will attempt to do that. I will add 
these names then, pretty much at large. Audrey Dowers, member of 
the YCL, daughter of Tom and Mar jorie Dowers, who have been men- 
tioned before. 

(Eepresentative Nixon leaves hearing room.) 

Mr. Edmiston (continuing) . We have never found this young lady, 
who was then a married girl, to be active in party affairs. She may 
have been. Jean Pilver, who was active. I don't know what her 
occupation was. She was young. Apparently she was a student. 
She was active in the American Youth Congress and the American 
Peace Mobilization activities of the Communist Party in Cincinnati. 
Also active with her was Margaret Kuller, whose full name was 
Margaret Kuller Jentelson. She was active in the American Youth 
Congress, American Peace Mobilization, affairs, and was identified to 
us, of course, as a Communist Party member. Her husband, Eddie 
Jentelson, also was identified to us as a Communist Party member 
and sat with us in a closed Communist meeting. It was he who later 
shot and killed her on the night of Saturday before Labor Day in 
1941. 

Also, Bill Engels— E-n-g-e-l-s — William Engels, was a young man 
who had been active in various party activities in Cincinnati, Com- 
munist Party activities, that is. At one time he handled the distribu- 
tion of the Daily Worker. He .was also active in the American Peace 
Mobilization, and he attended, along with several other Communist 
Party members, some of the meetings that were held of the strikers 
at the Powell Valve Co. I don't know why he was there, except per- 
haps in the general interest as a party member. Bill Engels, inci- 
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dentally, was one of the two persons- who was present to give Martha 
and myself the notice of our expulsion from the Communist Party 
in December of 1941. * 

We have named^ I believe; John Boggs and Mary Lou Boggs. 

Other party members who were affiliated in one way or another with 
the Cincinnati group were some Hamilton people by the name of Mary 
Stoddard and William Stoddard, her husband. Mr. Stoddard or 
Comrade Stoddard— he was not identified to us as a Communist Party 
member. She herself admitted she was a member of the Communist 
Party. Mary and Bill Stoddard had recently returned from Moscow 
in Russia, where he had been an American engineer in the Stalin 
Automobile Works, particularly with respect to metallurgical studies 
there for the Russian automobile factory. Mary Stoddard had been 
the confidential secretary of Walter Duranty, the author, who for a 
long time stayed in Moscow and traveled in various parts of Russia. 
She had been mixed up in some kind of Communist Party activities 
on the west coast, of which we have no record here to refresh our 
memory. It was at their home in Hamilton, Ohio, where Carl Levy 
of Cincinnati and I were assigned by Bob Gunkel to set up a head- 
quarters for a peace league in Hamilton. That was one of the most 
amusing experiences — may I tell this, please? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Edmiston. In my experience in the Communist Party. As I 
have said, Comrade Levy was an official of the Meis Shoe Co., and 
I do not know whether he was personnel manager or general manager 
there, but he had a very high executive post in the company, which 
manufactured shoes in Lebanon, Ohio. They employed* approxi- 
matedy 300 people. During the month of January one day the em- 
ployees of the Meis Shoe Co. walked out and proceeded to picket the 
plant on a demand for a wage-hour settlement. They had been get- 
ting miserably low wages. The average was something in the nature 
of $20 a week that these people were getting in Lebanon. I knew 
the exact figures at one time. On this particular evening I met Carl 
Levy with Bob Gunkel, the party secretary, and we were given our 
assignments to travel over to Hamilton, Ohio, in Carl Levy's car. 
It was an almost completely new master Buick. It was a dream of a 
car. And as we drove along toward Hamilton I happened to remem- 
ber that was the day on which the employees in his own plant had 
walked out. Carl was talking about other things when I suddenly 
interrupted him and said, "By the way, Carl, touching on the matter 
of the strike at the Meis Shoe Co., what goes on up there?" He im- 
mediately began to be furiously indignant.. "Well," he said, "those 
ungrateful people, after all we have done for them" — and he gave 
I think one of the finest reactionary capitalist blasts I have ever heard 
at the strikers in his own plant. 

Within 10 days after that this particular Communist Party mem- 
ber assisted in seeing to it that the picket signs were prepared by 
Jack Aronoff, whom we have mentioned, to be carried by the pickets 
on the line at the Powell Valve Co. strike. Gentlemen, figure it out 
for yourself . , 

Another person who was connected -with Communist Party activi- 
ties and was identified by Communist Party members was a man by 
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the name of George Winders of Waynesville, Ohio. George Winders 
was a school teacher at the high school at Waynesville. 

(Representative McSweeney leaves hearing room.) 

Mr. Edmiston (continuing) Another person whom we identified 
as a Communist Party member was a .man by the name of Tony 
Trotta — T-r-o-t-t-a — a young men of Italian extraction, who was 
a member of the Communist Party, and his wife certainly was not. 
Within my recollection there are two more names whom we knew to 
be identified with the Young Communist League in Cincinnati. They 
were Florence and Evelyn Thomas, the daughters of Bertha Thomas, 
Communist Party member. These young ladies were active in the 
American Youth Congress activities in southern Ohio, and the Amer- 
ican Peace Mobilization. 

I believe we have mentioned the name of Lee Lorch — yes, we have. 
Also Stanford Coles— C-o-l-e-s— who was the chairman of the Wal- 
nut Hills local of the Workers Alliance. I do not know what his oc- 
cupation was, if any. Those I believe are the limit of my present 
recollection of Communist members who were affiliated with the Cin- 
cinnati section. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many units of the Communist Party were 
"there in Cincinnati at that time, if you know ? 

Mr. Edmistonv I don't believe I know. I think I could identify — 
as I said, there was a bunch, an organization which we referred to as 
the downtown group, and was sometimes identified as a branch, and 



very definitely a professional branch, the membership of which we 
do riot know, and we did not belong to. Most of our activities were 
concerned with the Workers Alliance group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, about the time you came to Cincinnati, did 
you have occasion to .attend the Communist Party meeting in Cleve- 
land, I believe on October 10, 1940 ? 
Mr. Edmiston. Yes ; we did attend that meeting. 
(Eepresentative Kearney leaves hearing room.) 
Mr. Tavenner. What kind of a meeting was that? 
Mr. Edmiston. That was a rally at which Communist Party mem- 
bers in the State of Ohio were to hear the recorded voice of Earl 
Browder, who at that time was advocating an American diplomatic 
hook-up with Eussia. However, he made it very clear at that time 
that America had better be very humble in approaching Russia on the 
matter of diplomacy. The speaker at that meeting was Robert Minor, 
who was then a member of the Communist Party National Election 
Committee, and, as I recollect, had been acting as National Communist 
Party secretary in Browder's absence, or later was. I am not sure 
which, whether Browder wits on the loose at that time or not. I don't 
remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was this a public or a closed meeting? 

Mr. Edmiston. That was, as far as we know, a closed meeting. 
There was also on the stage with Mr. Minor, my wife, Martha, Ruth 
and Jack Perloff , Esther Rodgers and Don Rodgers, Nelrene Grattan — 
the other Columbus people who had been convicted of election fraud, 
all of them, all but Bessie Gearing. She - was not present. Thev sat 
on the stage, and, of course, received applause as Communist Party 
martyrs. 

Mr. Nixon. How many people attended the meeting? 




And then, of course, there was 
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Mr. Edjvuston. We estimated there were something like a .thousand 
people in the place at that time. That was held at the Musie Hall in 
Cleveland, public auditorium. I think we cased the house at 1,000 
people or more. 

Also at that time present was Ben Adkins, of Akron, who had been 
named as lieutenant governor, I believe, on the Ohio ticket of the 
Communist Party, and Arnold Johnson, who then was the Communist 
Party organizer in Ohio, who had been a candidate for governor on 
the Communist ticket in the State. Also, there was Lowell Watson, 
who was the Ohio chairman of the Workers Alliance, who succeeded 
Arnold Johnson in that position. Lowell Watson, of course, was a 
Communist Party member, identified to us as such. 

In addition to that, there were some people of the Youngstown group 
whom we knew as Communist Party members in Columbus. They 
were Betty Ehrhart and Kobert Ehrhart, of Youngstown, as well as 
Sally Green, of Cleveland, whom we had identified to us as a Com- 
munist Party member. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a meeting- of the Communist Party 
held at the Odd Fellows Hall in Cincinnati on October 27, 1940? 

Mr. Edmiston*. Yes : we did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you outline for the committee the purpose of 
the meeting and some of the members you recognized who were in 
attendance at this meeting? 

Mr. Edmiston. At that time, that was just under the guns of the 
1940 election, and to explain the purpose of this meeting, it was called 
for a discussion, among other things, of the policy which had been 
announced by John L. Lewis of the United Mine Workers,. who at 
that time, on the previous Friday night — this was on Sunday nidit-7- 
Lewis had recommended that the Mine Workers plug for^Wilkie 
for President. A speaker was Arnold Johnson, State organizer for 
the Communist Party at the time. He expressed the opinion that 
the Communist Party had hoped that Lewis would one day broach 
the thought of a third political party, and that party would convert 
the dissatisfied elements among the farmers and laborers. The Lewis 
statement blasted that hope, as he explained, but he said it was proper 
within the party to still call Lewis a great labor leader. 

Another speaker was Marjorie Dowers, who spoke on some labor 
matters we felt were not of particular interest. 

Ed Biedermann called for volunteers to distribute the Daily Work- 
er. There were several volunteers, including Ruth Perloff, Marjorie 
Dower, Fred Burch, Martha, and myself. There were 43 people at 
that paxticular meeting. 

(Representative Kearney returns to hearing room.) 

Mr. Tavenner. From the time you first became a member of the 
Communist Party up until you left Cincinnati, what Communist lit- 
erature was used and how was it handled ? 

Mr. Edmiston. We have just mentioned the Daily Worker, a New 
York daily newspaper, which has been off and on the official voice 
of the Communist Party of the United States of America.^ This news- 
paper, of course, contains much ideological matter which is inter- 
preted by its readers, the members of the Communist Party.^ The 
editorial policy of that paper expresses the outward party line of 
the Communist Party. In other words, it recites the temporary pro- 
oram of the party. If it happens to be for peace, the Daily Worker 
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indicates in what manner the party will advocate a peace program. 
If it happens- to be joining with America in a so-called effort to aid 
Russia, the Worker so indicates. 

Mr. Harrison. Let the record-show Mr. Case is leaving and General 
Kearney has returned. 

(Eepresentative Case leaves hearing room.) 

Mr. Edmiston. The principal source of instruction we had was a 
book known as the GPSU History, that is, the history of the Com- 
munist Party of the Soviet Union. This book is not exactly history, 
but it contains much information and explains history in the light of 
historical materialism which the party advocates. We were drilled 
very carefully in the CPSU History, by Joseph Socoloff, our first 
party chief, and Robert Gunkel, under whose supervision we were 
assigned in Cincinnati. Gunkel said he would take over the teaching 
of us himself. 

(Representative McSweeney returns to hearing room.) 
Mr. Harrison. Let the record show Mr. McSweeney has returned. 
Mr, Tavenner. Where were the meetings held which you attended 
'in Cincinnati? 

Mr. Edmiston. Most of these meetings were held at the Odd Fellows 
Hall, Elm and Seventh Streets. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you receive notice of the meetings you 
attended? 

Mr. Edmiston. We were either notified by Gunkel or by Biedermann 
or by Levison, or sometimes by a note unsigned which was sent to our 
Waynesville post office. 

Mr. Tavenner. While you were in Cincinnati, did you learn the 
approximate Communist Party membership in that community? 

Mr. Edmiston. This is a case of information and belief only, that 
the party membership at that time approximated 150. 

Mr^ Tavenner. When you left Columbus, Ohio, had you learned by 
that time anything of the Communist Party total membership in that 
community? 

Mr. Edmiston. Yes. That, had been estimated to us at that time as 
about 112, 1 believe, by Grattan. I believe that was the exact figure he 
gave us at that time. That may have changed later. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend the Lenin Memorial meeting in 
Columbus on December 21, 1940 ? 

Mr. Harrison. That is the bell for a roll call. There probably will 
be two roll calls. If there is only one, it would be 5 o'clock before we 
could get back. Perhaps we had better ad j ourn. 

Mr. Tavenner. I suggest we start early tomorrow morning. 

Mr. Harrison. We will start at 9 o'clock sharp. 

(Thereupon, at 4 p. m. on Wednesday, July 12, 1950, the subcom- 
mittee adjourned until Thursday, July 13, 1950, at 9 a. m.) 
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THURSDAY, JULY 13, 1950 

United States- House op Kefresentatives, 

STJBCOMMITTEE OE THE COjMjMITTEE on 

Un-American- Activities, 

Washington, Z>. G. 

PUBLIC* hearing 

A subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met 
pursuant to adjournment at 9 :30 a. m. in room 226, Old House Office 
Building, Hon. Francis E. Walter presiding. 

Committee members present : Eepresentatives John S. Wood (chair- 
man, arriving as noted), Francis E. Walter, Burr P. Harrison, John 
McSweeney, Harold H. Velde (arriving as noted), and Bernard W. 
Kearney. 

Staff members present: Frank, S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Donald T. 
Appell, investigator; John W. Carrington, clerk; and A. S. Poore, 
editor. 

Mr. Wai/ter. Mr. Edmiston, will you stand and hold up your right 
hand. You swear the testimony you are about to give before this 
subcommittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Edmiston. I do. 

Mr. Walter. Let the record show that a subcommittee consisting 
of Messrs. Harrison, McSweeney, Kearney, and Walter is continuing 
the hearing that was started yesterday, all being present. Proceed, 
Mr. Tavenner. 

TESTIMONY OP JOHN J, EDMISTON — Resumed 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Edmiston, did you attend the Lenin memorial 
meetings at Columbus, Ohio, on December 21, 1940? 

Mr. Edmiston. I believe the meeting which the committee has in 
mind is a meeting on that date, December 21, 1940, which, however, 
was held in Cleveland, and was a meeting celebrating the birthday 
of Josef Stalin. If the committee please, I will use some notes made 
at the time to refresh my memory. 

Neither one of us, I believe, has a record of the exact location of 
this meeting. Yes ; we have. This meeting was held at 5656 Mayfield 
Eoad in Cleveland; It began at 8 p. m. It began as a dinner meeting, 
and- there were delegates to tiie meeting from various Communist 
Party sections in all Ohio cities where the party was represented. 
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There were approximately 20 Communist Party members from 
Cincinnati who attended this meeting, including ourselves. In the 
general shuffle we were shifted away from the table where most of the 
Cincinnati people met, but we recognized comrades Tom Dowers, 
Kalf>h Marcus, Kathryn Marcus, Mrs. Bertha Thomas, Bill Engels, 
David Levison, and Kobert Gunkel. 

Attending froin Columbus we recognized: E, S. Grrattan*, Nelrene 
Grattan, David Jackson^ Ruth Period and Joseph Socoioff^ all Com- 
munist Party members. In- addition to that, from Columbus there^ 
was a non-Communist Party guest, Bert Spicer. 

From Youngstown were: Gus Hall, whose name I believe has been 
brought into the testimony for the first time* 

Mr. Tavenner* What was his position in the Communist Party at 
that time, if you know it? 

Mr. Edhiston* Gus Hall was the chairman of that particular meet- 
ing and he was, to the best of my recollection, either chairman or 
secretary of the Communist Party of Ohio at that time* 

Mr* Tavenneh. Did he have any employment other than that con- 
nected with the Communist Party, to your knowledge? 

Mr : Edmiston. To the best of my knowledge and belief he was a 
full-time Communist operative, 

Mr. Tavenner, Proceed. 

Mr, Edsjiston* In addition, from Youngstown was a young woman 
identified to us as a Communist Party member named Winters, whose 
first name does not appear on our records; and there was another 
Communist Party member, Betty Ehrhart, E-h-r-h-a-r-fc 

Mr, Tavenner. Can you identify Winters more fully ? 

Mr* Edmiston* The only identification I have for her is that she also 
was one of the Communist Party defendants who had been indicted, 
as I recollect, in Youngstown, for violation of the Ohio election laws, 
on the same type of fraud that Martha Edmiston and the six Com- 
munist Party defendants were convicted on in Columbus, 

From Canton, Ohio, was a man by the name of Kay Carlson Black- 
bum. He had formerly been a member of the Columbus Communist 
Party section, and during his stay in Columbus he was a taxi driver. 
However, he had left Columbus and had affiliated with the Communist 
Party in Canton*, and at fclmt time was working in a steel plant in 
that city* 

Mr* McSweenet, What was his- name^ please? 

Mr* Edmistost. Kay Carlson Blackburn, I believe that this particu- 
lar person Recently has made an application for Federal civil service. 

At the speaker's table at that meeting were : Jolin Williamson, of 
Cleveland, who was Ohio Communist Party secretary at that time ; and 
with him the assistant Communist Party secretary for Ohio, Andrew 
H* Onda, O-n-d-a, also of Cleveland, 

Mr. Tavennek, Was Onda a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Edmiston, A Communist Party member; assistant Communist 
Party secretary for Ohio. 

Mr, Tavenner, All these persons whosenames you are giving us are 
known to you to be members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Edmiston. Known to me to be members of the Communist 
Party, that is rigjht, sir. 

One oi the principal matters on the agenda at that meeting was 
the retirement of Williamson as party secretary and the retirement 
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of Onda* as assistant secretary . Both of thesfc 'men, it was explained, 
were going to accept work in the national organization of tha Commu- 
nist Party. In other words, this was a,.promotiqn for them and the 
dinner meeting was partly in celebration of that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what positions in the national organ- 
ization they were elevated to ? 

Mr. Edjsiiston. No ; we do not remember what positions they were 
elevated to<at that time, although T am quite $ure it was announced, at 
that meeting. They were replaced, at that meeting, by Arnold -John- 
son, who became the new Ohio Communist Party secretary, and 

Mr. Walter. How was he selected? 

Mr. Edmiston. We do not know how he was selected. The an- 
nouncement simply was made at that meeting. Presumably he had 
been named by the State executive committee of the party. What the 
procedure of the Communist Party was at that time in electing State 
officials we did not learn. 

Mr. Walter. Were officials of that sort ever elected, or were they 
selected by somebody else? 

Mr. Edmiston. I have never known a case of the election of such 
officials in the State organization. 

Mr.. Walter. In other words, there is nothing democratic about the 
selection of any of the officials in the Communist Party echelon? 

Mr. Edmiston. I have not seen such practices, with the possible 
exception of one occasion which I believe will be brought out in the 
testimony here. 

Joseph Brandt, B-r-a-n-d-t, succeeded Onda as the new Ohio organ- 
izing secretary. 
Mr. Tavenner* Will you give that name again, please? 
Mr. Edmiston. Brandt, B-r-a-n-d-t. 
Mr. Tavennjer. What is the first name? 
Mr. Edmiston. Joseph. 

Also seated at the speaker's table that evening was a man by the 
name of Eord, from Canton, who was a man we estimated between 
55 and 60, who once ran for governor of Ohio on the Communist Party 
ticket, and I believe the year of his candidacy was 1936. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know his first name? 

Mr. EbMiSTON.. I do not know his first name., I do not remember it. 

Another celebrity at the meeting was Comrade Alexander Trach- 
tenbergj T-r-a-c-h-t-e-n-b-e-r-g, who is a gentleman: who has b,een 
very much in the news recently. We note by newspaper accounts -that 
he has been very active .on the west coast, particularly in California, 
in various Communist Party activities there. We were told at that- 
meeting in Cleveland that night that Trachtenberg was cpnsidered 
one of the most brilliant men m the Communist Party in the United 
States. He was from New York. .And he was a member, we were 
told, of the Communist Party's, national committee. One man,, Black- 
burn, told us, "Trachtenberg is the ideological brains of the Com- 
munist Party in the United States." He was one of the speakers at 
the meeting. His discussion was wrapped around the American Peace 
Mobilization activities. 

Also at the speaker's table was Ben Adkins, A-d-k-i-n-s, of Akron, 
whose name has appeared in testimony here before, who was candidate 
for lieutenant governor in 1940 on the Communist Party ticket. Also 
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Frank Davidow, D-a-v-i-d-o-w, of New York. We first met Davidow 
in Chicago. 

(Representative Wood, chairman, enters hearing room,) 

Mr. Bdmiston (continuing). At that time, in Chicago, Davidow 
Was one of the principal Communist Party members active at the con- 
vention of the Workers Alliance. He became a national officer at that 
time of the Workers Alliance, and -was a member of the national 
executive board of that group during the time of that convention, 
Davidow had been brought into CleveLand to become that city's local 
Communist Party organizer, in a general reshuffle and promotion of 
members of the Communist Party which was announced that night. 
Who "had selected Davidow for his post as Cleveland Party organizer 
we did not learn. 

(Representative Velde enters hearing room.) 

Mr. Edmiston (continuing). Also seated at the speaker's -table was 
Edna Oliver, formerly of New York. She, too, had been active in the 
affairs of the Workers Alliance, and we had met her at the Chicago 
Workers Alliance and American Peace Mobilization conventions in the 
fall of 1940. 

There was another woman by the name of Oliver at that meeting. 
She was an Ohioan, but -we do not have her first name of record, neither 
do we know what community she was from; apparently one of the 
northern Ohio towns, Canton or Cleveland, perhaps. She was active 
in the Young Communist League. 

AH of these people we have mentioned to date were among the 
speakers at that meeting, which was a long affair. Other speakers 
included Robert Gunkel, Cincinnati Communist Party secretary. He 
was introduced by Cus Hall as, quote: "Our senior organizing secre- 
tary/' 

Another speaker at that meeting was a Cleveland attorney by the 
name of Russell Chase, R-u-s-s-e-H C-h-a-s^e. Mr. Chase was counsel 
for the seven Columbus Communist Party members who were indicted 
in the fall of 1940 for violation of the State election laws. We under- 
stood at that meeting that he was then representing a similar group 
in Youngstown, and this Winters' woman whom we mentioned before 
was one of that group. We did not learn at that time other Commu- 
nist Party members under indictment for election fraud in Youngs- 
town. 

We did not obtain the name of the nest man to be named 

Mr, Tavenner, Before you go to the next man, how did you know 
Chase to be a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Bdmiston, I should have stated that we do not know Chase to 
be a member of the Communist Party, and our only connection with 
Chase was as counsel for the defendants in Columbus. 

Mr. Tavunner. I suggest that in going through the list of those 
who were at the meeting, that you name to the committee only those 
-who were known to you to be members of the Communist Party. 

Mr, Edmiston. That is correct. 

The next fellow whom we noted is a man whose name we don J t have. 
Neither do we know -whether lie was a member of the Communist 
Party. But he was president of the Cleveland Painters 7 Union. 

Mr. Tavenner. If you don't know that he was a member of the 
Communist Party, omit it. 
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- Mr. Edmiston. Very -well. Also there was present Emil Feilhaber, 
E-m-i-I F-e-i-l-h-a-b-e-r, one of the executives of the OIO. What his 
position was at that time we do not recollect and we have no record of. 

Mr. Vjdlde. Do yon know him to be a member of the Communist 
Party^ ' 

Mr. Edmiston. He was not identified to us as a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenneh. We do not want any misunderstanding about your 
testimony relating to these individuals. If that question had not been 
asked, we would have assumed he was a member of the Communist 
Party. So I will ask you again not to refer to persons unless they 
were known to you to be members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. EdjMiston. Very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. ^ Let us stop at this point and go back to the begin- 
ning of your testimony relating to this meeting. Have you named 
any individual in this testimony who was not known to' you to be a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Edkiston. I have named two such persons. One is Russell 
Chase, Cleveland attorney, and the second is Emil Feilhaber, an 
executive of the CIO. Also with the exception of Bert Spicer$ of 
Columbus. The remainder of the people were known to us to be 
members of the Communist Party. 

In. addition to those named, Lowell Watson, a Communist Party 
member and State president in Ohio of the Workers Alliance, attended 
that meeting. 

Those, I believe, are the names of all the Communist Party members 
whom we recognized at that particular meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Edmiston, did you attend a conference meeting 
•of the Communist Party in Columbus, Ohio, on January 12, 1941? 

Mr. Edjvttston. Yes ; Ve .did. That was a rather peculiar affair. 
Robert Gunkel, the -Communist Party secretary at Cincinnati, called 
for my wife and myself -at our place near Waynesville, Ohio, and 
drove us, to CJolumbus in a hew -Chevrolet -which he told ozs that the 
■Communist Party had purchased for him. We arrived in 'Columbus 
and -went first to the residence -of John H. Davis .on Hutton Place, 
known to us to be a Communist Party member, as was his wife, 
Beatrice ©avis. Davis, we had understood, was chairman of the pro- 
fessional branch of the Communist Party in Golumbus. He formerly 
*hadheen<a real-estate man.- Davis directed us to the taproom In the 
basement of the Virginia Hotel, where the Communist Party confer- 
ence had 'been baoTied with the hotel as a salesmen's meeting. 
; Those who -weife present when we -arrived were Arnold Johnson, 
State secretary of the Communist Party ; Steve Grrattan, Columbus 
. Communist Party -secretary:; and Ray Brown, Columbus Communist 
Party organizer. Ray Brown we met there for the first time. Ray 
Brown had succeeded Joseph Socoloif as organizer for the Columbus 
section. 

Also present was Herb Reed. R-e-e-d I believe was the spelling, 
although it might be R-e-i-d. He was 'secretary of the Communist 
Party of Springfield^ Ohio. Also with him was his wife, who was 
identified to us 'by Reed .as a Communist Party member; and a man 
*by the name of Joseph Gonzales, G-0-ai-.z-a-l-e-s, who was a member, 
we were told, of the farm branch of the Springfield Communist Party. 

70347—50 3— Pt. 1 
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He acted as chairman of the meeting. With him was his wife, Mrs. 
Gonzales, who also was identified to us as a Communist Party member. 

There was present at that meeting a man by the name of Lem 
HarriSj L-e-m H-a-r-r-i-s, who was chairman of th§ national farm 
commission of the Communist Party. Harris, we had understood, was 
from New York. We had no other address for him. 

Another person to whom we were introduced was Steve Troyfin, 
T-r-o-y-a-n 3 and he explained to ns that his name had been shortened 
from Troyanovitch, T-r-o-y-a-n-o-v-i-t-c-h. Troyan told ns he came 
from Steubenville, and he of course identified himself as a Communist 
Party member. 

Also present was Bill Engels of Cincinnati, who was at that tune, 
we were told, uptown branch captain of the Communist Party in 
Cincinnati. 

Mr. Tatonner. What do you mean by uptown branch captain? 

Mr. EwvirsxoN, There was a branch which I think' we mentioned in 
the testimony yesterday, consisting largely of Workers Alliance mem- 
bers, who were centered around the Dowel's family, and to the best of 
our information Bill was the chief official of that branch. 

Mr. Tavenner. And the name was the uptown branch? 

Mr. Edmiston, The uptown branch of Cincinnati, that is right 

Another person present whom we recognized as a Communist Party 
member was Mrs, Chester L, Williams of Powell, Ohio. She was the 
mother of Ruth Williams PerlofF, a member of the Franklin County 
Communist Party Executive Committee* Mrs. Williams told us 
she had been a member of the Communist Party for more than 2 years. 

The discussion at that meeting centered around the Communist 
Party's current program for membership among farm people, and 
it was decided at that meeting that it would be a good idea to plug 
the circulation of the book called Soviet Power, which had been 
written by til* Itean of Canterbury, We were told then that the 
Intexpafciotf (J pyiriishers who had this book on the press were printing 
lQQjOiX) wp ; je£ ce.~t for its first run, and it was understood the cost 
of that inn -was t€ be $35,000. The book would retail at 35 cents a 
copy , all expenses of distribution would be assumed by the Na- 
tional CVramuiaitt: Party, 

Mr. Taven^er. In other words, do you mean it was the National 
Communist Party which was sponsoring the publication of that book? 

Mr. Eo^riSTOiir! That is exactly correct. That was the understand- 
ing we were given at that meeting. 

We were urged at that time to inform Communist Party members 
in our State sections to purchase this bopk and give it to non-Commu- 
nist friends or acquaintanceSj and particularly to clergymen in rural 
sections; also to editors of rural newspapers and officials of farm 
organizations. 

It was decided at that meeting that the efforts of the Ohio Com- 
munist Party would center in tlx© northwestern section of the State, 
It was considered the Cincinnati area and the southeastern part of 
the State were not fertile grounds for proselyting members in the 
farm areas. 

The peculiar thing . in that meeting was that there was an event 
going on that day in England, That was January 12 ? and there was 
a large meeting sponsored by the British Communist Party which 
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had been slated for that date. At that time it was hoped that the 
. Communist Party in England would get a large delegation from the 
British labor unions together, and they would set up a plea for peace. 
, We were told by Steve Grattan and by Arnold Johnson that the 
British Communist Party actually believed then that they would get 
these labor people together and would set up an immediate yell for 
peace, ^andl would set up at that meeting a program binder which the 
British labor unions would urge their government to sue for peace 
with i&ermany and let Soviet Russia mediate the terms. 

That evening Arnold Johnson learned that the London meeting was 
a flop, that it had not been a success at all, and that the various labor 
groups expected to attend the meeting did not attend, and the whole 
thing fell down. So we held a vain watch party that day, expecting 
this news to come from England which never came. 

That, I believe, takes up most of the affairs of that meeting. 

(Representative "Wood left hearing room.) 

Mr. Tavestner. Did the Communist Party of Cincinnati hold a * 
Lenin Memorial meetingon Sunday, January 18, 1941 ? 

Mr. Edmiston. They did, and Ave were present at that meeting. 
There were possibly 55 people who attended. 

Mr. Tave^er. Where was the meeting held ? 
: . Mr. Edmiston*. The meeting was held at the Odd Fellows Hall in 
Cincinnati at 8 : 30 p. m. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you name those present who were known to 
you to be members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Edmiston". Robert Gunkel, chairman of the Columbus Com- 
munist Party section ; Betty Ehrhart of Youngstown ; Tom Dowers 
and Marjorie Dowers of Cincinnati ; Alice Busch of Cincinnati; Eddie 
Justice, otherwise Biedermann; Jack Kennedy; William Eisher; 
David Levlson; Ruth Belmont; Lary Moore; Joanne Moore; and 
' Bertha Thomas. 

Mr. Tavenner.* Was each of those persons known to you to be a 
jnember of the Communist Painty ? 

Mr. Edshsto^. Each of those persons was knowir to us to be a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party. Also, the speaker at that meeting was 
Gus HalLof Youngstown, who }vasrguest speaker. 

MivIvear^et. What Hall is that? 

Mr. "EbjtfiSTON. That is the Gus Hall mentioned in the previous 
meeting as chairman of the Communist Party meeting in Cleveland 
which was held on Stalin's birthday on December 21, and who since, 
of course, has been an executive in the State organization. 

Also attending this Cincinnati meeting was the Winters woman of 
Youngstown, who was mentioned in the report on the previous meet- 
ing in Cleveland. . ^ * 

The purpose of this particular meeting was further training in the 
activities of the American Peace Mobilization. Hall spoke at' length 
on the glories of Soviet Russia, and spoke particularly of the strength 
of the Eed army, and went into" quite some detail about that. 

I believe that takes in all the names of persons who were present 
at that meeting. 

Mr; Tavestoer. What was the Communist Party's position with re- 
gard to strikes during this period of the Hitler-Stalin pact ? 
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Mr. Edimisxon* That, as was mentioned yesterday, was that strikes 
at this particular time could he converted from an economic purpose 
to a political .purpose; in other words, that these could become revolu- 
tionary strikes, and, as we said yesterday, the purpose of the Com- 
munist Party at that time was to get members into all oi the stra- 
tegic industries so that -when strikes occurred, for instance, if they 
were instigated by some other agency than the Communist Party, these 
Communist Party members could step in as a trained vanguard or- 
ganization and take control of the strikes and convert them from 
ordinary wage and hour disputes to revolutionary strikes which had 
an actual political issue behind them, such as preservation of peace 
and stoppage of defense activities. 

As I said yesterday, the Powell strike was a strike that. had that 
particular character. The William Powell Valve Co, m Cincinnati, at 
the time of thkt strike, was a very strategic industry- It was the 
principal bottleneck of the Navy's building program for submarine 
valves, and the entire Navy building program w£s held up by that 
bottleneck, and it was held up for 1 "week by that strike, 

Mr* Tavenner, Did you receive any instructions from Mr, Gunkel 
regarding this subject? 

Mr. Edhiston* Yes, we did, Gunkel had told us, as we mentioned 
yesterday, that it was the duty of all Communist Party members to 
aim these strikes into political channels and give them political color, 
and that the political color ought to be resistance to the American de- 
fense movement and, quote, "a strike for peace." 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a joint meeting of the American 
Peace Mobilization and International Workers Order on March 28, 
1941, and, if so, where was this meeting held ? 

Mr* Edmistossf, Yes, we attended this meeting. It was held at the 
office of the International Workers Order, room 213, Bailway Clerks 
Building, Cincinnati, and it was held at 8 p. m* on that date* 

Known Communist Party members who were present were Bernard 
Schmidt, S-c-h-m-i-tl-t; 

Mr, Tatcnster. How do you know he was a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr, Edmistow, He had been identified to us as a member of the 
Communist Party by officials of the Communist Party, and, he had 
sat with us in closed meetings of the Communist Party. 

Bernard Schmidt was an official of the Steelworkers Union in Cin- 
cinnati, He was chairman of the steelworkers educational committee, 
local 22. He was a member of the American Peace Mobilization, and 
he was a speaker at this particular meeting. 

Also present was Pose Aronoff, whose name has been mentioned 
before as a Communist Party member in Cincinnati* 

David Levison, who was the chairman or secretary of the Inter- 
national Workers Order in Cincinnati, was present, as were: Eddie 
Justice, otherwise Biedermann; Larry Moore; Joanne Moore; Mary 
Lou Boggs; Tom Dowers; Marjorie Dowers; Hyman Cohen; and 
James Kachmer, K-a-c-li-m-e-r, 

Mr* Taveniter. Those are all persons who have previously been 
identified as Communist Party members? 

Mr, EDMsrotf. That is right. Add to that list Leonard Brooks, 
a member of the American Student Union and the American Youth 
Congress. 
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. The speaker «at that nieeting was Representative Jerry 0 ? Connell 
of Montana. 

_Mr. Tavenner., What was the purpose of tKis .meeting? 

Mr. Edmisto^st. The purpose of this meeting was to further the work* 
of the American Peace Mobilization in the International Workers,'. 
Order, and the talks centered around that. It was pointing up the ' 
American Peace Mobilization's meeting which was going to be held 
in New York on the 5th and 6th of April of that year. Congressman 
O'Connell was to be one of the- principal speakers at that meeting in 
New Yprk, as also was Representative Vito Ma*cantonio oi New York. ' 
. In his talk Mr. O'Connell identified himself as a long-time member 
of the workers' movement, and he spoke of his father being, one of 
the strikers a,t the.Anaconda mines in Montana, and spoke, of the varir , 
ous occupational diseases that copper workers were subjected to-, and> 
told how his father died of one of these diseasesi when his son, the 
Representative, was 7 years of age. Much of the rest of his talk was 
devoted to his record in Congress as an advocate of left-wing policies. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a meeting of the Communist Party 
on April 2, 1941, and if so where was that meeting he]d \ 

Mr. Edjviiston. That meeting was held in room 413 of the Odd Fel-' 
lows Building, and was called at 7 : 30 p. m. of that date. Once again 
the chairman of the meeting was Robert Gunkel, secretary of the 
Communist Party of Cincinnati. The speaker of the evening was 
Ella Reeve Bloor, Mother Bloor, chairman of the Pennsylvania Com- 
munist Party. That was one of the largest meetings held in Cincin- 
nati, and we estimated between 100 and 150 attended the meeting. We 
assumed" that it was an open meeting and that not all the, people .present 
were Communist Party members.- 

Mr. Walter. Were all the people who attended the previous meet- 
ing members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Edmiston-v No. The joint meeting of the American Peace 
Mobilization aaxd International Workers Order was not under the 
Communist Party banner, jind only those whose names I mentioned 
were.known to us as Communist Party-members. 

Mr. Walter. And that was only a small percentage of the people K 
who attended the meeting? 

Mr. EdmistojST. That is right. 

Known Communist Party members at the meeting of April 2, 1941, . 
were: Eddie Justice, otherwise Biedermann; Bill Engels;, Margaret 
Kuller, or Margaret ICuller Jentelson, the wife of Lee Jentelson, whoi 
afterwards was convicted of the murder of his wife under peculiar cir- 
cumstances in Cincinnati; Larry Moore and his wife Joanne Stephens 
Moore; Hyman Cohen; Mary Lou,Boggs; John Boggs; Bertha 
Thomas and Florence and Evelyn Thomas, her daughters, members of 
the Young Communist League; David Levison; Tom Dowers: Mar- 
rjorie Dowers; Carl Levy; Alice Busch; Jack Kennedy; William 
Fisher; Isadore Wolosin; Mrs. Wolosin; Mollie Tenenholtz; and a 
Mrs. Brooks we have mentioned before, identified as a Communist . 
Party member. Her address was given in the testimony yesterday. 
We do not know her first name. 

'those persons were known to us to be members of the Communist 
Party. 

In addition , to them was a man by the name of John Foster. Foster 
was an Episcopal mjbiister in China, and at that time was attending thee 
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School of Applied Religion in Cincinnati. He was a member of the 
American Peace Mobilization and American Youth Congress, We 
found him to be verjr active in all these meetings in Cincinnati, I 
think this is the first time we have brought up his name. He was very 
active irvall Communist Party fronts in Cincinnati. 
' Mr. Harrison, Where ishe now? 

Mr. EDBttsrotf, I do not know where he is, sir, 

Mi\ Walter. Do you know anything about the present activities of 
the people whose names you have mentioned 3 

Mr* EDansTON. The present activities of some of these pepole? Yes, 
Robert Ghmkel, I believe, is still in Cincinnati, I will change that. 
I believe he is in Cleveland at the present time and is an official of the 
Ohio Communist Party or is working for the Communist Party out of 
Cleveland 1 , 

As to Mother Bloor, I don't even know if she is still among the living* 

Eddie Justice or Biedermann is still, I believe, an organizer or 
official of the Communist Party in the Cincinnati section or the Hamil- 
ton County chapter, as they call it now, I have heard' that i n addition 
to his Communist Party duties he is a member of the NICVD, 

Mr. McSweeney, What is NKVD? 

Mr. Bdmistgn. Russian espionage organization. 

As to the activities of Bill Eugels, I do not know. 

Margaret Kuller Jentelson was murdered by her husband. 

Lee Jentelson is confined as a prisoner in the Ohio State Hospital 
for the Insane at Lima under sentence for murder, 

Larry Moore, I believe, is an employee of a department store in Cin- 
cinnati, I understand during the war he joined the service and 
received the commission of captain. 

Mr, Keaknet. And he was a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr* Edmistohf. He was a member of the Communist Party and very 
active in the American Peace Mobilization. He told me once that 
he had been in the Ohio National Guard and had gotten out of it on 
some pretest. 

As to Hyman Cohen, Mary Lou Boggs, John Boggs, and Bertha 
Thomas and her two daughters, Florence, arid Evelyn Thomas* I don't 
know what they are doing at the present time, + 

David Levison also was active in the American Peace Mobilization 
and these various activities having to do with the attempt to wreck 
American defense, and he entered the Army and was promoted to 
major, 

Mr, Kearnjst, He was a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Ed&iiston. He was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. KEAiti?Ei\ He was a member of the Communist Party when he 
was commissioned an officer in the United States Army? 

Mr, Edmiston, He certainly must have been. That I do not know. 
But he had a record of Communist Party membership behind him, 

Tom Lowers and Marjorie Lowers — I haven't heard anything of 
them* 

As we mentioned yesterday, Carl Levy was a plant executive of the 
M^is Shoe Co., and I dpn't know if his family still owns or controls 
the Meis Shoe Co* in Lebanon* Ohio, or not, They may hav& sold 
that concern^ 

' I am afraid we ar§ unable to find out what has happened to the 
rest of those people with the exception of those wehavejust mentioned. 
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Mr. Kearney. These two individuals you designated as officers 
of the United States Army, do you know if they are still officers of the 
United States Army or not? 

- Mr. Edmiston. Whether they are reservists? I am not certain. 
Mr. Kearney. They are out of service? 

Mr. Edmiston. They are out of serviced this time, and I think Mr. 
Levisoji should be attending this hearing. ■ 

Mr. McSweeney. Then they would be fraudulently taking the oath 
of office? * ' 

Mr. Edmiston. I presume that is true. 

Mr. Walter. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were telling us about the meeting of April 2, 
1941. What was the purpose of this meeting? * It was a meeting of 
the Communist Party, was it not ? 

Mr. Edmiston. It was a meeting of the Communist Party, and we 
were called at that time to listen to this Mother Bloor, who was the 
chairman of the Pennsylvania Communist Party, and she spoke at 
some length at that meeting. She was supposed to have been one of 
the particularly honored women in the organization. In her talk she 
called attention to the American Peace Mobilization and said she 
might speak at that meeting. I don't know if she ever did. She 
compared Earl Browder to Eugene Debs. She referred to Benjamin 
Gitlow as "that dirty man" and never referred to him by name. 
She said these people would have the FBI on the run one of these days. - 
She spoke of the Un-American Activities Committee, and Martin Dies 
she characterized as a person "who even the unscrupulous capitalists 
backing him would discard as unworthy." She spoke of the glories 
of Soviet Russia. 

Mr. Kearney. Did you speak of the glories of America? 

Mr. Edmiston. I never heard that mentioned at any of these 
meetings. 

Mr. Harrison. You were making these reports to the FBI? 
Mr. Edmiston. Yes. 

Mr. Harrison. You reported these two men who became Army 
officers? 

Mr. Edmiston. This occurred after the termination of our services 
for the FBI. You see, we were uncovered by the Communist Party 
and expelled from the Communist Party late in December 1941. It 
was after that time that these men whom I mentioned got into the 
service. 

Mr. Harrison. But their names had been previously reported by 
you? 

Mr. Edmiston. Yes ; they had been previously reported. 

Mr. Harrison. Therefore, when they got into the Army, there was 
an. FBI record on them ? 

Mr. Edmiston. There was a complete FBI record on these men from 
ourselves, as well as on other commissioned officers. 

Mr. Walter. I think it would be advisable if you would get together 
the list. 

Mr. Edmiston. Of people who were in service? 

Mr. Harrison. Or in any Government service. 

Mr. Walter. And make it a part of your testimony at this point. 

Mr. Harrison. It might be a good idea for him to testify about it. 



2696 commtjnist activities in GWcmstATi area 

Mr. Edmiston.. There- .was one other man I can recall. He was 
fron* Dayton and was active in American Peace Mobilization, and 
had been very active in Communist Party activities, at Antiocb College^ 
in the Young Communist League group,, and in similar .activities at 
Wilberforce University. His name was John Ober. He was com- 
missioned a major in tlie United States Air Force and served, I believe, 
in the Intelligence Division.- ; ; 

Mr. Velde. How do - you spell that name ? 

Mr. Edmiston. John Ober, O-b-e-r. He served, I believe, in the. 
Intelligence Division at Wright-Patterson Air Base. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you. know he was a member of the Com- 
munist Party? , 

Mr.. Edmiston. He was identified as. a member of the Communist 
Party by Herbert Eeed, Communist Party secretary in Dayton. We. 
have mentioned Eeed as Communist Party secretary in Springfield. 
Later he became Communist Party secretary in Dayton. 

Mr. Walter. And you reported to the FBI that Ober was a member 
of the Communist Party prior to his being commissioned ? 

Mr. Edmiston. Tes. 

Mr. Velde, Was he a member of the Communist Party itself,, or 
of a front organization? 

Mr. Edmiston. He was identified to us by Herbert Eeed as a, memr 
ber of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner.. Did you ever sit in a Communist Party meeting with. 
John Ober? 

Mr. Edmiston. 3Sfo \ but I have been present with him in other Com- ^ 
munist Party activities, and once walked in a strike with him at the 
jSimonds, Ward & White Co. in Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was 5 the date of that strike ? 

(Witness looks through papers.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, while he is looking that up, I have a~ 
telephone message I must put in. Will you excuse me a minute?* 
Mr. Walter. We will recess for 5 minutes. 
(Short recess.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Because of other committee business at this time 
I have been directed to announce that the meeting will be- adjourned 
until this afternoon at 2 o'clock. , ' 

(Thereupon, at 11 : 05 a. m. a recess was taken until 2 p., m, of the 
same day.) 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

(The subcommittee reconvened at 2 : 30 p. m., Mr. Walter presiding.) 
TESTIMONY OP JOHN J. EDMISTON — Resumed 

Mr. Walter. The committee will come to order. Proceed, Mr. 
Tavenner. 

. Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Edmiston, when the committee adjourned before 
lunch you were looking among your records for the name of an indi- 
vidual. Did you find it?. 

Mr. Edmiston. I do not even remember the name of the individual 
for whom we were looking at that time. 

Mr. Velde. Eepeat the question. 
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Mr. Tavenner. My recollection is that a member of the committer 
•asked you about other persons known to be Communist Party members 
who received commissions in the United States Army. 

Mr. Edmiston. That is right. 

Mr. Tavisnner. And you were attempting to refresh your recollec- 
tion by examining your records. 

MivEdmiston. And that was in connection, I believe, with the name 
of John Ober, J. Ober, J. or John Ober— O-b-e-r— was it not, who, I 
had testified was a member of the Communist Party as identified by 
Herbert Reed, the Communist Party secretary in Dayton, and who, as 
1 learned later when I was a civilian employee at the Wright-Patter- 
son Air Force Base, was a commissioned officer who received the rank 
of major while there at the field serving under the Air Materiel 
Command. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then there was no other individual other than that 
person? 

Mr. Edmiston. That person was the last individual we mentioned. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the course of your testimony this morning you 
referred to Reverend Foster, I believe. 

Mr. Edmiston. John Foster, of Cincinnati, that's right. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understood you to say he was a member of certain 
Communist-front organizations. 

Mr. Edmiston. That is true. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were those front organizations ? 

Mr. Edmiston. Those were the American Peace Mobilization and 
the American Youth Congress in Cincinnati. 

Mr. Tavenner. I did not understand from your testimony whether 
you intended to leave theimpression upon the committee that he was 
-known to you as a member of the Communist Party or only as a mem- 
ber of those Communist-front organizations. 

Mr. Edmtsxon. Known only as a member of those Communist-front 
organizations. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Edmiston, did the Communist Party of Cin- 
cinnati hold a May Day rally in 1941 ? 
Mr. Edmiston. That is right. 
Mr. Tavenner. Where was it held? 

Mr. Edmistok. That meeting was held again at the Odd Fellows 
Hall, which was the usual place of meeting of the Communist Party 
in Cincinnati. It was not a very large nor a very important meeting, 
and the Communist Party members who were present at that meet- 
ing were the usual persons in attendance. And if the committee please, 
I will recite their names very briefly : Robert Gunkel, secretary of the 
Cincinnati section; Marjorie Dowers of the Workers Alliance and 
.of the* Communist Party; David Levisbn, of the Communist Party 
and IWO; Emil Ellington — we&ave had Jhis name before; the young 
woman variously identified to us as Margaret Kline and Kramer; 
.Larry Moore, YCL organizer; Bill Engels; Hyman Cohen 1 ; Bertha 
Thomas ; Carl Levy ; Tom Dowers, Joanne Moore ; Alice Busch. 
' Mr. Tavenner. In all of this testimony relating to the names of 
.persons present ,at various meetings, have you been testifying from 
the records which you made at the time of the holding of those 
.meetings?: - - " - * r 4 
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Mr, ED3HST0W. That is correct. I have been testifying from the 
records made at the time of those meetings or within 24 hours after- 
ward. 

Mr, Velde. And those that you have just mentioned are known to 
you to be members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Edmiston. They are known to me to be members of the Coin,- 
munist Party. 

Mr, Tavenner. Did you attend a meeting of the Communist Party 
in Columbus, Ohio, May 5 3 1941? 

Mr. Edmision. That meeting was not a meeting of the Communist 
Party but it was a meeting which was loaded with members of the 
Communist Party. This was a meeting which was held at the Negro 
Masonic Temple, representing various groups, as I recollect, namely, 
groups of organizations in Columbus which were identified with the 
American Peace Mobilization. Now, those groups were the vanguard 
league: the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People, National Negro Congress, American Students Union, the 
Columbus Peace Council, the Workers Alliance, Communist Party, 
Young Communist League* 

Mr. Tavewner. What did you mean by Communist Party there? 

Mr. EoaiisTOtf. The Communist Party, Columbus section of .the 
Communist Party was represented at that meeting. The Young Com- 
munist League of Colunlbus.and the Columbus Youth Council, and 
then two unions also sent delegates to that meeting. They were the 
United Auto Workers, locals in Columbus, and the International 
Longshoremen and Warehousemen, I don't remember the exact 
name of that union* It was known to us as the International Long- 
shoremen's Union. 

Mr. Tavej^ner. Do ^ou know who were the representatives from 
the Longshoremen's Union at that meeting % 

Mr. ED&nsTOjsr. Jfo; I do not. Unfortunately, v/e have no record 
on that, and I have no recollection as to who represented them or the 
United Auto Workers or who the representatives were of these 
various organizations, We merely took note at the time of the various 
Communist Party members of the Columbus section who were present 
at that meeting and who listened of course to what they had to say. 

The speakers at that meeting to give you an idea of the Communist 
Party's control of it, were E. S, Grattan, the Columbus 'Communist 
Party section secretary; Herbert Seins, who was a Communist Party 
member in Columbus and was secretary of the American Peace Mobil- 
ization in Columbus and who also was the active executive of the 
Columbus Peace Council, which then was located at 36 West Gay 
Street 

Another speaker was Bessie Gearing, one of the convicted Commu- 
nists in the trial in the previous fall on the grounds of election f raud, 
who acted as chairman of this meeting* 

Other known Communist Party members in the group were Nelrene 
Grattan, Columbus section treasurer; Ruth Perloif, county committee 
member; David Jackson, county committee member; Jack Perloff, 
previously identified; Leila Jackson; Lula Mae Leigh; Ruth Town- 
send; Richard Terrell; Everett Johnsfcon^J-o-h-ivs-t-o-m I beljp-ve — 
Frank O. Pepper; Donald Rodgers and Esther Rodgers; Lula Koss; 
Jennie Langston ; Wallace T- Gamett; La Verne Slagle ; Helen Slagle ; 
Thomas McGarvey ; and Carlson Blackburn. 
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Mr. ; Tavenner. Were all of those persons known to be' members' of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. Edmiston. All of those persons were known to me to be mem- 
bers of the Communist Party. At that time, if the committee may 
recollect, action had been taken by the United States to convoy ship- 
ments of vital war materials to Europe, and much of this meeting of 
•course was in Opposition to these convoys. A great cry-out had been 
made by the American Peace Mobilization at that time against the 
sending of convovs, and these were labeled as— I believe w$ have 
a quote on that— "new American Expeditionary Forces to Europe." 

Mr. Tavenner. Who sponsored this meeting, or how was it or- 
ganized? 

Mr. Ed^iiston. We were not in Columbus at the time this meeting 
was organized. We could only infer from the names of the speakers 
and from t\\6 participating organizations that the meeting had been 
sponsored by the Communist P&rty. 

Mr. Tavenner. You spoke of the Columbus section" of the Com- 
"munist Party. Did it have various branches? 

Mr. Edmiston. Yes ; it did. Those branches were identified to us 
by E. S. Gratton, the' Columbus section secretary. He told us at that 
time, which was during May of 1941, that the Communist Party section 
in Columbus had been regrouped and subdivided into 15 groups, as he 
called them. These might be called otherwise units or brandies or 
cells, or what have you. Steve said these groups would include first 
the Timken group. These were employees of the Timken Eoller 
Bearing Co. in Columbus. And the chairman of that group was. Masoh 
Slicker, a name we have not had before but who previously had been 
identified to me and to my wife as a Communist Party member by 
Steve Grattan. 

"Mr; Tavenner. His name was Mason Eucker ? 

Mr. Edmiston. Mason Eucker. 

Mr. Tavenner. E-u-c-k-e-r? 

Mr. Edmiston. E-u-c-k-e-r. He was a brother of Bernard Eucker, 
who has been previously listed as a Communist Party member in 
-Columbus, and with whom we sat in Communist Party meetings. 

The second group was called the Buckeye* group, and this consisted 
of employees of the Buckeye Steel Castings Co. We estimated the 
strength of this group at five members. Parenthetically, I would say 
we estimated the size of the Timken group spoken of previously as six 
members. The chairman of the Buckeye group was David Jackson, 
we", understood, inasmuch as he was a long-time employee of the 
Buckeye Steel Castings Co. We have no positive information on that. 

Third was a campus group Grattan said. This was a Communist 
Party group and' not a Young Gommunist league group, Grattan ex- 
plained. It consisted of members on the campus of Ohio State Uni- 
versity, and we surmised at that time that it probably included faculty 
members. We knew nothing about it. We estimated its membership 
as six members. There were two north side groups in addition to that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know of any of the officials of that group or 
-the chairman of that group ? , . * 

Mir. Edmiston. None of these people were identified to us by Grat- 
tan. Thien he gave ' us, as I said, the names of two north side groups, 
5 Nb. 1 and No: 21 We knew nothing about the chairmen or the total 
membership of those groups; 
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The 'sixth L groujp that he named was the Ohio Malleable group. 
These were employees of the Ohio Malleable Castings Co, We didirt 
know the names of the chairman or the membership. 

The seventh group was the Lazarus group, and these were employees 
of the F. & R.Xazrus Co,, department store, Columbus. We did not 
lcnow who was connected with that group either. 

The eighth that Grattan named was a south side group/ We pre- 
sumed, but we had no positive information, that Tom McGarvey may 
have headed that group. 

(Representative Kearney enters hearing room.) 

Mr. Edmisxon (continuing). From the ninth to the fifteenth groups 
that Grattan mentioned he gave 'no designation for. Neither did he 
give us any idea of who were members of any of them or what the 
chairmen's names were. 

Grattan at that time estimated the total members in Franklin 
County comprising these 15 groups to be 112. That figure, by the way, 
was considerably lower than previous claims that had been made, 
which ran somewhere between 150 and 250. We had always estimated 
the strength of the Communist Party in Columbus at around 100. We 
felt when Grattan gave ns the figure of 113 Communist members in 
Columbus that was sufficiently specific to be creditable. 

Steve at that time told us that no branches of the party remained in 
Columbus ; that branch chairmen absolutely had been eliminated. He 
said that the group chairmen or captains were personally responsible 
to him, the secretary^ and that he was able to contact each of them 
in regular biweekly meetings. He also disclosed at that time that the 
executive committee of the Franklin County executive committee of 
■the Communist Party no longer was a governing body. He stated that 
he and the other four members of the executive committee — they have 
already been named in testimony here— devised the policy at that time 
for the Communist Party section in Columbus. 

Mr* TavenjNer. Did the Cincinnati section of the Communist Party 
hold a meeting in the Odd Fellows Hall on July l s 1941* and, if so, 
what was its purpose? 

Sir. Edmiston. That was a rather important meeting of the Com- 
munist Party in Cincinnati, 

Mr. Tavehner. July 1> 1941? 

Mr. Edmstow. 1941, and that meeting M'as held at the Odd Fellows 
Hall, room 405. It was the first meeting of the Cincinnati section 
membership since the party line had changed on June 22. We re- 
member that on that date Hitler took matters into his own hands 
and invaded the Soviet Union. The party line had instantly changed. 
We were in Cincinnati on that date and saw the general confusion 
of the party members at that time, which was a rather interesting 
thing. 

This then was the first meeting of the Cincinnati membership of 
the. Communist Part^ since the change of the party line. "Up till that 
time we had been against convoys. We had been against conscription. 
We had been for worid peace. We had been against aid to imperialistic 
Britain. We had taken every step to discourage the American produc- 
tion for assistance to the Allies. Now all of a suddeii it changed. 
Now we were on the side of Soviet Russia, and we were going to work 
very hard as Allies, and we were going to bolster everything that 
America did to make this country the storehouse of democracy. 



COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN* CWCEmATI AREA 2701 



So, at that meeting', known Cbmmunist Party members in attend- 
ance were the chairman, Marjorie Dowers ; the speaker, Kobert GunkeL 
Known Communist Party members identified by name to us and by 
attendance in meetings were: Larry Moore, Margaret Kline, Eddie 
Justice or Biedermann, Lee Lorch, Len Brooks, Tom Dowers, William 
Fisher, Isidore Wolison, Margaret Kuller, Jean Pilver, Bertha 
Thomas, Florence Thomas, Emil Ellington, Jim Kachmar, William 
Engels. And those are the only names that we know of the persons 
attending that meeting. 

Mr. Velde.. Mr. Edmiston, I believe you by your testimony have 
shown that you believe, as ( I do, that the Communist Party line of 
the United States is originated in Moscow. 

Mr. Edkiston. That is my belief. 
' Mr.. Velde. Do you have any personal knowledge as to how that 
party line is transmitted to the party members in the United States? 

Mr. Edmiston-. No ; I do not. We never have' had any chance to 
observe communications except at the section level, or which would 
now be at the chapter level.. From there on out 'we could trace 
communications. 

For instance', on the change- of the party line, on the morning of 
June 23 I was in Cincinnati at the residence of Tom and Marjorie 
Dowers on?" Western Avenue, when Eobert Gunkel, the Communist 
Party secretary, pulled in. He walked into the room in their apart- 
ment very hurriedly. He summoned Marjorie Dowers and Tom 
Dowers and said, "You understand the line has completely changed. 
Everything that has gone before we will simply have to abandon. I 
want you immediately to bring out all of the party literature that you 
have, including even copies of the Daily Worker £nd see that these 
are burned. And make sure that they are all burned. We do not 
want any of this material left over." 

The reason of course was very obvious : that all this material con- 
tained the usual Qommunist Party clamor for peace right up till 
June 22, and suddenly it had to stop. 

Mr. Velde. How long was it then — 1 believe you mentioned that the 
American Peace Mobilization was changed then to the American Peo- 
ple's Mobilization. 

Mr: Edmiston". That is correct. 

Mr. Velde. How long was it after June 21, 1941 ? 

Mr. Edmiston. That this change took place? 
. Mr. Velde. That this organization 

Mr. Edm isTON. From the American Peace Mobilization to the Amer- 
ican People's Mobilizatioil? That change was made on July 4, 1941, 
at the national convention in Philadelphia, whifch my wife, Martha 
Edmiston,. attended as a delegate from Cincinnati. 
. Mr. Velde. Do you remember following the* Daily Worker's com- 
ments at that time ? . 

Mr. Edmxston. Yes; I remember very well. 

Mr: Velde. How long did it take them to change their editorial 
policy from staying out of the war to getting us into war ?' 

Mr. Edmiston. The trouble was they were one day late on their mail 
edition, and the Sunday Worker — I don't remember whether the Sun- 
day Worker was able to make the new party line or not. I know there 
was a considerable mess-up of one edition which was received by the 
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Communist Party members in Cincinnati after the party line had 
changed, and the Daily Worker still was on the old peace line. 

Mr. Velde. You are probably familiar with the situation here in 
Washington around the White House at-that time, aren't you ? There, 
were pickets carrying placards. 

Mr. Edmiston, I read newspaper accounts of it 

Mr* Velde. Was there anyone from your area, Cincinnati or Ohio 
area, that were picketing here in Washington? 

Mr* Edmston. Not to my knowledge, 

Mr. Velde. I presume all the signs. "The Yanks Are Not Coming," 
and "American Peace Now," were destroyed? 

Mr. EdjUiston. They were ordered to be destroyed very specifically 
by Bob Ghmkel, and Bob explained that morning to the Dowers and 
to myself that he had been busy chasing around in his. automobile 
&11 morning gettingto homes of various party members in Cincinnati, 
ordering all this literature be destroyed, and that no part of it be kept 
whatsoever I got in the car and drove around with him for a little 
while when he made a couple of calls. I don't remember the addresses, 
and I don't have any record before me of that tour* 

Mr* Velde. Do you feel that that change in policy of the Communist 
Party then showed once and for all at that time that the American 
Communist Party was definitely connected and controlled by the 
Communist Party of Russia, Moscow ? 

Mr, Edmiston, That was my inference, and I'm still with it* 

Mr, Velde. That is all, 

Mr, Tavenneh, Did the Comminiist Party of Cincinnati hold a 
meeting in the Odd Fellows Building on July 16, 1941, and if so, 
what was the purpose of the meeting? 

Mr. Edmiston, That was the official notification to the Communist 
Party members of Cincinnati from the State organization of the 
change in the party line. 

That meeting also had two other important disclosures. I will first 
name some of the Commimist Party members who attended that meet- 
ing. This was-not an open meeting of the party, strictly a closed meet- 
ing, and was for official business of the Communist Party section in 
Cincinnati. The chairman of that meeting was Eobert Gunkel, secre- 
tary. The speaker was Joseph Brandt, of Cleveland, State organizer. 
The known members of the Communist Party, executive board, Cin- 
cinnati, present were Margaret Kline or Kramer^ who also was the 
treasurer; Eddie Justice,. otherwise Biedermanix; Marjorie Dowers; 
David Levison; Peter Stark— Srt-a-r-k— or Starkhoff— S-t-a-r-k- 
h-o-f-f ; James Kachmar ; and, of course, GunkeL 

Other known Communist Party members who were present at that 
meeting were William Engels, Eddie Justice's wife, Fannie> Margaret 
Kullerj Joanne Moore, Eerd Burch, Len Brooks, Mary Lou Boggs, 
and Tom Boylan. This was the first time that we attended a closed 
Communist Party meeting at which Thomas Boylan was present, 
Boylan was the man who had supplanted Kalph Marcus as organizer 
in Cincinnati for the National Maritime Union. He took that post 
when Ralph Marcus left the National Maritime Union and went over 
to the United Electrical Union. Before that time we were never able 
to identify this man as a Communist Party member. However, this 
■was a closed meeting in which he actually voted. 
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'-At that/meeting I spoke briefly -with. Margaret?^ dues 
for 2 months, July and August, for two persons, for my iviS «and, 
myself. She at that time said that she would give the dues stamps 
to Eddie Justice, otherwise Eddie Biedermann. 

Well, Gunkel introduced Brandt at that time as the principal 
speaker of the meeting. It was Brandt's job to outline the new party 
line. He did so with considerably more clarity than we had ever had 
it heretofore. He made it clear first that the party from this time 
on would not criticize President Roosevelt, but make a common cause 
with the President, and we would also make a common cause with 
Eussia to stamp out Hitlerism, and we would also join with "western 
imperialism," Brandt said. That meant, Brandt said, Bundles for 
Britain, committees to defend America by aiding the Allies. Fight for 
Freedom Committee, and subscription to British War Eeliel. In fact, 
every pro-British organization should be open to us, he said, and we 
should get into these organizations and work for Britain as well as 
for America and for Eussia. 

He said the alliance between Eussia and Great Britain was a full 
military alliance, and that justified all these activities. 
- He went on to say that we ought to eat humble pie before those 
who have.called us "Commu-Nazis" in the past and prove to them we 
are on the side of the Allies. When organizations are formed to aid 
Britain but not to aid Eussia we are to give them full support, too. 

Joseph said — this is a quote — "All of the past slogans are in the 
wastebasket. They are- 2,300 years old tonight." 

Mr. Velde. What significance did 2,300 years have? 

Mr. Edmiston. That has worried me ever since. 

Mr. Velde. Probably just a number. 

Mr. Edmistost. The next thing he said was* that the peoples peace 
plan which we had advocated in the past was all wrong, and we 
had to admit it, and we ought to go out and make the broadest possible 
front with every sort of organization in support of the Allied cause. 
And that we recognized that America is not ready for socialism but is 
ready to fight Hitlerism, so that from now on that will be our slogan, 
he said. 

That was of course the most bald statement we had ever heard 
from the State office, but it Avas very authentic, and Brandt made 
very clear that he wanted it to be absorbed. 

Well, then, the following business that came up had something to 
do -with the governing of the Cincinnati section. Gunkel made a 
surprise announcement. He stated he was to be relieved that night as 
Cincinnati secretary. This he said was the recommendation of the 
State executive committee at a meeting in Cleveland, which had been 
held the previous Saturday and Sunday. The Cincinnati executive 
committee O. K.'d the recommendation, he said, that afternoon at a 
special meeting, and the membership then that evening voted to O. K. 
the recommendation. 

Dave Levison would serve, Gunkel said, from now on out as acting ' 
secretary, subject to the wishes of the State committee, which could 
either return Gunkel to his post in Cincinnati or keep Levison on as 
full-time secretary, or to send in another full-time secretary to replace 
Gunkel. Gunkel said he would then go to Cleveland to handle the 
Daily Worker for the State. He would become Ohio correspondent 
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and circulation manager; this report says, and he disclosed at that 
time that he was loaded with a quota of 150 subscriptions for Cin- 
cinnati, and these subscriptions were to be fulfilled within 3 months. 

AH of these statements which had been made of what was to be 
done were acted oil by the membership at the meeting after talks by 
executive committee members. And those executive committee mem- 
bers who spoke at that time were Levison, Marjorie Dowers, Larry*. 
Moore, James Kachmar, Peter Stark, Eddie Justice, .and those werfc 
all the speakers. Margaret Kline did not speak. 

This was one of the few instances I have seen of democratic prac- 
tices within the party, the Communist Party, that is. There was,, 
our record of the meeting says, quite a lot of criticism poked at Levi- 
son for" his impatience and rough handling of his cadres, but he took, 
it very well. 

New assignments were passed out at that time by Jim Kachmar*, 
Brandt commended the section on its democratic process of our dis-^ 
cussion of Levison and our frankness. This:, he said, was a much 
happier solution than the replacement of the previous secretary. We- 
knew nothing about that event. 

And then he came out with a brand new piece of news. He re- 
vealed that Steve Grattan had been ousted out of Columbus. He. 
stated that Steve was relieved of his post for misappropriation of 

Earty funds, in what Brandt said was a substantial amount. We: 
eard later that it was a misappropriation of $24 by Grattan. The 
Columbus executive would take over, Brandt said, until the State office 
of the Communist Party would send down a man from Canton to- 
replace him. 

Incidentally, ousted from the- Communist Party at that time, along 
with Grattan, was Nelrene Grattan, his wife, who was the%treasurer,. 
and who Brandt says was equally guilty. He stated that Grattan. 
now was a person who must be considered,, and this is a qijote, "po- 
litically unsound and beyond the party and an enemy of the work- 
ing people." That is the end of the quote. 

Those were matters taken up at that particular meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you continue in an active capacity 
withthe'.Gommunist Partyin Cincinnati? 

Mr; Edmiston. From that time — very shortly after that, early in 
August I received the consent of the Cincinnati section to go to Day- 
ton to obtain employment there on a new newspaper which was being 
proposed then by the United Electrical Union. It was to be a news- 
paper which would be circulated among all of the locals of the Ohio- 
United Electrical Union. My job on there was to take over the busi- 
ness managership of the paj>er and supply the advertising which would 
support it. : That original idea had been proposed by Irwin Barkan 
to my wife 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell the last name ? 

Mr. Edmiston. B-a-r-k-a-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell the first name? 

Mr. Edmistois t . I-r-w-i-n. ^ 

Mr. Taven-ner. Have you identified him previously? 

Mr. Edmiston. He has been previously identified as a Communist 
Party member in Columbus. My wife met him on July 4 in Phil* 
adelphia at the American Peace — correction, Peoples Mobilization. 
At the time the name was changed at this national convention, and 
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Barkan told her at that time that they were putting forward this 
paper ; after some discussion Barkan suggested I might be a good 
person to come over and take over the business managership of it, and 
he would make arrangements with the officers- of the United Electrical 
Union up there, whom he knew and had intimate dealings with. Ac- 
cordingly, it was* arranged that I go to Dayton to contact Arthur 
"(Garfield? who* was then** the' ^United' Electrical' organizer in* Dayton, 
and Henry Fiering of the United Electrical, and a man by the name 
of K. M. Kirkendahl. These, Barkan said, were the key people 
that were to be contacted, and he added that they could be depended 
upon. 

Accordingly, I notified Eddie Justice or Biedermann in Cincin- 
nati and at the same time managed to run into Bob Gunkel and tell 
him of the situation. I have no recollection of discussing my tempor- 
ary leave from Cincinnati with Levison, who then was acting as party 
secretary in Cincinnati. However, as Gunkel later explained to me 
in Dayton, I was supposed still to be a member of the Cincinnati 
section and not to be affiliated in any way with the Communist Party 
in Dayton, except to follow such instructions as were given me by Herb 
Ree&v$i<m Coi^'toist Party Section secretary in Dayton. <3Herbert 
Reed had been Communist Party section secretary in Springfield, 
Ohio, and had been moved a few months before to Dayton. And 
during that time I met and had contact with quite a number of iden- 
tified Communist Party members in Dayton, Montgomery County, in 
and around Antioch College and in the city. These of course in- 
cluded Herbert S. Reed, the Communist Party secretary there, and 
his wife, whose first name I do not know, Lillian Rothenberg, who 
formerly had been active in Communist Party and YCL activities, 
in C.olurribus, was then in Dayton and active, as was Irwin Barkan 
andlrviii (xitlin, formerly of Columbus.. 

- Mr: Tavenner. Spell that. 

Mr. Edmiston. G-i-t-l-i-n, I-r-v-i-m. He was the son of Morris 
Gitlin of Columbus, whom Steve Grattan had identified as a Com- 
munist Party member there also. Other persons who had been iden- 
tified to us, who were identified to us by Herbert Reed as Communist 
Party members in Dayton were William H. Chambers, Bebe Ober, 
-wife of John 'Ober. 

Mr. Tavenner. As you give these names, can you identify 5 their 
positions? 

Mr. Ekviiston. I will attempt to do that. 
* Mr. Tavenner. Or their employment? 
Mr. Edmiston. Yes, I will attempt to do that. 

- Mr. Tavenner. And if they had positions within the Communis! 
Party state that also. 

Mr. Edmiston. Now, then, going back to the beginning of Herbert 
S. Reed, Communist Party secretary, we never knew what industrial 

?lant he was employed in in Dayton. However, he was the Communist 
'arty secretary there, and his address .was 221 Floral Avenue at that 
time. His telephone number was Fulton 1569'. He told us that that 
telephone was listed under the name of Reinhardt. We never knew 
whether these Reinhardts were or were not members of the Communist 
Party. We presume, but we did not know, that his wife was living 
at the same address. 

70347—50^ Ft.l 
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"Lillian Rothenberg, we did not know her employment. As I said, 
she had been active in party affairs in Columbus. She had been a 
delegate to the Ohio Youth Conference in Columbus. She had 
attended the Communist Party Fourth of July picnic in company 
with Steve Grattan and a number of other Communist Party mem- 
bers. She had been closely identified with the North Side Peace 
League in Columbus, and various other peace organizations which 
had been formed by party members in the city. 

Irwin Barkan was a member in Dayton of United Electrical Local 
$06, which we believe at that time was being organized by K. M. 
Kirkendahl. Kirkendahl was not identified as a Communist Party 
member to us. However, he and Barkan were very closer and he was 
very close with Herb Reed. Herb also identified another man who 
was very close to Kirkendahl, whose name was Lou Noble, as a Com- 
munist Party member, Lou Noble had come from some place in the 
East, and he also admitted to me that he was a Communist Party 
member and had been a member either some place in the West— I have 
notes^ covering that. Incidentally, we were never sure of whether 
Lou Noble's name was correct. 

Mr. Velde. You mean by that whether it was an assumed name? 

Mr. &DMISTON. Tes ; whether that was his assumed name. He went 
by that name in Dayton and we did not know where he was employed 
either, and he never indicated where that was. He did tell me, how- 
ler, that ^ e P ian t he was employed in was not organized as yet by 
the United Electrical Workers, and that was as far as we could get. 

Mr. Tavensfjbr. Were you attached to any cell while vou were in 
Dayton? J 

Mr. Edmiston. No, we were not, because we were not members of 
the Dayton section. You see, as explained before, Robert Gunkel 
had said we were still latched on to the Cincinnati section, and there 
we would remain. However, that I might do whatever special chores 
in the Communist Party Herb Eeed assigned to me. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you go to Dayton? About what date? 

Mr. EflMiSTOft. Very early in August. 

Mr. Tavenner. In* 1941? 

Mr. Edmiston. In 1941. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain in Dayton? 

Mr. EDMiSToif. I remained in Dayton until through September. 
The last date which I have on a report made in Dayton, Ohio was made 
on September 19. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there anything more of importance, in your 
judgment, to the committee which occurred while you were in Dayton? 

Mr. EDaiisxotf. Yes. There were two important phas.es to the Day- 
ton operation. The first was that the entire efforts of the Communist 
I arty members in Dayton seemed to be centered around the office of 
the United Electrical Union, where these members were in constant 
attendance, such as Barkan, Rothenberg, and Noble, and the Obers 
and Reed. That was one phase of it. 

The second important phase is that people who were connected with 
the Communist Party in Dayton, and $ilso the top organizers of the 
United Electrical Union there, Garfield and Fiering, Kirkendahl, all 
were closely identified with the activities of the American Peace Mo- 
bilization back in March and April of 1941. That was when we first 
got acquainted with the names of some of these Dayton >peopl^ 
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- Others who were named to us hy Herb Reed, the Communist Party 
secretary there, as party members, included a man by the name of 
John Eomer of Yellow Springs, and Jim Hack, who was active in 
the United Electrical Union's affairs there, and Eobert Evans, who. 
had previously be.en identified, who was active in Dayton, was pre- 
viously identified by Steve Grattan, who also had identified and given 
us the names of Don Pond and Mary Pond as Communist members 
in Dayton. 
Mr. Tavenner. How is the name spelled ? 

Mr. Edmiston. P-o-n-d. Don Pond was an organizer for District 
50 of the United Mine "Workers. Mary Pond, we understood, was 
engaged in newspaper work in Dayton. Eobert Evans had been a 
student, at Antioch College and was active in affairs of the American 
Peace Mobilization in Columbus, as well as at Antioch College. 

William H. Chambers, of the United Electrical Union in Dayton, 
was active in the American Peace Mobilization meeting at Antioch 
in April of 1941. 

, Marcia Spofford, of Antioch College, Yellow Springs, was a very 
active member of the Young Communist League. 
Mr. Tavenner. What was that name? 

Mr. Edmiston. Marcia S-p-o-f-f-o-rrd. I will identify her. She 
was the daughter of a Eeverend Spofford, who is aiow, I believe, and 
has been for some years the editor of the Witness, an Episcopalian 
magazine which is published in the East. His son, William Spofford, 
Marcia's brother, now is a .pastor in Detroit, an Episcopal rector there, 
I should say, and he was active in Communist Party front affairs 
at Antioch during the time we were in the Communist £arty , although 
he never was .identified to us as a Communist Party member. Neither 
was his father, but Marcia Spofford definitely was. We also were 

flven the name of Marcia Sponord's husband. She' went by her name, 
pofford, in the party. > His name was Anthony Russell, and he was 
identified to us as a Communist Party member by Herbert Reed. 
Mr. Tavenijer. Now, you mentioned the name of Arthur Garfield. 
Mr. Edmistoit. That's right. 

Mr. Tavenner.*. What positidri- did he then hold at that time, at 
the time that you consulted him -with regard to the newspaper work? 
~ Mr. Edmiston. He was then field representative of the United Elec- 
trical, Radio, and Machine Workers of America. 

Mr., Tavenner. Did he hold any position in any other organization 
at that time that you know of? 

Mr. Edmistost.. Yes; he did. If you will excuse me a second — 
Martha (addressing Mrs. Edmiston,Jwho was present), may I have 
thafchandbill?- ^ "* . 

This is a handbill which is entitled "Call for a Congress of Southern 
Ohio Ybuth." The provisional committee which .sponsored this meet- 
ing contains the following names : Mama Angell of Antioch College. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the name ? 

Mr, Edmiston. A-n-g-e-H of Antioch College, Yellqw Springs. 
Spencer Bailey of Cincinnati, of the National Association lor Ad- 
vancement of Colored People. Leonard Brooks of the University of 
Cincinnati, previously identified as a Communist Party member. Wil- 
liam H. Chambers, field organizer of the United Electrical, Kadio, and 
Machine Workers of Dayton, previojisly named as a Communist Party 
member. John Foster, Rev. John Foster, that is, of the Graduate 
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School of Applied Religion^ Cincinnati, on whom we have given testi- 
mony, Arthur L. Garfield, international' representative. United Elec- 
trical, Radio, and Machine Workers of America; of Dayton. Lucien. 
K Keys, of the department of social administration of Wilberforce- 
"University, John Leslie of Wilberforce: Peg Lister^ of Antioch 
College. Arthur L, Moore, of Wilberforce University. William C. 
Notz of the Dayton League for Brogr,essiv& Action, at Dayton, Inci- 
dentally, I will add that William G\ Notz 5 name was given me as a 
Communist Party member by Herbert Reed 

Mr, Kejarney. Are those denominational schools? 

Mr. Edmiston, No, they are not. I $o not know whether Antioch 
is a denominational school or not. IS is a school! supported by con- 
tributions by Charles J\ Kettering of General Motors-, who has dumped 
millions of dollars into this' college,, which has a reputation of having 
the strongest Youth Communist League, I suppose, of any college in 
the Nation, 

# Continuing with this list r Alvin S, Roth of Hebrew College of Cin- 
cinnati. Bernie Schmidt, of the steelworkers* organizing committee, 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, wh&is identified iir my testimony as a Communist 
Party member, Arthur Solomon, of Antioch College: Marie Shep- 
pard, of Wilberforce Universityv^Marcm Spofford, of Antioch, That 
Mane Sheppard is S-h-e-p-p-a-r-d, Mary Winstead, of Wilberforce, 



Mr: Edsiiston (continuing). Dean S, Yarbrough, head of the de- 
partment of sociology at Wilberforce. Now, of those people, we have- 
identified as Communist members only Brooks, Chambers, B r ernie 
Schmidt, Marcia SpofFord; 
Mr, Taven^eh. In other words, names of the persons- 
Mr. Edsiistoi^ And Note 

Mr. Tayennek, The persons whose 'names you called out as spon- 
soring that meeting- 

Mr; Ed&ostoh, Sponsoring that meeting, that is right 

Mr, Tavenner. Were not CommunistSi with, the exception of those 
you have just designated as being Communists* 

Mr, EoauSTON. That's right, Marcia Spofford also was the secre- 
tary of the executive committee for this call: for the Congress' of South- 
ern Ohio Youth. 

The purposes of that congress were to make^-it said, protect the 
welfare of conscripts and "end' racial^discrimihatibn and to win jobs 
and training for all youth; to defend civil liberties for all, and to pro- 
tect the rights and living standards of labor. But the killer in there 
was the provision for the protection of the welfare of conscripts, be- 
cause the action which was taken at that Congress, which Martha and 
I both attended, was definitely to break down the morale of the men 
who were conscripted and already in camps in America. This is what 
was done. It was agreed at panels at that Congress, which we at- 
tended, that delegates, who attended this- Congress would write to 
Soldiers already in camps, soliciting letters from them, complaining 
of unsanitary camp conditions, of poor f ood jr of brutality of officers, 
of immorality, and of segregation, and all of these various things 
which could be used to publicize or misrepresent, I should say, the 
actual conditions of soldiers who had been conscripted. That, I think, 
was the boldest step that was ever taken by any Communist-sponsored 
peace organization, but it definitely was decided to do that. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether this organization which spon- 
sored this meeting was a branch of the American Youth Congress-? 

Mr, Edmiston. That is right. It was a, branch of the American 
Youth Congress. 

Mr. Tavenner. Which has been cited as a Communist-front organi- 
zation? 

Mr. Edmiston. That has .b&en^te.d ,as a Communist-front organi- 
zation. 

Mr. Tavenner. I was asking you about 

Mr. Edmiston. We digressed there. 

Mr. Tavenner. For the benefit of the record, I want to state also 
that the American Youth Congress was cited as a Communist-front or- 
ganization and subversive und Communist by Attorney General Tom 
Clark on December 4, 1947. 

I desire to offer the sheet in evidence and request that it be marked 
^'Edmiston exhibit No. 1." 

Mr. Walter. It will be marked and received. 

(The document above referred to, marked "Edmiston exhibit No. 
1," is filed herewith.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I was asking you about Arthur Garfield. m Was he 
known to you at that time to he a member of the Communist Party 
or not? 

Mr. Edmiston. He -was not known to me<to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party. He is one of the hardest nuts I have ever had to crack 
in trying to make that determination, >and I have never been able to 
arrive -at it. He was surrounded on all sides by Communists, whom 
I knew, and he was on very intimate terms with them, but he was 
never identified by anyone as a Communist Party member. I asked 
Herb Seed, the secretary, as to whether Garfield was a member. I did 
that on this pretext: "After all, I am going to have to work on this 
newspaper. I don't want to get red-baited out of here by some fellow 
who may be a reactionary. I don't know this Garfield. Where does he 
stand? Is he one of us? JJ Herb told us he did not know whether 
Garfield was a party member or not, from which I gathered if he had 
been he certainly was not subject to any discipline or any assignments 
by the Dayton section. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mentioned the names of two other persons 
whom you conferred with about the position on the newspaper. 

Mr. Edmiston. One was Henry Fiering* Henry Fiering was an 
assistant to-Garfield, and/I should-say ^probably- his title was-also field 
representative of the United Electrical, Radio, and Machine Workers 
of America. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party or not? 

Mr. Edmiston. He was not known to me to be a member of the 
Communist Party. There again was the situation like Garfield's. 
. Mr. Tavenner. And the third person that you mentioned was 
Kirkendahl. 

Mr. Edmiston. That's right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you to be a member, of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Edmiston. He was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are there *any other persons who were actively 
affiliated with the Communist Party in Dayton who were known to 
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you to be members of th^Communist Party that you have not men- 
tioned? 

Mr. Edmiston. I believe that is all TJiere is^one person in Dayton 
whom I have known, who was identified by E. S. Grattan, Cblunibus 
section secretary, to be a Communist Party member* His correct name, 
which he used in Columbus, was Hyman Tepletzky. 

Mr. Tavexner. Did you mention him yesterday?/ 

Mr. Edmiston. I do not think that I mentioned him. Tepletzky in 
Columbus— Steve Grattan had told on a good many occasions about 
how Tepletzky, beinga member of the Communist Party— he had been 
very active at the time of the* meat-packing strike there in that city. 
During the summer or early part of the summer of 1940 the oniy 
contact that I had with this man was during the time when the 
Workers Alliance in Columbus was picketing the municipal building 
for some pretext, and Tepletzky prepared the signs for us for the 
picketers to carry or the pickets to carry. At that time under thfe 
name of Herbert Tepping he was an officer in the Ohio National Guard. 
I never knew whether he went any further with his. commission in 
the Ohio National Guard or not. When next I knew of him he was 
living m Dayton. I never knew, however, that Tapping took any 
action whatsoever in connection with Communist Party activities while 
he was in Dayton. 

Mr. Tavenner. How was the editorial policy of the newspaper 
determined. J 

Mr. Edmiston. That was determined by an executive board, and it 
was principally determined by the editor. The paper was to be called 
the Dayton Union News. And the union group finally named a man by 
the name of Leo Kuhnle as editor. He was the man who finally was 
to decide =the editorial policy of that newspaper. Mr. Kuhnle was one 
of the most solid r nti-Communists I have ever known. He spotted me 
as one, and he had no use for me whatsoever, and he made it tough for 
me until the time when I got out of there. I was very proud of him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state again when you left Dayton ? 

Mr. Edmiston.. Sometime in late September 1941. 

Mr. Tavekner. Well, did. you continue work within the Communist 
Party after that? 

Mr. Edmiston. I returned then to work within the Communist 
Party in Cincinnati. Most of that wort was in connection with the 
organization of a Cincinnati Victory Group, it was called, which was 
conducted by or with Larry Moore and Joanne Moore and Bill Engels. 
I forget what other Communist Party members were interested in that 
particular movement, but it was to be one of these city- wide affairs, 
which would stir up interest in the war effort. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you continue that work in Colitm- 
bus— I mean in Cincinnati? 

Mr. Edmi^ton. In Cincinnati until late iti December. I should say 
on a date between December 15 and December 20, after Pearl Harbor 
Day, Martha and I received our notice that we were ousted from the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner; Will you tell the committee the circumstances? 

Mr. Edmiston. How that took place ? That, we will. One molding 
Martha received a telephone call at the Palace Hotel where we were 
staying, from Eddie Justice (or Biedermann) , who stated to her that 
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he wished her to meet him immediately at Thompson's Eestaurant in 
Cincinnati. She went down to meet Biedermann, and he was accom- 
panied by Bill Eiigels. "He 'stood at a little distance from "her, she 
related, and,sa,id, t "The time has come for the registration o'iwmembers 
of the party. You and your husband are not to be registered, re- 
registered. From, now . on out you are instructed never under any 
circumstances to have any connections whatsoever with any member of 
the Communist Party, and neither are you to interfere in any of the 
activities of the party in any other organizations in which is might be 
interested. Understood?" 

And, Martha said she understood, but she demanded to know why 
we had been expelled from the party. Justice, or Biedermann, refused 
to say. He simply said, he simply repeated his formula. She stated 
at that time that she, had been a martyr for the party and had been 
indicted and convicted in Columbus, that she had done party work. 
She saw no reason for it and demanded an explanation. Justice, or 
Biedermann, neither he nor Engels said any more, and when she got 
pretty peeved >about the matter they turned and ran. She notified me, 
of it. I got in touch with Biedermann. tie repeated the formula. 

It was some days after that before I was able to make any contact 
with the acting secretary, at that time Dave Levispn. However, I 
went to Levison's home, and I met him and his wife in their hall, 
and demanded to know the reasons for our expulsion from the party 
and asked that we be reinstated. Levison told me at the time that 
I was not to be told why we had been expelled from the party, and 
there was nothing that .the Cincinnati section could do about it. I 
then told him I would take the matter up with Joe Brandt, of Cleve- 
land, the State organizer. 

Some days- later I went to Cleveland and saw Joe Brandt. Joe re- 
fused to say or assign any reason Avhatsoever why we had been ousted 
from the Communist Party,- although I insisted very much that he 
tell me. 

That was the last dealings that we had with any of the personnel 
in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Walter. Have you ever learned why you were qusted from the 
party? 

Mr. Edmiston. We never did, but it seems pretty obvious to us that 
if members of the Communist Party had found out what we were 
doing in the party that we would be expelled. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is this Ed Biedermann or Justice to whom you have 
referred the same person who was reported in a Cincinnati news- 
paper during the last week in June 1950 to be circulating peace 
petitions in the streets of Cincinnati? Do you know that? 

Mr. Edmiston. I presume he is the same person. I had heard of it, 
and I was told he was the same person. That is strictly on informa- 
tion and belief. It seems very logical, of course. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Walter. Any questions? 

Mr. Kearney. No. 

(Witness excused.) , > 

Mr. Walter. The committee will stand recessed for 5 minutes. 
(Short recess.) 
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AITER RECESS 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to recall Mr. Edmiston. 

TESTIMONY OF JOHN J. EDMISTON— Resumed 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr.. Edmiston, the committee has just received a 
telegram^from-Mr.vHyman., Cohen , of the Safe Supply. Co., 30 West^ 
Third Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, which I would like to read to you and 
read into the record. 

Mr. Edmiston. Very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. So that it will be a part of the record, and then I 
will ask you whether you can give us any further information to -clear 
up the subject of this telegram. 

Mr. Walter. What company is he connected with? 

Mr. Tavenner. The Safe Supply Co. [reading] : 

Cincinnati newspapers report that John J. Edmiscon in his testimony yesterday 
named Hyman Cohen, Cincinnati, Ohio, but otherwise unidentified, as a Com- 
munist. My name is Hyman Cohen. I am not and never have been a member 
of the Communist Party or a Communist sympathizer. I have T)een a resident 
and a businessman of this community for 40 years. If there is a Hyman Cohen 
in Cincinnati who is a Communist or a Communist sympathizer, I demand that 
in the interest of fair play the committee require Mr. Edmiston to identify him 
with particularity so. as to dispel any doubt that he may be referring to me. 
This confusion of identity has caused me great embarrassment and should be 
cleared up immediately. If there is a Communist in this community with the 
same name as mine, the public is entitled to know just who he is. 

Now, you mentioned in the course of your testimony yesterday the 
name of Hyman Cohen? 
Mr. Edmiston. That I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us any further identification of the 
Hyman Cohen to whom you xefer ? 

Mr. Edmiston. No ; I cannot, other than he was a person who was 
identified to us and introduced to us as Hyman Cohen in party meetings 
at the Odd Fellows lodge hall in Cincinnati. I have never seen him 
elsewhere. 

Mr. Walter. How old a man was he? 

Mr. Edmiston. He was at that time very young, I would say in his 
twenties ; about the age of 25 or thereabout. He was young, personable, 
dark haired, medium to tall height. I have no further identification 
of this man. at all under any circumstances. I am definitely of the 
opinion that the Hyman Cohen who wrote this telegram is certainly 
entitled to an apology from me if he is not the person we have described 
in that meeting. I am very sorry he has been caused all this damage. 

Mr. Wamer. There are probably a great many Hyman Cohens. 

Mr. Edmiston. Just as. there are a great many John Smiths. It is 
very unfortunate we gave the name of a person whom we could not 
identify, which I did. ' 

Mr. Tavenner. What was his age? 

Mr. Edmiston. I presume he was around 25 ten years ago. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that was in 1940? 

Mr. Edmiston. 1940 or 1941. 

Mr. Walter. Would you know him if you saw him ? 

Mr. Edmiston. Yes; I would recognize him. 
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Mi\ Kearney. I agree with the sender of the telegram, Mr; Chair- 
man, that it is a sad occurrence to have a name mentioned here, and a 
businessman of that name write in and; demand a correction. 

-M^Tavenner.. Where <do you now live? 

Mr. Edmiston. At Waynesville, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you pass close to Cincinnati w going to your ■ 

^°Mx. Edmiston. I can go to Cincinnati at any time, and I would be 
very glad to do that. 

MrTTAVENNER. It is noticed that the sender of the telegram does not 
state his age^ but he states he has been in business there for 40 years-. 

Mr. Edmiston. For 40 years? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Edmiston. He definitely is not the Hyman Cohen we knew, or 
the man named Hyman Cohen who was identified to us. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am going to give you his address,, and will ask you 
on your way home to call by there. m 

Mr. Edmiston. I will do that. Nothing could be fairer than that. 
I am very sorry about this. . 

Mr. Walter. I think the situation has been clarified sufficiently 
through the telegram and your testimony. 

Anything further, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. Tavenner. That is all from this witness. 

Mr. Walter. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Edmiston. I thank the committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Edmiston. 

Mr. Walter. Mrs. Edmiston, will you raise your right hand,, please. 
You swear the testimony you are about to give shall be the truth> the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you- God? 

Mrs. Edmiston. I do. . . . 

Mr. Walter. Let the record show that this testimony is being taken 
before a subcommittee consisting of Messrs. Walter and Kearney. 

TESTIMONY OF MARTHA NICHOLS EDMISTON 

Mr. Tavenner. State your full name,, please. 

Mrs. Edmiston. Martha Nichols Edmiston. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born? 

Mrs. Edmiston. East Ringgold, Ohio, June 25, 1909. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you briefly outline for the committee your .edu- 
cational background ? ' . 

Mrs. Edmiston. Waynesville High School ; summer school at Wilm- 
ington College, Wilmington,. Ohio ; nurse's training at Boston,, Mass. ; 
Air Forces courses at Dayton and Cincinnati Universities. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your employment record? 

Mrs. Edmiston. In 1931 and 1932 I worked as volunteer probation 
officer for theFraixklin County Juvenile Court at Columbus, Ohio. In 
the late 1930's I started a daily feature on Ohio history which ran in 
Ohio newspapers. . 

In 1942, going to Wright Patterson Air Base, I became ^technical 
writer. From Wright Patterson Air Base I -went to Plane Facts 
magazine. From that I became a reporter on the Wright Flyer at 
Wright Patterson Air Base. Leaving the base for a year r I took the 
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editorship of a downtown department store publication for employees* 
Coming back to Wright Patterson, I became editor of Post Script, the 
base's publication for employees. That is it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your- husband has testified as to the circumstances 
under which the two of you joined the Communist Party. Were your 
activities at the beginning the same as your husband's ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. No. I started first with the League of Women 
Shoppers, and then my activities in the Workers Alliance and in 
various picket lines, and peace activities, took me- away from that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you make any record at the time of the infor- 
mation you obtained at the meetings of that organization? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. What disposition did you make of them? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Well, we concluded that it was almost entirely dom- 
inated by the Communist Party. In fact, we called it the Communistic 
Ladies Aid at the time. It was fronted by respectable clubwomen in 
Columbus, but within the organization were , Communist Party 
members. 

t Mr. Tavenner. Did you make a record at the time of the informa- 
tion you obtained? 
Mrs. Edmiston. I did. 
Mr. Tavenner. Do you now have a copy? 
Mrs. Edmiston* I have. 

Mr. ^ Taven ner . Was a copy of that information forwarded to any 
investigative agency ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes; it was forwarded to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation as part of my reports. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you engaged in obtaining this information 
for the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the same way as your 
husband? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you make separate reports or combined reports ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Occasionally they were combined reports. Part 
of the time when our activities split up, we made separate reports. 

Mr. Tavenner. Subject to the chairman's ruling, it will be, satis- 
factory for you to refresh your recollection by reference to the reports 
which, you made. 

Mr. Walter. You may do so. Proceed. 

Mrs. Edmiston. All right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you explain to the committee the operations 
of the League of Women Shoppers in Columbus, Ohio, to which you 
refer? 

Mrs. Edmiston. By "operations 55 you mean the aims and purposes? 
Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Edmiston. They were engaged primarily, at the time I joined, 
in the Yanks Are Not Coming program, the peace program. They had 
in mind, too, certain Government reforms, and bigger relief appro- 
priations, and that sort of thing. Their slogans were generally those 
of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have already stated that there were prominent 
people associated with that organization who were not members of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. That is right. 
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" Mr. Tavenner. I do not want to ask you .anything about those 
individuals, but the committee would like to know the names o± 
persons connected with that organization who were known to you to 
be members of the Communist Party, either at that time or at a later 

Mrs. Edmiston. I can give you those. Beatrice Dunn of Columbus. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me suggest this : In giving their names, I would 
like for you to state what positions they had m the Communist 
Party; if any, and what positions -they hud in this organization, the ■ 
League of Women Shoppers, if any. 

Mrs. Edmiston. Beatrice only appeared at the meetings. ±ier 
mother was one of its motivating forces. I don't know her position 
in the Communist Party other than as a member. Her husband, J ohn 
Davis, was active in organizing. 

Then we have Peg Finley, Communist Party member. 

Mr. Tavenner. Peg Finley? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. 

One of the most active members in the League of Women bhoppers 
was Bessie Gearing. 

Mr. Tavenner. A Communist Party member? 
- Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell it? 

Mrs. Edmiston. G-e-a-r-i-n-g. _ 1 

Nelrene Grattan attended several of the meetings. Whether she 
was. a member of the league or not, I don't know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she a member of the Communist Party to your 
knowledge? • m . . . _ , 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. She was treasurer of the Communist Party 
in Franklin County. 

The president of it was just a stooge, and most of the elderly women 
in the group were, I think. r . 

Mr. Tavenner. I understood you to say that the president and 
most of the elderly women associated with the league were not Com- 
munists but "stooges," as you expressed 'it? > _ „ _ 
' Mrs: EdkiSton. Eight. Thsffp were in<contact with J oe Socoloft, who 
gave them peace lectures. Joe Socoloff, of course, was an active Com- 
ffiax&eb Party member. And they werain contact with. Steve Grattan, 
the secretary of the Communist Party in Columbus. 

(Representative Velde enters hearing room, and Representative 
Kearney leaves.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you active also in an organization known as 
the. American Youth Congress? # 

Mrs. Edmiston. I was not active. I was sent to their conference m 
the Southern Hotel in Columbus, I believe in the summer of 1940. I 
was sent as a delegate from the Workers Alliance. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you make the acquaintance of persons in the 
American Youth Congress known to you to be members of the Commu- 
nist Party? • 

Mrs. Edmiston. I have no such record at present. Joseph Oadaen 
called the meeting. He was the national head, not identified as a Com- 
munist Party member. The 'secretary was Bob Thompson, convicted 
in Judge Medina's court as one of the 11 Communists last year. 

I believe Bob Northup. was there. As to others at that meeting, I 
was not assigned to that particular "phase at that time. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I did not understand whether you identified the last- 
mentioned person as a member of the Communist Party or not, 
Mrs, Edjuiston. Bob Northup? 
Mi\ Tavenner. Yes, 

Mrs. EmnsToir. Yes, He was a YCL organizer. 
Mr. TAvtomaaL YCL stands for what* 
Mrs. EoariSTOtf. Young Communist League, 

Mr. Tavennee. Were you, : along with your husband,, active in the 
affairs of the Emergency Peace Conference and other peace commit- 
tees created by the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Edhiston, Yes ; we were very active in those. 

Mr. Tavenner, You have heard your husband's testimony with re- 
spect to these activities. Is there anything you can add to what he 
has said? 

Mrs. Edmistok. I have one name which I believe he omitted, Don 
West, who was then of Bethel, Ohio. 
Mr. Tavenner, Don West, of Bethel, Ohio? 

Mrs; EpansTON, Yes; at that time. He was a minister; of what 
religion I don't know. He was also a Boy Scout leader at Bethel,* 
Ohio.' He was identified as a Communist Party member and an active 
member of the American Peace Mobilization, 

Mr, Tatonner. Plow did you know that he was a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mrs, Edmiston, He was identified to us by Steve Grattan, secretary 
of the Communist Party at Columbus, 

Mr. Tavenner, Your husband has testified regarding an election 
fraud charge involving you and other persons, 

Mrs. Ediviiston. Yes, 

Mr, Tavenner. Will you tell the committee just what was the basis 
of that charge? 

Mrs, Ediliiston, As he explained yesterday, we were circulating 
petitions which would put Earl Browder and James Eord on the Ohio 
ballot as Communist Party candidates. The whole procedure was 
fraudulent. As he explained yesterday we took the petitions out with 
the top part f olded under. We were instructed by Steve Grattan to 
take the petitions to the poorer parts of town, primarily the Negro, 
sections- Most of them we had to write in ourselves with an "X" by 
their names, The petitions were always- topped by names of Com- 
m ^ St Party mombers > so ^ e wouldn't go out with an empty sheet, 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any other executive of the Communist Party 
present when Grattan gave you those instructions ?. 

Mrs. EosrrsTON. Yes, his wife Nelrene, treasurer of the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not all the persons who 
circulated those petitions were members of the Communist Party, that 
is, all persons who were indicted along with you ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes ;. all of them. were. 

Mr, Tavenner, What arrangement was made about legal repre^ 
sentation of you ? I am not asking how much was charged,, but who 
made the arrangements for you ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Steve Grattan made those arrangements. 

Mr; TAvuNNEit, Did you pay anything toward your legal expenses ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. No. Bessie: Gearing posted bond for the seven 
of us. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know who paid the legal fees? 
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Mrs. Edmiston. TSo, I dbri*t. I presume it -was taken care of from 
party funds. I don't know, however. 

Mr. Taveotter. Did you -attend the 'Southern Ohio Youth Confer- 
ence of the American Youth Congress held at Wilberforce University 
April 19 and 20, 1941* 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenster. What was the' purpose of this meeting ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. As my husband explained, the idea then was to 
keep America out of war, writing letters to conscriptees, and that 
sort of thing. m . . 

Mr. Tavenner. Approximately how many individuals participated 
in thisconf erence? 

Mrs. Edmiston. There must have been, roughly, 250 to 300 people. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your husband has named those listed on "Edmis- 
ton Exhibit 1" who were members of the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. « 

Mr. Tavenner. "Were there other persons present at that conference 
' known to you tp be members of the Communist Party ? 
' : firs. Edmistost: Yes. T don% *ecafll having the full list of them. 
There were others who attended from Columbus and Yellow Springs. 
I can't depend on my memory for all of them. I :only remember ,u 
few who attended from Columbus. I don't have notes on that. 
Mr. Tave^ner. Very well. 

Mrs. Edmistoh. Don and Esther Eodgers I recall -as being there 
f rom Columbus. They were active Young Communist League people. 
And Bob Evans. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were the officers of that Congress i 

Mrs. Edmiston. That was the provisional ^committee my husband 
read you a while ago. That included six Communists. 

Mr. Tavenner. I will not ask you to rename them. Do you know 
whoTvas responsible -for the^success of that meeting? m 

Mrs. -Edmiston*. I would say the hard work of the Communist Party 
members within the various youth groups. Actually, it was the party 
who was responsible for that. '\ . ....... . 

Mr. Tavenntsr. Did you attend the meeting held on April 2, 1941, at 
the CIO headquarters in Dayton 7 ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes ; I did. 

Mr. Taven^ker. Who were other persons present at that meeting * 

Mrs. Edmiston. Seven of >us 'were scheduled to- go originally. All 
but one of us were Communist Party members. However, we wound 
up with three: Leonard Brooks, an active Young Communist League 
member ; he was representing, the American Student Union. And Al 
Both from the Hebrew Union, 'a member of the American Student 
Union and the American Peace Mobilization. 

MxfTAVEKNER. What Hn4*oJ meeting was this? 

Mrs. Edmiston. This was a ^meeting at which we were drafting 
panels and selecting speakers who would appear at Wilberforce. 

Mr. Taveots t er. Who wa^ in -'charge of this meeting. 

Mrs. Edmiston. Bob Evans. He*wasfrom Antioch. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was heTmown to you to be a member of the Commu- 
nist Party? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes, active an the Young Communist League and 
'also active in the American Youth Congress. 

Mr. Taventsodr. Were bulletins distributed at that meeting ? 
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Mrs* Edjuston. No* We were getting up the panels then. There 
were a lot of bulletins on the wall, however. They said : "The Yanks 
Are Not Coming;" "No Convoys for Us;" "No AEF," 

Mr. Taveitner. Who were the principal speakers on that occasion? 

Mrs, ED3HI3T03?, Well, all of us had a hand in proposing various 
speakers. However, Bill Chambers from the United Electrical Work- 
ers Union took the greatest hand. Later Arthur Garfield spoke to us 
by way of encouragement, 

Mr. Taven^ner. What final decision was reached? 

Mrs, Edmistoit* Mostly on speakers and what panels we would touch 
upon. We were immediately going into action writing letters to men 
in camp, conscriptees, and follow the complete party line on peace 
programs. 

Mr* Tavjsnner. Did you attend the meeting of the American Youth 
Congress held in Philadelphia on July 3, 4, and 5, 1941? 
Mrs. EoansTofr. Yes, I did. 
Mi\ TavewjSter, How were you selected ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Rather arbitrarily. I talked about going to Joanne 
Moore, who was going as a delegate, and said that I might possibly be 
able to make it and finance it myself , even if I was not selected by any 
organization to go* Whereupon^oanne, suggested that I go to Mar- 
jorie Dowers, then with Workers Alliance. Marjorie advised me to 
go as a delegate from the Workers Alliance, which I did, though, I was 
not voted a delegate, but I told the people at Philadelphia I was a 
delegate from Workers Alliance* 

Mr. Tavenster. Who were the officers at that convention? 

Mrs. Ed3iisto*f. There were a great many people in charge .of the 
various panels* I recall Joseph Oadden and Al Sidlow 

Mr. Tavenner. Only name those known to you to be members of 
the Communist Party* 

Mrs. Edihistoht* I can only give the names of people from Columbus 
or Cincinnati whom I actually knew. 

Mr* Tavenjser* Suppose you give that. 

Mrs. Edhiston* In r the car in which I went there were Joanne 
Moore, Young Communist League Communist Party member; Lee 
Lorch, Communist Party member who went as a delegate from the 
Teachers Union to which he belonged in Cincinnati ; Lee, aecordingto 
his own. statement, stood high in the party. 

Leonard Brooks, Communist Party member, attended as a delegate 
from the American Student Union. 

Jean Pilver represented a Jewish group ; I don't know which one. 

And myself. 

Other people whom I knew as active Communist Party members 
at that convention were Bob Northup, organizer, and his wife* 

Mr* Tavenner* When you say "organized 35 you mean 

Mrs* Edsiistok", Young Communist League organizer. Betty 
Townsend was a delegate from the Young Communist League* 
There are probably other names, but I do not have them here* 
Mr. Tavenner. Do you know the names of any Communist Party 
members who were oiV the rules committee or on any of the panel 
groups at the convention? 

Mrs. Edmiston* I, for one, was on the rules committee. There 
are other people I can name who were on that committee, but as to 
whether they were Communist Party members, I don't know, Also- 
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I have another name here, Irwin Barkan, 353 Dell Street, Dayton, 
Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. He had been identified by Steve Grattan, 
of Columbus, and by Herb Reed, of Dayton. 

Mr. Tave**ner; 'Did -you attend a meeting , at tile- home of Sidney 
and Genevieve Fox at 2022 Pine Street, Philadelphia, while at this , 
convention? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. They were identified to m& by Lee Lorch as 
Communist Party members, as were the other people who gathered in 
their house, to whom I was only introduced by their first names. Sid- 
ney and Genevieve Fox had just returned from Russia, and we as- 
sembled to hear Soviet records. Lee Lorch took me in tow because 
I was more or less a martyr in Ohio on the petition fraud deal. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know of a group or organization that called 
themselves Friends of 65? 

Mrs. Edmiston. That was discussed with me by Lee Lorch. It was 
local No. §5 of the Wholesalers and Retailers Union, New York City, 
* and ifesays in this report, which ^was written at the time. : 

Lee Lorch says the Communist Party and Youth Congress of New York are 
focusing all attention on this union and packing it with members and leaders. 
There are 17,000 members according to one of the organizers, whose name I do 
not have. The Friends of 65, according to Lorch and organizers, take in a lot 
of Communists and others who can lend financial aid. It has been growing at 
the rate of 700 members a month. 

Why the party was packing it at the time, I don't know. 

Mr. Tavenner. .Would you say the purpose of that organization, as 
far as you were told, was to render financial aid to the Communist 
^Bafrty? ■ * 

Mrs. Edmiston. To render financial aid to JocaLJSTo. 65. 

Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean by local No. 65 ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. That is the Wholesalers and .Retailers Union in 
New York. At this meeting, which was the first change of party line 
the youth organizations had had, at that meeting on the Fourth of 
July I had the pleasure of hearing 1,500 youths recite the pledge of 
r allegiance and ^ing the Star Spangled Banner. They had a rough 
time doing it. 'Tliey forgot the words in places. They were wearing 
the hammer and. sickle with one hand and brandishing the flag with 
the other. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a meeting of the Young Communist 
League* at 32 Ermine Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio, in August 194i? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes, I did'; and I can only depend on memory for 
the people who attended that.. I went with Joanne Moore-: — 

Mr. Tavenner. Just name those known to you to be members of the 
Communist Party. 

Mrs. Edmisxon. Joanne Moore ';, Larry Moore; 

Mr. Tatonner. Was this a closed meeting of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Of the YCL, Young Communist League; yes. 
Florence and Evelyn Thomas; Len Brooks; Jean Pilver. 'Those are 
all I can remember, I haye no notes. 

Mr. Tavestner. Do you know how the meeting was called and by 
whom'? 
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Mrs* Ed&hsto^ It was called by Joanne Moore. Joanne was then 
secretary in the office of T. Louis Majors, a subregional director oJ: 
the steelworkers union. Joe Moore that evening was taking the place 
of Bob Thompson, whom I have mentioned as one of the 11 Commu- 
nists recently -convicted. 

Mr. Tavennisr. What was the purpose of the meeting? 

Mrs. Edmiston. That I cannot recall. I have no notes on it 

Mr* Tave^eu. Do you have any record of what was discussed at 
the meeting? 

Mrs. EoansiON. No, I don't have a thing here, and I don't remember. 

Mr* TAvjm-NER, Are you familiar with the organization of .the ex- 
ecutive board of the Southern Ohio Youth Council? Do you know 
who composed that executive board? 

Mrs. Edbiiston. Yes. I believe we have that on the -record already. 

Mr. Tavenner, As listed on "Edmiston exhibit 1"? 

Mrs* EnaiiSTOK, Eight. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I will ask you to look at "Edmiston exhibit 
I' 5 and identify the names of those persons who were known to you to be 
members of the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Edmistow, Leonard Brooks, Cincinnati ; 

William H. Chambers, Dayton; 

Harold Eisenberg, Columbus; 

William C. Notz, Dayton; 

Bernie Schmidt, Cincinnati ; 

Marcia Spofford 

Mr. Tavenner. Wbat position did she hold in the council? 

Mrs, Edmiston. Marcia ,Spofford was secretary. I am sorry, that 
is not on this sheet, but I have noted in these notes members of the 
Southern Ohio Youth Council, which included Marcia Russell as 
chairman. 

, Mr. Tavenker. That is a record you made at the trme^ 

Mrs. EnaosxoN.. Yes^ this i$ the record I made at the time, 

Mr. Tave^^er. And that record indicates a different person was the 
secretary of that council? 

Mrs. Ed&iiston,. I liave drawn from that list, which is the Congress 
of Southern Ohio Youth. This was the Southern Ohio Youth Council 
when we drew it up in Cincinnati, and I have here Marcia Spofford 
Kussell &s acting chairman* In that memberslrip were Jean Pilver 
of .Cincinnati; 'Joanne Moore; Virginia Chaffee of Dayton; Harold 
Eisenber^ of Columbus; Bob .Northup of Columbus; and Arthur 
Moore of Wilberforce. 

Mr. Tave^ner. Were '.those- persons known to you to be members of 
the Communist Party? 

Mrs* EranteitoN, With ihe exception of two names. Marcia Spof- 
ford Hussellj Jean Pilver, Joanne Moore, Bob Northup, and Harold 
Bisenberg were Communist Party members. The other two were not 
Communist Party members to my Jknowledge. 

Mx\ Tavenner. Will you give the ^names of those who were not 
known to you to be members oi the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. EoansTOisr, Virginia Chaffee and Arthur Moore. 

Mr. Walter. Mr. Tavenner, I tliink this would be a good place to re- 
cess for the day. 
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Mr. Velde. Just one question. Did you say you were active in the 
League of Women Shoppers? 
Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. 

Mr. Velde. What was the idea in mind in promoting that organ- 
ization? 

Mrs. Edmiston. It put up a respectable front, primarily of elderly 
women. Primarily the purpose was peace; stop convoys; no AEF; 
the Yanks Are Not Coming. It was also for bigger relief appropria- 
tions, and it fought for government reforms, primarily city govern- 
ment reforms. 

Mr. Velde. Was the League of Women Shoppers established by the 
Communist Party, or infiltrated by the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. I don't know it on a national level. I only know 
it from the Columbus angle. 

Mr. Velde. The ostensible purpose of the League of Women Shop- 
pers was to get the best bargains that they possibly could, was it not? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes, it was. Of course they took up the peace cry 
louder, I believe, than any other group. 

Mr. Waiter. The committee will adjourn, to meet at 10 o'clock 
tomorrow morning. 

(Thereupon, at 4: 30 p. m. on Thursday, July 13, 1950, an adjourn- 
ment was taken until Friday, July 14, 1950, at 10 a. m. ) 
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ERIDAY, JUiY 14, 1950 

TJjNTiTED States House of Representatives, 

Subcommittee of the 
Committee on Un-American Activities, 
- * * Washington^ D. O. 

public hearing- 

A subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met 
pursuant to adjournment at 10 a. m. in room 226, Old House Office 
Building, Hon. John S. Wood (chairman) presiding. 
„ Committee members present: Representatives John S. Wood, 
Francis E. Walter, John McSweeney (arriving as noted) , Harold H. 
Velde (arriving as noted) , and Bernard W. Kearney. 

Staff .members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel: Donald 
T. Appell, investigator; John W. Carrington, clerk; and A. S, Poore/ 
editor. 

Mr. Wood. The committee will be in order, please. Let the record 
show that for the purposes of this hearing there are present Messrs. 
Walter, Kearney, and Wood. 

TESTIMONY OF MAETHA NICHOLS EDMIST02T — Resumed 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Edmiston, we were speaking of the Southern 
Ohio "iouth Council at the time of adjournment yesterday. Do you 
know Norton Anthony Russell, Jr., of Westhaven, Conn. ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. He was a student at Antioch College and the 
husband of Marcia Spofford: 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you as a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mrs. Edmiston. He was identified to us as such by Herb Reed, 
of Dayton. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did he hold with the Southern Ohio 
Youth Council? fc 

Mrs. Edmiston. I don't know of any particular position other than 
sitting in on meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know Bebe Ianelli Ober ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes, indeed. I first met Bebe Ianelli, it was then, 
in the office of Arthur Garfield at Dayton when we were assembling 
the panels of the Southern Ohio Youth Council. She was identified 
as a Communist Party member by Herb Reed, then secretary of the 
party in Dayton. Last year, or, perhaps. the year before, she was one 
of the active participants in the Univis Lens strike at Dayton. Pre- 
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vious to that she was active in organizing the Progressive Party in 
Dayton when Mr. Wallace was running for President. 

Mr. Wood. Mrs. Edmiston, will you please try to elevate your voice 
a little, because we can't hear you up here. 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. I am sorry. 

Mr. Tavenner.- Was she married? 

Mrs. Edmiston. She was married to John Ober, who later became 
a major, I believe, in the Air Forces at Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know J oahne Moore ? 
Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she known to you to be a member of the 
Communist Party? 

(Eepresentative Velde enters hearing room.) 
Mrs. Edmiston. Yes; she was. 
Mr. Tavenner. Do you know Betty Vanderbeek? 
Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did she have, if you know? 
Mrs. Edmiston. With the Communist Party ? 
Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Edmiston. I don't know of any position she held with the 
Communist Party. We knew her as Betty Vanderbeek first. Later 
She married Bob Evans, of Yellow Springs, who was a Young Com- 
munist League organizer. She was never identified to us positively as 
a Communist Party member. 

Mr. Tavenner. She was not? 

Mrs. Edmiston. At least the reports I have here do not show that. 
Mr. Tavenner. Have you mentioned the name of Kobert "Bob 55 
Evans? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes; as Betty Vanderbeck's husband' and a Young 
Communist League organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. He was identified as such. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know Lillian Eothenberg?. 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes; I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she connected in any way with the Young 
Communist League ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes, positively. I think she worked as a sort of a 
liaison between the groups, because she was present at so many dif- 
ferent conventions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever meet Lillian Eothenberg at the offices 
of local 806 of the United Electrical Workers? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes; for the purpose of carrying her back to 
Columbus. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were any other persons present at the time? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Not that I recall. I might j)oint out that later, 
about 2 years ago, Lillian either entered or applied for Government 
service. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she known to you to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes; definitely. Not only was she identified to us 
as such, but it was a self-admission on her part. 
Mr. Tavenner. Do you know Donald and Esther Rodgers? 
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. Mrs. Ebmiston-. Yes. They were Communist Party members and 
were two of the seven of us who were indicted for .the ^petition fraud in 
Columbus. 

Mr. Tavenster. Were you familiar with an organization called 
Consumers Cooperative Store located on High Street, Columbus, Ohio 2 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. We considered that one of the Communist 
fronts in Columbus. 

Mr. Taveniner. Can you give us -the names of persons active in that 
organization who were known to you to be members of the Communist 
Party? 

(Eepresentative McSweeney enters hearing room.) 

Mrs. Edhiston. The people I can recall right now are : Bessie Gear- 
ing.; Peg Finley; Nelrene Qrattan; Esther Eodgers; and Beatrice 
Dunn, all of Columbus. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Jack and Ruth Perloff? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes; very well., - 

.Mr. Tavenner. Will you explain the circumstances under which 
you became acquainted with them? 

Mrs. Edmisxon. They were -also two of .the people indicted with me 
on the petition frauds 

Mr. Tavenner. Were they known to you to be members of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mrs. Edmisto^t. Yes ; and very active ones. Jack Perloff was an 
organizer.. Ruth Perloff was on the executive committee of the Com- 
munist Party in Franklin County. - 

Mr. Tavenner. When you state that Jack Perloff was an organizer, 
you mean an organizer of what group ? 

Mrs. Ed]mistojs t . Young Communist League, They also were active 
in front groups such as the Workers Alliance and various peace groups. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Laverne and Helen Slagle ? 

Mrs. Edmistw. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state the circumstances of your acquaint- 
ance with them? 

Mrs. Edmiston. They were Communist Party members in Colum- 
bus. • They were identified to us as such and we attended closed meet- 
ings at which they were present. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted, with Herb Siens? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. Herb was one of the Young, Communist 
League members and a Communist Party member, and one of the 
active organizers of the peace groups. I believe he was one of the first 
conscriptees after his activities had terminated in'the peace groups. 

Mr. Tavestisfer. Do you know Joe and Begina Rosen Socoloff ? 

Mrs. Edmistosst. Yes ; I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state the circumstances of your acquaint- 
ance with them? 

Mrs. Edmiston. I know them as active members of the Communist 
Party. Joe Socoloff was our unit chief after we h^d been inducted 
in* the party. Joe* was also active in peace groups, as was his wife. 

Mr. Tave^er. Were you acquainted with Manny Rosen? 

Mrs. Edjviistok. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenker. Will you state the circumstances of your acquaint- 
ance with him ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. We had seen Manny Eosen at Communist Party 
meetings whether they were closed meetings or not, I don't recall. 
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He was usually in the company of Lillian Kothenberg and was identi- 
fied to us by Lillian as a Young Communist League member. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know Harold Eisenberg? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. He was a delegate, as I said yesterday, of the 
Columbus Youth group to the Wilberf orce conference in April. Lil- 
lian JRothenberg was in charge of the Young Communists in Columbus 
before Bob Northup, whom I mentioned yesterday, took over. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ascertain who were the officials of the Day- 
ton, Ohio, section of the Young Communist League ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Let me take a look at my notes. We may have had 
them at a later time. I (yiestion that there was a Young Communist 
League at that time. This report is dated September 20, 1941 : "Lillian 
Kothenberg said that Irwin Barkan, formerly of Columbus who was 
a Communist Party member in Dayton, had asked her to take overthe 
Dayton Young Communist League." 

Mr. Tavenner. A moment ago you mentioned the name of Bob 
Northup? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How was he employed, do you know, at the time 
you knew him? 

Mrs. Edmiston. I find nothing in these notes. I can't remember. 
Mr. Tavenner. Do you know where he is now ? 
Mrs. Edmiston. No, I don't. 

Mr. Kearney. How old a man was he at the time you knew him? 

^ Mrs. Edmiston. Bob was in his very early twenties, I believe, at the 
time we knew him ; probably 21. 

Mr. Kearney, Do you know whether he went in service or not? 

Mrs. Edmiston. That I don't know. Incidentally, yesterday I 
mentioned Don West, of Bethel, Ohio, who was a minister, what de- 
nomination I don't know, and a Boy Scout leader. In case there 
should be some confusion, that being a common name, West had one 
finger off of one hand, I can't remember which. 

Mr. Kearney. Was this man Northup connected with the United 
Electrical Workers Union ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Do you mean in Dayton, sir? He was working in 
Columbus, working within the party in Columbus. 

Mr. Kearney. He was in his twenties? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. 

Mr. Kearney. That was in what year? 

Mrs. Edmiston. 1941. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you familiar with what was known as the 
Mill-End Shop, located at Town and High Streets? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes; that was the store where Nelrene Grattan 
was employed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that in Dayton? 

Mrs. Edmiston. That was in Columbus, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell us more about the Mill-End Shop ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. That was by no means a store which was a front for 
the party. It was a capitalistic enterprise where Nelrene Grattan was 
employed. May I point out that Nelrene Grattan has since severed her 
connections with the party and is a responsible business woman in 
Columbus. 
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Mr. Tayenner. In your work in the Communist Party, did you 
learn whether or not special^ emphasis was being placed by the Com- 
munists on organizing work in the State of Ohio ? 

Mrs. EnMigTOsr. Yes, it was. If I may read you this section o£ the 
report, I have this labeled "Ohio is ttew York Communist Party 
Objective :" 

Lillian said that New York Communist Party members have shown great 
interest in Ohio recently, principaUy because of the progress made by the United 
Electrical Union in organizing here. . 

She frequently heard party members say that "themovement is toward Ohio, 
because of opportunities here to get into labor organizations. 

Dayton, she said, was among the main objectives and she had heard the town 
mentioned frequently by people in New York. 

She had come from Columbus to Dayton, however, principally at Barkans 
suggestion, it appeared. It was he who probably steered her to Arthur Garfield's 
office, and theri to K. M. Kirkendahl at local 806. 

Mr. Tavenner. In reading that statement you referred to the name 
"Lillian. 55 
Mrs. Edmiston. Lillian Rothenberg. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you heretofore mentioned the name of Betty 
Ehrhart in your testimony, do you recall? 
Mrs. Edmiston. I don 5 t recall that I have. 
Mr. Tavenbter. Did you know her? 

Mrs. Edmistoe-. Yes; I did, as an active Young Communist League 
member. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where? 
' Mrs. Edmiston. In Columbus. I believe she originally was from 
Akrpn,, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know Dave Tabbe, I believe also known 
as Tabowitz? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes, I did know Dave Tabbe. T don 5 t have here 
any positive identification of him as a Communist Party member. We 
may have identified him later. I don 5 t have it at hand. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know Wallace Garrett? 

Mrs. Edmistok. Yes. Wallace Garrett was a middle-aged Negro 
in Columbus. They were extremely poor people. He had a lot of 
children. He was used, I think, extensively by the party; who prob- 
ably did provide for him to a small extent. He was not active, how- 
ever, in organizing. He always attended meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Guy Finley ? 

Mrs. Edmiston-. Yes. Guy Finley, the husband of Margaret or 
Peg Finley, was employed by the.Ohio Bureau of Credits in Columbus. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. He was identified as such by Steve Grattan. 
Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Kay Carlson Blackburn ? 
Mrs. Edmiston. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were the circumstances, of your acquaintance 
with him? 

Mrs. Eomistost. He was identified to us as a ^Communist Party 
member. I believe he originally was from Akron. He was later moved 
out of the city, just about the time the Grattans were expelled from 
the party, for wliat reason .we don 5 t know. , 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Frances and Milton 
<Gross? 
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Mrs. Edmisxon. Yes. Weknew them, butnot for Jong. Theyfora 
while lived in the Grattans' house :when Grattan was out organising 
for the party. They were activeparty members as weknew them. 

Mr, Tavekner. Were you living in the same house at any time? 

Mrs. Edmiston. With the Grosses? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, 

Mrs. Edmiston. No. 

Mr.TAVEj^ER. matposition J ifanj 3 did]iriltonGross]iavein'the 
American Student Union? 

Mrs. Ed&ijstqn. I don't have definite information on that. I have 
only on these reports : "Milton is probably a member of the American, 
Student Union. A letter Triiich I -found in the Grattans' apartment* 
■states that lie had written to a person in New York about his wife 
-working in the American Student Union's office," 'That is the only 
reference I have to it. < 

Mi\ Tavenner. Do you know anything about who drew the call for 
the initiating committee anti-Hitler rally of the Cincinnati Youth ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes. I helped draw tihe call Tvith Joanne Stevens 
■ Modre, of Cincinnati, 

Mr. Tavenner. When was that rally to be observed ? 
t Mrs. Edmistow, On Armistice Day. We had to defer it several 
times because there was another conference. 

Mr, Taventcer, Who were the sponsors of this initiating committee? 

Mrs. Edshston, It was largely sponsored by or started by Joanne 
Moore and Larry Moore and the rest of the Young -Communists in 
Cincinnati; It was supposed to be a spontaneous rally sponsored by 
youth all over the city. We had hoped to get prominent people ,as 
speakers, that is, ministers and other people about Cincinnati, 

Mr. Ta vender. Did you refer to Larry Moore? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Yes ; the husband of Joanne Moore. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did he hold, if any, with the Young 
Communist League, or did he hold any position? 

Mrs, Edsviiston. I believe Larry was an organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Marjorie Dowers? 

Mxs; Edmistott. Yes ; I was. Marjorie was one of the more active 
Communist Party members in Cincinnati, 

May I interrupt? Before we leave the people of Columbus there 
is another name I should like to add to mine and my husband's testi- 
mony. That name is Milton Tarnopol, M-i-l-t-o-n T-a-r~n-o-p-o-l. 
Milton was identified to us as a Communist Party member by Steve 
Grattan. Milton was employed by the Ohio Bureau of Juvenile 
Research. Steve explained Milton as a Communist Party member 
who is in a good strategic position, working with, as he said, depend- 
ent and delinquent children. Steve felt that he could organize these 
youngsters who were in the bureau as Young Communist League 
children because, as Steve said, "They haven J t anything to lose 
anyway." 

Mr. McSweenex. Whatyearwasthat? 
Mrs. EmtfiSTOM-, 1940. 

Mr. McSweeney, I was in charge of the department of public 
welfare from 1931 to 1935. 

Mrs. Edmiston. It was in 1940 that we first heard of him from Steve 
Grattan. 
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Mr; Tavehtner. Do; you know a person known as''"Sister"' Crowder ? 

Mrs*. Edmistoit. I knew "Sister"' Crowder. Wa saw her* in meet- 
ings in Cincinnati, but she was not very active. 

Mr. Tavenner. She was not a Communist Party member' to your 
knowledge? 

Mrs. Edmistoi*. She was never identified to. us, as such. She was 
active in the "Workers Alliance.. . 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the Cincinnati Yputh Victory Council? 

Mrs. Edmjstoht. That was this spontaneous rally which we were 
working on with Joanne Moore. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there Communist representation on that 
council? 

Mrs. Edmiston. It was started by Communist Party members. 
Later we had other people on the council. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were on the council who were known to you 
to be members of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Edmisto^t. Joanne Moore is one; she guided the meeting; 
Larry Moore, her husband ; and myself. There were three other non- 
Communist Party members. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know a person by the name of Eddie 
Justice?' 

Mrs*. Edmiston-. Yes, Eddie Justice Biedermann,, or Abraham 
Biedermann. 

Mr. Tavenner. What are the circumstances under- which you 
became acquainted with him ? 

Mrs. Edmistost. Through Robert Gunkel, Communist Party secre- 
tary in Cincinnati at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Biedermann a member of the Communist 
Party to your knowledge ? # 

Mrs. Edmiston". Yes; one of the most active members, I should 



Mr. Tavenner. To whom did you pay your Communist Party dues 
whileyou were a member oithe Communist Party? # 

Mrs. Edmiston. We- generally paid them to Margaret Kline or 
Kramer, later Mrs. Eobert Gunkel, 

Mr.' Tavenner. Did you ever pay any Communist Party dues to 
Biedermann? . 

Mrs. Edm isto:n\ No ; I don't think we paid him. We- talked to him 
about paying dues just prior to .our leaving the party. 
Mr. TAvenner. Do you know Bob Levy? 
Mrs. Edkiston-. Yes. . 
Mr. Tavenner. What were the circumstances of your acquaintance- 
ship with him? . 

Mrs. Edmistost. We knew him from having- seen him at various 
Communist Party meetings,, both open and closed meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you to be a member of the, Com- 
munist Party? 

Mrs. EdmiStok. Yes ; he was. . 

Mr. Tavenner.'Do you recall a,n occasion on which Anna Louise 
Strong was the principal speaker in Cincinnati? 

Mrs. Edmisxok. Yes ; that was a : meeting sponsored by the* Inter- 
national Workers Order, held on November 5, 1941, at the Metropole 

EotiL ^ . _ ' 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the purpose of that meeting? 
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Mrs. Edmiston. According to my notes, it was an ppen meeting at 
which Anna Louise Strong, who had visited Russia recently, was the 
speaker. The proceeds of the meetings were to go to war relief for 
the Soviet. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you make a record of the subject of her speech, 
or do you recall what the subject of her speech was ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. I don't recall the subject of the speech, and I don't 
have it here. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you state the names of the persons who were 
known to you to be Communist Party members who were in attend- 
• ance at that meeting? 

Mrs. Edmiston. Maty Stoddard from Hamilton; Mollie Tenen- 
holtz ; J ack and Rose Aronoff ; Carl Levy ; Bill Engels ; Marg Dowers. 
Those are the only people I have here. I think tlais is incomplete. 
Thejre -may have been others. 

(Representative Walter leaves hearing room.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Are there any other activities of the Communist 
Party in the various places where you lived during the period of your 
membership in the Communist Party about which you would like to 
tell the committee ? 

Mrs. Edmiston. I think we have covered them quite thoroughly.: 
I have here a note on the .subject of Anna Louise Strong's speech, if 
you wish.to go back. She stressed cooperation with Russia, relief to 
Russia, opening' a second front in Europe. 

I can't recall anything in the way of Communist Party activities- 
that we haven't covered, either by my husband's testimony or what 
I have brought out by questioning. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. McSweeney. 

Mr. McSweeney. No questions. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Velde. 

Mr. Velde. Do you know where Anna Louise Strong is now ? 
Mrs. Edmiston. No; I don't. 

Mr. Velde. She was sometime ago expelled from Russia and catne- 
back to New York City. 
Mr. Wood. Thank you very much. 
(Witness excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Victor Decavitch. 

Mr. Wood. Do you solemnly swear the evidence you give this com^ 
mittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,, 
so help you God? 

Mr. Decavitch. I do. 

TESTIMONY OF VICTOR DECAVITCH 

Mr. Tavenner. You are Mr. Victor Decavitch? 
Mr. Decavitch. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is this the correct spelling of your name,. 
D-e-c-a-v-i-t-c-h? . 

Mr. Decavitch. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Decavitch. I was born on December 15, 1912, at Coal Cente^ 
Pa. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you briefly outline for the committee your em- 
ployment background? 

Mr. Decavitch. At the age of 15 I entered the . coal -mines at Fair- 
mount, W. Va., just on the outside, about 4 miles. I worked there 3 
years in the coalmines. Then I moved to Pennsylvania and worked 
eit Vestaburg. That is just about 7 miles from the place of my birth. 
Then we moved to Ohio and I worked at steel mills, Eepublic Steel, 
and from there I worked at the Sunlight Electric Co. Sunlight later 
became a division of General Motors, I was an employee of this com- 
pany for 15 years. . 



which was a division of General Motors, and in turn became, at a later 
date, employed by thfc district 7 United Electrical Radio and Machine 
Workers of American union, by being elected as the district president 
and general vice president of the United Electrical Radio and Machine 
Workers. . 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of the company m which you 
organized the union? 

Mr. Decavitch. Sunlight Electric, a division of General Motors 
Corp. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was that? 
Mr. Decavitch. At the inception of the GIO in 1936. 
Mr. Tavenner. Did I understand you to say that you were on the 
executive board of district No. 7? 
Mr. Decavitch. I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first go on that board ? 

Mr. Decavitch. At the stage of organizing the Sunlight local. It 
was* the start of the CIO at that time, and they didn't have many 
organizers. The United Electrical Radio and Machine Workers, in 
particular, had just gotten through forming their international union 
and they didn't have many organizers to send in to organize the- plants. 
I was sent some application cards, and in turn, with a group of work- 
ers, we organised the Sunlight plant, and 8- or 9 months later I was 
placed on the district executive board of district 7. I think that was 
in the fall of 1936 or 1937. 

Mr. Tavenbter. How long did you remain on the executive board? 

Mr. Decavitch. As an executive board member or vice president 
of the district, I remained in one or both of those positions up until 
1941, and then I was elected as president of the district and I re- 
mained as such until the latter part of 1945. I was elected for* five 
successive terms. In the latter part of 1945 I was elected for another 
term, but I resigned after about 1 month of that term. ^ 

Mr. Tavenner. What territory is embraced within district 7?- 

Mr. Decavitch. District 7 embraces the States of Ohio and Ken- 
tucky, and you also became a general vice president of the international 
union by being elected to the district presidency, which automatically 
makes you a general vice president of the United Electrical Eadio and 
Machine Workers of America. 

Mr. McSweeney. Where is the Sunlight plant ? 

Mr. Decavitch. It is located in Warren, Ohio. It is a division of 
General Motors. It was not at that time, but it later became a division 
of General Motors. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you explain the circumstances under which you 
were elected to the presidency of district 7 in i941 ? 



I became instrumental 




the Sunlight Electric plant, 
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Mr, Decavttcb:. 111 li?41 I was elected to the district presidency. 
I was a vice president at that time. I was called by a group of work- 
ers from Dayton, Ohio, requesting me to meet with them in Mansfield 
the day before the convention, we held a quarterly convention to 
transact the business of the United Electrical Kadio and Machine 
Workers within that district, every 3 months, to pass resolutions aiid 
take up prctolems- that affected the workers, and probably many times 
we would take up resolutions which some of die bodies wanted to 
pass as the official thinking of the United Electrical Eadio and Machine 
Workers in that district. 

I wa# called to meet with that group in 1941. That was the year 
that J ames B* Carey was deposed as the president of the United Elec^ 
tncal Eadio and Machine Workers of America. I did not attend 
that convention. That was the Camden convention at Camden, Kf* J, 
I was not at that convention* In fact I was on my vacation in 
Canada. ^ I was elected as a delegate, but did not desire to go. Instead 
I went with my family to Canada* 

This party tried to get hold of me, but was told I was out until 
Thursday. When I returned, a fellow named James Kraft, president 
of local 755, Dayton, Ohio, called and said: "Vic, there is a group 1 of 
us just back from the convention, and it is very desirous for- us to sup- 
port somebody else than' the present president of district % and we 
would like to talk to you. Many of us think you would probably make 
a good president for the district, and I wonder if you would meet with 
us." 

I did meet with them prior to the election of the- president of district 
7 in m$. 

Mr* TAVENsm That individuaP&name was James Kraft, K-r-a-f-t ? 

Mr. Dboavitch. Yes* He is president of local 755, Dayton, Ohio, 
That is- the Delco local* 

We discussed the question very thoroughly. They tried to get me 
to make certain commitments and promises. I said if they wanted 
to support me it was all right, but I would make no commitments or 
promises* 

Mr. Tavennjsr* What type of commitments were you requested to 
make? 

Mr, Deoavi^oh* Such as placing certain people on the staff, and 
tilings pertaining to whether or not I would go along in lambasting 
the commies within the UB. It was strictly an issue of left-wing 
or right-wing at that time, 

I said I would take the neutral position and see what was what as 
far as that particular point was concerned* It was shown to me 
very clearly that I could be elected without any doubt. 

The other group, after disposing of James Carey as national presi- 
dent of UE, got one of the shocks of their life the next day* I under- 
stood that post haste Mr* J ames J. Matles, director of organization for ' 
the United Electrical Eadio and Machine Workers of America, flew 
from New York to Cleveland and immediately called some of his 
workers into Cleveland and wanted to know what had happened that 
Vejlupek was replaced by me. 

Mr. Tavejtnek* What was the name of your predecessor? 

Mr* Decavitoh. Joseph Yejlupek. 

Mr. T^visfcTNEit, Howisthatspelled? 

Mr. Djgcavitch* Joseph V-c-]-l-u~p-e~k, 
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Mr. Tav^enner. Prior to that time liad you ever been requested to 
become a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Deoayitch:. Yes; on a few occasions J was requested, as one of 
the leaders of a local union and on the district executive board, 
naturally, UE being -vpjiat it was at that time. 

Mr. Taveistner. What do you mean by that ? 

Mr. Deoavitch. By that I mean, I think in 1936 and 19$7 it wasn't 
as bad because it was just being formed, but at a later date one of 
the main qualifications of working for' the United Electrical Radio 
and Machine Workers of Americapretty much was whether you were 
a member of the Communist Party. Jf you were not, it was very 
difficult to get a job with the tJnited Electrical Eadio and Machine 
Workers of America. I venture the prediction that the United Electri- 
cal Eadio and Machine Workers of America, as far as the paid' staff is 
concerned, people employed out of New York, they are 99.9 percent 
pure Communist Party members. 
~ Mr. Wood. As of the present time? 

Mr. Begavitch. As of today; and not only as of today. I wppld 
say also as of the time when I was district president. 

Mr. Taveotter.' You stated that you were requested to join the 
Communist Party. Will you state the circumstances ? 

Mr. DECAyiTCH. Yes;_I can state the circumstances., as'beihg on^of 
the labor leaders there. Their ppsitipn at all times was to infiltrate 
in the local unions and get the key positions, or get the people who 
hold key positions. 

Mr. Tavenotr. You are speaking of what time now ? 

Mr. Decavitcjsc. WJien they .asked me to become a member pf the 
Communist Party. It was when I was president of the local at 
Warren, Ohio. Naturally tjiey want the person in that position to 
be in the party. They would have people work on persons in £ey 
positions, and the person who .worked on me wajs Arthur Grarfiela, 
international representative pf the United Electrical "Radio and Ma- 
chine Workers of America. He represented the international ojfice 
from New Yprk City. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where is Arthur Garfield now ? 

Mr. Decavitch. At the present time I couldn't tell you. 1 under- 
stand he is working out of the New York office, 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know his present position in UE M this, 
time? 

Mr. D^pavjtch. Yes. *He is still an international representative,. 
There is a distinction between field organizer and international repre- 
sentative. A J3eld organizer takes direction .from an international 
representative or a ge&er&l yice president pr president of that district ; 
a&d m turn when ypjj. .are elepted as .district president pr interna- 
tional ylce president of the national union, yop. then hecoine .known; 
as the boss of that particular district and everypne working, wid$r 
you pome? under jour jurisdiction but it js npt truly .sp. He is sup- 
posed under the constitution tp work under the jurisdiction pf the 
president pr general vice president pf that district, but the way the 
set-up is in the TJE union it doesn^t work that ^ay. The boss of the 
whple set-up is James J. Matles, director of the whole organization. 

Mr. Tavejoter. Will you state in more detail the .circumstances 
under which. Arthur Gtarjfield, and- other persons, if that be true,, en- 
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deavored to get you to come into the Communist Party, and what you 

^ECAvrccH, Prior to m ? becomin £ president of the district, I 
think the only one that approached me at the time I was a district 
executive board member or vice president of the district happened 
to be Arthur Garfield. On our trips-they would call me out of the 
plant to take an organisational assignment somewhere— many times 
J. had occasion to ride with Arthur Garfield, and he would tell me of 
some of his experiences in the Communist Party and maybe why I in 
turn should join it 

i Mr. Tavenner, After you became president, will you state what 
inducements were made or what efforts were made to brine vou into 
the Communist Party? 

( Mr. Decavitch. After I was elected, as you would say, as an oppo- 
sition candidate to their candidate, they became quite alarmed about 
the situation^ Here they had just defeated James B, Carey as inter- 
' national president, and district '1 immediately after that— you see, the 
district convention follows the national convention — here comes 
someone that is upsetting the apple cart, you might say. They got 
alarmed because the whole staff that worked for the international, 
union was opposed to me. 

_Mr. Katies called this meeting in Cleveland immediately to review 
with his staff what happened that Mr, Vejlupek was defeated. 

When I took my post sometime within 2 weeks after the election, 
I called a staff meeting of all the staff members and we discussed 
the question pertaining to the matter of what we would do. It was 
]ust like working in a hornets 3 nest. I knew what the situation was, 
_We had a very good meeting. We discussed the problems of the 
district and got a prospectus as to what we were to do, which was 
first to organize the unorganized. 

Coming out of that meeting, an international representative— I 
don't know whether he was an international representative at that 
time or just a field organizer. I will say he was a field organizer, 
because later I intervened for him to be an international representa- 
tive; he was Henry Fiering. 

# Fiering approached me and asked what was going to be my posi- 
tion, whether ttaere would be any red-baiting. I said, "What do you 
mean, Henry?" 

He said, "Let's put the cards on the table, You were elected as an 
opposition candidate to the choice we had, and we are wondering 
what your position will be as far as the Beds are concerned in the 
district Are you going to benighting the issue of Reds in the dis- 
trict, or are you going to organize the unorganized?" 

I said, "Henry,"— I am referring to Henry Fiering— "my position 
is going to be one of organizing the unorganized, and we are going 
out to do the best job we can within this district," 

He saidj "Well, I am glad to hear that, and I hope that will be 
your position within the district throughout," 

After that we had many occasions to go around the State together 
carrying out assignments, 

1 I would like to say to the committee that the whole staff does in a 
sense become workers; that is, thev take assignments from .the inter- 
national representatives and the international representatives take 
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/their assignments from me or from James J. Matles at that time. 
In other words, the general vice president of the district or president 
of that district becomes the boss of the whole district. 

We would ride around together on our assignments, and that gave 
.Mm an opportunity to discuss communism with me. Alter many 
discussions he approached me as to whether or not I would ]oin the 
party. I was very skeptical as to what the party was doing. I had 
often heard of their attitude toward Catholics, and I happened to 
be one at that time and my wife's sister happens to be a nun. I 
-to find out what was the attitude of these people m regardto Catholics, 
and I wanted to see what they were trying to accomplish.. 
- He said, "Will you sign a card and join up V 
I said, "Does signing a card mean I join up ? 
He said, "Yes, it does." , , , _ 

I did sign a card, and to this day I don't know what happened to 
it That was about 6 months after the election. After that it seemed 
I was accepted by many of the party members. They would speak 
more openly in front of me. The months before I signed a card they 
-were awfully coy and would watch what -they would say when I came 
in the office. # 
Mr. Tavenner. Did you sign a card more than once k 
Mr. Decavitch. No. . _ 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you»pay Communist Party dues* 
Mr. Decavitch. I never paid-Communist Party dues. - . 
Mr. Tavenner. Were you under Communist Party discipline *m 
any way to the extent you were given orders? 

Mr. Decavitch. That was the funny thing about the whole thing. 

• I knew the discipline in the party was very strong. I am speaking of 
people like Henry Fiering and Arthur Garfield. When the higher 

• ups teH them- what to do, it is not questioned. But very seldom would 
a party man tell me what to do. They would try to convince me what 
to do; but if I wouldn't go along with them, at no time did I ever 
consider myself subject to discipline, nor did they attempt to disci- 
plineme. > n . 

Mr., Tavenner. You spoke of a group coming to you to induce you 
to make the race on their side for the position of president. 

Mr. Decavitch. That is right. . 
• Mr. Tavenner. You said James Kraft was the speaker ? 

Mr. Decavitch. He was one. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you name the group he represented ? 

Mr. Decavitch. James Kraft was president of local 755, Dayton, 
Ohio ; he was there. The president of local 811, the Frigidaire local, 
was there. We were practically all General Motors- groups. I was in 
local 717. James Kraft was General Motors ; and some from the Fri- 
gidaire local were there; and there were other delegates from Dayton 
there. They swunga very sizeable vote.. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend any Communist Party meetings 
'which were strictly meetings of the Communist Party ? * 

Mr. Decavitch.. Not too many. To the best of my recollection I 
-was asked on one occasion to attend, I think it was aBrowder rally, 
which I' attended, and another time I was asked to attend a meeting 
.pertaining to something that happened in Cleveland 'where strictly 
people belonging to the party were present.- Henry Fiering asked me 
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go and he said he was^oing there. It was to discuss some strategy, 
and they wanted a commitment that we would support that. 

Present was someone from the mine v miil and smelter union, 

Mr. TAYiBNiffERv Do you know who that was,? 

Mr. Djgcavitch. Yes. The man is dead now. It was Ales Balint, 

Mr. T^venker, Will you spell the last name'? 

Mr, Decavitch. B-a-M-n-t. 

Mr; Velde. Can you fixUiedate of the meeting? 

Mr. Decayitch. ^To. I never thought I would be called to testis 
onthisstuff. ^ 

Mr, Velde. Can you give it within u year ? 

Mr. Decavitch. I think it was in 1943 , It was during the war pe- 
riod. 

Mr* Velde. That was the Cleveland meeting ? 

Mr. JDega^ch, Yes. "Tliere w&s a question of .some support for 
something that was going to Jhappen within Cleveland, and Henry 
Fiering and myself represented UE, and it was strictly members of the 
Communist Party there, 

Mr. Velde. In the Browder rally were onlyCommnrdstPartyanem- 
bers present? 

Mr. Decavitch. Jfo. The Browder rally was another affair I was 
asked it I would attend. It was just a mass meeting, and the hall 
was packed when I attended that meeting. 

Mr. Velde. In what year was that? 

• Mr. Decavitch. I don't remember. 

Mr, Velde. "Was it be before the Cleveland imeetingZ 

Mr, Decavttgh. Wo ; it was after. In fact, I think it was in im 

Mr. Tavenner. With regard to this first meeting attended only by 
Communist Party members, was it the purpose of that aneetSng to jy&fis 
dowii to the various ^organizations represented at it the decision of 
the Communist Party members-? 

Mr, Decavttoh, Yes,- that was it If we-came to the conclusion this 
was what we were .going to do, ,and committed out organization to 
that, each representative was to go back to the local union and build 
up support for the particular -thing -we were talking about. It isn't 
too important what, particular tiling it ivas, 

Mr, TAVEsrifEit, It is more the principle *rf it I am interested in at 
the moment. How did the plan loriginate and how was the plan 
brought down to the membership at thatmeeting? 

Mr. Dbomitcb^ As to knowing just wliere it originated, I wouldn't 
say. All I know as that through Henry Jeering I was :asked .to attend 
this meeting. Who asked Henry Mering to comethere, I don't know. 

Mr. Taveniter. You were teHingustke names of ^other persons who 
were present members oi the Communist Party ut ithat Cleveland 
meeting, 

Mr. Deoavitch, Yes, 

Mr, Taven:ner. You earned one person. 

Mr. Decavitch. Yes; Ales Balint was the "one. Another was Mr 
Greenwood. I 4on 3 t remember his first name. He represented the 
longshoremen and warehouse union in Cleveland. He acted as chair- 
JZ* ***** this m ^ eti ^g ™$ m his apartment somewhere past 
l<ifty"fifth Street going east. I don't recall jusfc the address, but I 
think I could just aoout drive there. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Can you name others who attended that meeting? 

Mr. Decavitch. Others were the ones I will come to later pertain- 
ing to particular problems of UE and UE staff organizers only. That 
, will be the others, which I think we will cover at ,a later time. But 
as to being one who was asked to all kinds of party meetings, they 
didn't do that to me. If I was considered a party memb.er, they didn't 
want everybody to know it. I think that is why I was not asked to 
all the party meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Arnold Johnson? 

Mr. Decavitch. I sure was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did Jie hold within the Communist 
Party, if you know? 

Mr. Decavitch. Arnold Johnson is the secretary of the Communist 
Party for the State of Ohio, and I think the secretary, in turn, is the 
keyman within the State, or section or region. He was the keyman 
for the Communist Party in the State of Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he have any position with the UE? 
k Mr. Decavitch. He did not have any position with the UE, what- " 
soever. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he one of those present at the meeting that you 
spoke of a moment ago ? 

Mr. Decavitoh. He was not. Mr. Greenwood was the spokesman 
for the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. j)o you know where Arnold Johnson is now -and 
what his position is now ? „ 

Mr. Decavitoh. I do not know where he now is, only I understand 
he since has been elevated to a higher position in the party, ,and jl 
.believe he is stationed m New York City. I .may be incorrect on it. 
. Mr. Tavenner. Did you become acquainted with Hy Lumer, H-y 
Lru-m-e-r? 

Mr. Decavitch. I did become acquainted with him. 
Mr. Tavenner. Did he have any position within the Communist 
Party to your knowledge?. 
Mr. Decavitch. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr., Tavenjner. Do you know whether or not he was a member of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. DECAyrxoH. I could ,not tell you. Idon?tknow. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he,<ever attend a Communist Party meeting 
.when you were present? 

Mr. Decavitch. He. never attended any meeting where I was pres- 
. ent. # The only association I had with Mr. Hy Lumer was, he came and 
solicited me for funds to start an educational school in Cleveland. 

Mr. Tavenner.- Tell us about .that. 

Mr. I)ecavitch. .Just as I said, the only acquaintance I had with 
Hy Dumer, I was called, either by Arnold Johnson or someone else 
from the Communist Party office, and told that Mr. Hy Dumer would 
be in to see me for a donation for a school to get started in 'Cleveland 
in order that the workers, in the evenings, would have a place to come 
where they could be brushed up on many items, such as collective* 
bargaining, and I think a little history ,and everything else, and I 
was asked on occasion to speak there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you make the donation? 

Mr. Decavitch. Yes; the district did make the donation. 

70347—50 6— Pt. 1 
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Mr. Tavenner. That was a donation from HE? 

Mr. Deoavitoh. Yes; it came up before the district executive 
"board, and I think my recommendation was to give them $300 or $500, 
and we told them there would be more there if the school needed it. 

I did not think at that time that the school had anything to do with 
1>he Communist Party, and had no reason to think so, only that the 
party called me and said they were interested in seeing the school 
.started. Otherwise I would not know it had that leaning. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know the name of the school? 
r Mr. Deoavitoh. I think it was the Ohio School for Applied Science, 
or something like that. No, that is not right. I had better not say, 
and I had better have that stricken out, because there may be such 
a school in Cleveland. I think they even asked if I would lend my 
name as a sponsor, and I believe I did, because they told.me there were 
people like J udge J erry Jackson sponsoring it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that school open to labor groups generally, or 
was it confined to any group ? 

Mr. Deoavitoh. I think the school was open to anyone who- worked 
within the plant. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know anything about the history of the 
school? 
Mr. Deoavitoh. I do not. 
(Eepresentative Kearney leaves hearing room,). 
Mr. Tavenner. As president of district 7, you, of course, were well 
acquainted with all the organizers of UE in your district? 



Mr. Tavenner. I would like for you to state to the committee the 
names of organizers in your- district from the time you became presi- 
dent until the present day, if you can, who were known to you to be 
members of the Communist Party or who are now known to you to be 
members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Deoavitoh. Yes; I can name quite a few of those individuals 
who were or who are presently working for the United Electrical 
Eadio and Machine Workers of America. 

Taking them in their key positions from the top, I would say, first, 
Arthur Garfield. Arthur Garfield was an international representa- 
tive of the United Electrical Radio and Machine Workers of America, 
and he definitely was a member of the Communist Party. 

Next was Henry Fiering, who also became an international repre- 
sentative during my term of office. Before that he was a field organ- 
izer. He and his wife, Clara Fiering, are both members of the Com- 
munist Party. Clara Fiering at one time worked for the staff, too. 

Next is John Thomas. John Thomas is a member of the Com- 
munist Party. I particularly knew about that, and at times Henry 
Fiering would discuss the question with me. But I will say that I 
think Mr. Thomas is a very poor party man, like myself. He takes no 
active j>art whatsoever. He is probably only a card member. 

This is one who takes a very active part in the affairs of the party, 
Forest Payne, P-a-y-n-e. I think he is on the staff at the present time, 
unless he was taken off recently. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you know these various persons were 
members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Deoavitoh. Going back over the names fast, Garfield used to 
approach me to get me into the party. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You have explained that. 

Mr. Deoavitoh. Henry Fiering was instrumental in getting me 
to sign my card. 

John Thomas, I saw him sign his card; 

Forest Payne, I know him to be a Communist through his activities 
•and from discussions that would sometimes be had, and what Henry 
Fiering would say. Henry seemed to be the one who traveled all over 
the State, and he pretty well became courier for the party also. He 
would cai^ry the messages all over the State. 

Bebe Ober was one. I know that from her own mouth. 

Mr. Tavenner. Bebe Ober? 

Mr. Decavitch. Yes. And Pearl Haupman, of Dayton^ Ohio. She 
was on the staff of the United Electrical Radio and Machine Workers 
at that time. I don't know if she is presently. 

Mr. Velde. Is this Bebe Ober a woman? 

Mr. Decavitch. She is a^ young woman. She was about 22 years 
-old, or maybe 19, when I first met her. 

Mr. Velde. Is she related in any way to this Ober 

Mr. Decavitch. She is the wife of John Ober, who was spoken 
•of as a major in the Army. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know John Ober? 

Mr. Decavitch. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know him as a member of the Communist 
Tarty? 

Mr. Decavitch. I do not know that John Ober was a member of the 
'Communist Party, but I definitely do know that his wife was one. 

Pearl Haupman I knew to be a Communist through Henry Fiering 
.and a discussion we had in her house when Pearl, Henry, and Pearl's 
'husband — they call him "Red 55 — were present. The discussion was 
lin regard to the party, and Henry told me on several occasions she 
-was a Communist. 

State Senator K. M. Kirkendahl. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know his first name ? 

Mr. Decavitch. No; just K. M. Kirkendahl. He formerly was 
z& State senator from that district, Montgomery County, I think, and 
the party was very proud of having a State senator within the state- 
"house at Columbus. It was quite a victory for them, they thought, 
that they could have such a man as him who belonged to the party 
;in the State senate. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he a member of the party at the time he. was 
-elected to the senate? 

Mr. Decavitch. Yes. , He was the general down there. He got 
-orders from Arnold Johnson. Quite a lot of friction use to go on 
^between Garfield and Kirkendahl. The result of it was that quite 
.'a few times it would interfere with pur organizational drives in Day- 
■ ton, these two men fighting each other, and I had to get them together 
^on many occasions and reaa the riot act to them. * 

Mr. Tavenner. When you say it interfered with your organiza,- 
* tional work, what type of organizational work do you means 

Mr. Decavitch. Organizing the unorganized. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of UE? 

Mr. Decavitch. Of UE. Arnold Johnson was very proud that 
_ Kirkendahl was elected State senator, and he had respect for the good 
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judgment of Kirkendahl. That he mentioned to me when we were 
having dinner together one time. 

Next is the man that suceeded me when I resigned as district presi- 
dent. I want to tell the committee that I only served 1 month of my 
term that ran from September 1945 through practically the whole^pear 
of 1946. I resigned not more than a month or so after my election. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like you to .tell .the committee why you re- 
signed. 

Mr. DECAviTCH^The reason f or my resignation was I was getting 
very fed up with all these little generals running .around. Once they 
become party people they think they are very important immediately. 
Everyone becomes the leader of the masses, and they all want to take 
the masses in .a .certain direction. 

Joseph Kress was one. 

Mr. Velde.. How do you;spell that? 

Mr. Degavitch. K-r-e-s-s. He was business agent for local 735. 
Mr. Velde. How do you know he was .a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Degavitoh. I saw him at some meetings, one, specifically, on 
the East Side, and there was no secret about him being one. 

Then you had Henry JFiering, Garfield, .and Kirkendahl. JOrken- 
' dahl was not on the international payroll at that time. He was 
business agent for -a local union in Dayton. 

All these guys would continuously try to outdo the others. For 
instance, if they had a drive for Daily Worker subscriptions, or cer- 
tain strategy .to be used, veach one thoiight he was the one to .direct the 
workers. 

There was -a lot of friction, and the heat was put on me 'by those I 
mentioned. My lad went .to .a Catholic school, and some of them 
resented it. JFiering resented it. Hte.said to me, "What kind of train- 
ing are you giving your kid? I understand she is going to a Catholic 
school." I said that was none of his damn business. 

Neil Brandt; his office was in Washington, in -the Medical Science 
Building, .and hewas alsoa member tof -the National War Labor Board. 

Mr. Velde. Is it true the CommuiHst Party .considers the Catholic 
Church as its .enemy,? 

Mr. Decavitch. Xes, and I want to say for myself, onceafid for all, 
I am a .Catholic, <and my wafers jsister happens to be a nun, and it hurt 
me to see the attitude of these people as far as the Catholic xChurch 
was .concerned. They .didn't hesitate to do anything, they .damned 
pleased as far as the'Catliolic Church was concerned. 

The payoff was, we *w.ere making a trip to Dayton, andby chance 
Neil Brandt came and -asked if he .could ride with us, and while we were 
at JFiering's house .Neil Brandt "had brought some book to Fiering's 
little daughter. I thought it was the damndest thi#g to take a 7 : year- 
oldMd and mold her mind along Communist lines at that eary stage. 

Mr. Wood. Who was bringing her ;ahook'? 

Mr. Deoavixgh. .NeilBrandt. Healso wasamemher of the National 
War Labor Board. 

Mr. Tavenner. HoWvdo vousjp.ellMs,nam.e? 

Mr. Degavitoh. N-e-i-1 B-r-a-h-d-t,Ihelieve. 

Mr. Wood. Was he known to you to he a member of the C5ommunist 
Party? 
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~ Mi. Decavtfch. He was known to me to be a member of the party, 
.and it became much more clear the day we went out to Henry Fiering's 
house for dinner. Clara Fiering prepared dinner, and there- was a 
little daughter, Maxfne, and T believe they had a baby son. Neil Brandt 
pulled out of his brief case a book, and he said : "Henry, you know I 
was finally able to buy this book for your kid in New -York. I prom- 
ised I would bring it.' r And he gave it to Maxine. 

I said, "Maxine, let me see the book Mr. Brandt brought you." It was 
a book idolizing the Communist Party and what it stood for in picture 
form. If you asked me the title of the book, I couldn't tell you. If 
I had to pick it out today, I couldn't do it. He gave it as a present 
to this little girl. That really soured me : that these two were already 
molding that little girl's mind along the lines of the Communist 
Party. * . 

We came back to Cleveland and were having supper m one ot the 
restaurants in Cleveland, and Neil Brandt said: "Vic, I understand 
your kid is going to a Catholic school. Is that right?" Henry Fiermg 
was- sitting 4 there. I said : ^That is right." He said : "Do you think 
that is good teaching for the kid ? " I said : "I wouldn't send her there 
if I didn't think it was the proper place for her to go." He said : "How 
could you, as one who is a member of the Commuilist Party, think in 
terms of sending your kid to a Catholic school ?" Henry said : "Hell, 
that is not all. He has a sister-in-law who is a nun." 

I said : "Listen, I have had enough of this situation. It is none of 
.your damn business where my kid goes to school, and it is tru& my 
sister-ih-law is a nun. t Let's *dro£ the subject right now;" And we 
did drop the conversation on that issue. 

After that, in about a couple weeks, I got fed up with the issue of HE 
being left- wing and so forth. Every time you picked up a paper ypu 
.read something about it. I called a special meeting of the executive 
board and presented to them my resignation. 

Mr. Velde. Can you fix the date? 

Mr. Deoavitoh. This was around December 18 or 20, 1945. I may 
be a couple weeks off. I called ,a special meeting of the executive 
board of the district and I said : "I am going to resign and work for 
the Federal Machine & Welding Co." .And I went to work with them 
as labor-relations director, and later as labor-relations director and 
general manager of one of their plants, and they made it so damn hot 
there s<o far as the Commies were- concerned within that plant that an 
honest person could not stay there. I tried to Break the leadership 
away from that group. I told them the ultimate conclusion would 
be they would break the company and 2,400 people would be out of 
work if they didn't wake up. Today the end result is that 2,400 
workers arenot working at that plant, and the company is practically 
bankrupt. They had the- best working conditions . that workers could 
have anywhere in the State of Ohio, and I think the' company is in 
the hands of creditors at the present time, and from an employment 
of 2,400 people I think there are 110 working there now. Whether 
they will ever pull out of it, I dont know. It is because of policies 
of this particular union that the company is in that condition today. 

Mr. Tavenner. To what extent were those policies influenced by the 
Communists? 

Mr. Deoavitch. The Commies are the ones sitting across the table 
from you. One man was Hirshberg, who was sent in to work under 
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my jurisdiction from New York. Later we can go into how employ- 
ment is gotten within the UK 
Mr. Tavenner. You might develop it now. 

Mr. Decavitch. Within the UE—I am speaking of paid people 
working in UE today— they are 99.9 percent Communists. That is 
no exaggeration. That is basically the God's truth as far as the TJE 
is concerned. The first recommendation you must get if you are going 
to work for UE is, "Are you reliable?" 

Mr. Tavenner. When you say work for UE, what do you mean? 
- m Mr. Decavitch. As an organizer or within the international office 
in New York City. I think the prime recommendation you have to 
have it, "Are you a reliable person?" Then you will ask, "What do 
you mean by reliable?" And the answer is, "Well, you know a lot of 
things go on around here that we couldn't have them see." They 
.mean things relating to communism. 
# During the war I was going to New York to attend one of the na- 
tional executive board meetings, and I met a girl on the train going, 
to seek employment, in New York City. She said she would like to 
get a job quick because she didn't have much money and she wanted 
to stay there because her husband was stationed nearby. So I said: 
"Well, we have an international office in New York. I will see what 
can be done." She told me she was a good secretary and did good 
typing work. 

The next morning I spoke to Mrs. Julius Emspak, the wife of the 
secretary-treasurer of UE, who was working, there at the time. I 
said, "Mrs. Emspak, I met a young lady on the train last night, and 
she is seeking employment here and asked me to call her back as to 
whether you had any openings." 

She said : "Well, is she a nice, presentable girl?" I said : "Yes, she 
is." "Is she reliable?" I said: "What do you mean by reliable?" 
She said : "Come, Vic, you know what goes on around here. A lot 
of papers come in relating to issues ive wouldn't want her- to see. 
You are. a member of the party. You know what we are talking 
about. We don't want anyone -to hear anything relating to that." 

And I know of other instances that happened after that that got 
me in a hell of a lot of hot water insofar as the international was con- 
cerned. One was the hiring of J. K. Smith. The district wanted to 
hire an assistant to myself, and that assistant I chose was a friend 
of mine from Warren, Ohio, very capable of doing that work. He 
was also president of a local union.. If a man ever got into a hell of 
a lot of hell for hiring a non-Communist, I did. They said he was 
not trustworthy. They said : "What are you doing? Building up a 
separate group for yourself ?" They always resented your having 
someone that the party did not control or that the international did 
not pay, and he was going to come under my jurisdiction. I don't 
know what they were worried about, because they had enough pull 
in the district to censure me for anything I did that they did not 
think was proper. 

That is how I came to know the main qualifications for coming to 
work in UE. He is always recommended by a field organizer or an 
international representative, and they ask whether he is reliable so 
far as being a party man. 
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r Mr. Tavenner. We were talking about the TJE organizers known 
to you to be members of the Communist Party. I am not sure you 
have named all of them. 

Mr. Decavitch. I think we just started on them. I mentioned State- 
Senator K. M. Kirkendahl. That is mostly the people that worked 
around Dayton at one time that I named. Going into Cleveland there 
was a Mr. Fred Haug, H-a-u-g, who ran on the Communist ticket, I 
understand, in the State of New Jersey, whether it was for State 
legislature or not I don't recall, but I think he is a known Communist. 
He tries to deny it, but it always comes back to one time he ran on the 
ticket in New Jersey. I had a lot to do so far as Fred Haug was 
concerned, because I made up my mind to discharge Fred Haug, and 
the intervention came from, one was Arnold Johnson, and a strong 
supporter of Mr. Haug was James Matles, and we had terrific friction 
within the district for about 6 weeks. 

' Mr. Tavenner. And Arnold Johnson had no position within UE 
at all? 

Mr. Decavitch. He did not, but he did, ask me one day if he could 
talk to me with regard to my wanting to discharge Fred Haug. 

Mr. Velde. What was Fred Haug's position in TJE? 

Mr. Decavitch. He was an international representative. An inter- 
national representative is one that can direct forces under him in the 
district. A field organizer cannot. Fred Haug was an international 
representative, and I didn't like certain things he was^doing, and I 
came to the conclusion that for the good of .the district* he had to go; 
I had quite a tussle on my hands, and finally I did succeed, through the 
intervention of Mr. Emspak with Mr. Matles, in having Fred Haug 
taken off the payroll. 

Mr. Velde. What is he doing now?' 
" Mr. Decavxtch. I was asked if I objected to his remaining within 
the district. They always find a job for these people. I will say this*, 
that I don't think a good party man, if he is in the labor 1 movement, 
will ever* lack for a job. The party, through knowing the inter- 
national officers or someone, see that they are placed. Many strangers 
will .come from other industries that never worked in your industry. * 
Naturally if you are in the United Electrical Radio and Machine 
Workers Union, you are inclined to hire people from within your 
industry. They will send someone from New York who knows noth- 
ing about the industry, and he is telling people what .to/do and what 
not to do. 

I did succeed in having Mr. Haug taken off the payroll, and I was" 
asked if I had objection to his becoming business agent for local 707' 
tod if I would intercede for him. I said I would not intercede for, 
him. They asked if I would oppose him, and I said I would not go to 
the local and oppose, him. It happened to be the amalgamated local 
for General Electric employees. They .all belonged within the same 
local of General Electric. I think: there were two plants that did not 
belong to General Electric. Fred Haug became the business agent 
and me official spokesman for that local union. Maybe you aife not 
familiar here, but there did develop a lot of friction within that local 
union because of the things, he wanted to put that local on record as : 
favoring. 
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Mr. "Wood. Some of the members have an appointment at 12 o'clock. 
The, committee will stand at recess until 2 o'clock this afternoon. 

(Thereupon, at 11 : 55 a. m. on Friday, July 14, 1950, a recess was 
taken until 2 p. m. of the same day.) 

AFTERNOON* SESSION 

Mr. Wood. The committee will come to order. 
The record will show that for purposes of further hearing there 
are present Messrs. Walter, Moulder, Velde, and Wood. 

TESTIMONY OF VICTOR DECAVITCH^Contiimed 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Decavitch, you were telling us the names of 
the members of the UE workers who were known to you to be mem- 
bers of the Communist Party. Now, will you continue with your 
statement? 

Mr. Decavitch:. Tes. We ended up with Fred Haug who was an 
international rep and who in turn later became a business agent for 
local 707. 

Mr. Tavenner. By "Kep" you mean representative? 

Mr. Decavitch. Eepresentative.. We call them international reps. 

The next one was Marie Reed Haug. Reed was her maiden name 
and she invariably used that name at all times and she was the husband 
of Fred Haug. 

Mr. Tavenner. The wife. 

Mr. Decavitch. The wife, rather. 

Mr, Tavenner. How do you spell the name? 

Mr. Decavitch. H-a-u-g. Or Marie Haug. I understand she just 
completed a 10-day jail sentence for violating an injunction at Cleve- 
land there and she just finished that sentence there within the last, 
couple of weeks, I think. 

Marie Reed Haug, unquestionably by talking to her and by convers- 
ing with others I knew her to be a member of the Communist Party. In. 
•fact, she taught many classes and that question, came up that she was 
teaching more classes in communism than organizing the unorganized. 

Next was Joseph Kress. Joseph Kress is a very influential repre- 
sentative of local 735 and he has been on and off the staff of the United 
Electrical Radio and Machine Workers of America on a number of 
occasions. He is today the business representative of local 735 and. 
he was quite- a force in local politics in the Cleveland area by being 
active on many committees and representing his local union. Un- 
questionably by knowing myself of incidents that happened, Joe Kress 
is a member of the Communist Party.. 

Next is Fred Keller. These names' that I am naming are all staff 
people working for the UE in one or two capacities^ the international 
representatives, business agents or field workers. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell the name ? 

Mr. Decavitch^ Fred K-e-l-l-e-r. Fjced Keller was placed on the 
staff during my term as the president of district 7 and he came under 
my jurisdiction to take orders from me in regards to his assignments, 
plus we had a dual capacity as far as consignments were concerned. 

One thing was to a large extent they were directed from New York 
and they had to send the reports in to James J. Matles who happened 
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to be the director of organization, plus myself or an international 
representative. They received instructions on their assignments from 
any one of the three of us so any one of these names that I may name to 
you did come under the jurisdiction of myself to give them assign- 
ments on what they were to do, what plants they were to organize and 
what work they were to carry on within the district. 

(Hon. Francis E. Walter left the hearing room.) 

Mr. Decavitch. Fred Keller happened to be a member of the Abra- 
ham Lincoln Brigade that volunteered to- go over to Spain and fight. 
He had seen service over there and he has told me on a couple of 
occasions some of the experiences and related to me some of the doings 
that he had in Spain whom he served in the American Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade. I think that is what is was known by. I -under- 
stand he is presently or he was until lately still employed by the United 
Electrical Radio and Machine Workers of America. 

I am speaking of organizers by sections now. I am covering the 
Cleveland area. These were all organizers that had assignments out 
of the Cleveland office. 

Mr. Richard Niebur who was stationed in Mansfield and who later 
was transferred to the Sandusky area and this was upon my leaving 
the union. First, I would say Eichard Niebur — - 

Mr. Tavektner. Spell that. 

Mr. Decavitoh. N-i-e-b-u-r. 

They had a difficult time. He worked for the union a couple of 
years.-bef ore they were successful in getting him in the party. I had 
some talks with Mr. Niebur about that and his reason^ mainly was 
because belonging to the Catholic Church, he did not feel it would be a 
practical thing to belong also to the Communist Party. But he did 
finally after years sign a card and become a member of the Communist 
Party. 

And upon coming out of the service and when I had already left the 
union movement, inoticed that he was one of the leaders of a march 
on Columbus. I just do not recall what it was for but his name ap- 
peared in the newspaper as a veteran and he was one of the leaders in 
some march on Columbus against the Governor. What it was for I 
.do not recall but it was carried quite a lot in the newspapers about that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall the date? 

Mr. Decavitch. No, I do not, and the year would be somewhere 
around 1947 or 1948. The reason I say I have to guess what year it is, 
at no time did I ever think I would have to come and testify and I 
have to search my memory for those years or dates. 

Mr. Tavenster. Yes. 

Mr. Deoavitok. Next was an executive board member by the name 
of Oscar Rucker. 

(Hon. Bernard W. Kearney entered hearing room.) 
^ Mr. Decavitch. Oscar Rucker was a member of the district execu- 
tive board from the Cleveland area. He is a member of the Commu- 
nist Party, and also his wife. I do not know if she is presently 
employed in a plant at Cleveland or not, one of the branches that come 
.under the jurisdiction of local 735. 

Oscar Rucker is a colored fellow, and how he got on the executive 
board is by reason of his color. They said, "We ought to have a col- 
ored person on the district executive ! board." And Oscar Rucker was 
chosen as that person. 
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Mrs. Sucker happens to be a white person. She is a white woman 
and married to a colored person. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yon know him to be a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Deoavitoh. Yes. 

Next, going back to Dayton, I omitted one name of a person who 
come into the movement at the early inception of the CIO; as the 
condition of the United Electrical Radio and Machine Workers of 
America got a little better they were able to place more people on the 
staff, and this person happened to be one of the first TJB workers or- 
ganizers, and his name, was very prominent in the district at one time. 
He was Ernest DeMaio, who is now the general vice president of dis- 
•trict 11, or, to make it more specific, it is the Chicago area. Ernest 
DeMaio is a general vice president at present of that district. I do not 
know how many States it comprises. On occasions he did solicit me to 
come into the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he active in the work of the Communist Party 
while you knew him ? 

Mr. Deoavitoh. Definitely. Very much so, and one thing comes to 
my mind. M one time one of the general vice presidents of the St. 
Louis district, William Sentner, thought it would be advisable to come 
out in a national magazine admitting he is a member of the. Com- 
munist Party, and he did, and I think his picture was opposite that of 
•some industrialist in St. Louis, where they had a debate in the maga- 
jzineas how a Communist and how an industrialist may work together. 
I think it was Time or something like that. 

I cannot help recall a statement DeMaio made in New York City to 
liim. He said, "Bill, I do not know how you can openly go out and 
admit you are one in print as a member of the Communist Party." 

Ernest DeMaio was outspoken, but I think he could hide his iden- 
tity as a member of the Communist Party. He was prominent in 
district 7 for a couple of years, I think. 

Going now to the last of my district, which would be Cincinnati, 
a very prominent worker, I will say that has as far as being the key 
man that I talked to in that area when I went there pertaining to any 
.of the work or assignments I was to carry out, was Waldo Stager. 
I knew that he was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the name out? 
" Mr. Deoavitoh. S-t-a-g-e-r. 

Mr. Tavenner. And'the first name is? 

Mr. Deoavitoh. W-a-l-d-o. He was sort of the key fellow. We 
would work assignments out and they in turn would work with him 
there in Cincinnati and I knew he was a member of the Communist 
Party through Henry Fiering, the international representative who 
we had on numerous opportunities riding about the State and we would 
-on numerous occasions talk about the district. 

Next, through Henry Fiering also I found out that a Ralph Marcus 
whose name has previously been mentioned here as a member of the 
•Communist Party by Henry Fiering telling me so. 

The next person also by being told by Henry Fiering— naturally 
one would want to know "what kind of people were down in Cin- 
cinnati. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a minute.. What position did Henry Fiering 
have at that time ? 
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Mr. Degavitch. Fiering was the international representative at that 
time of the union in charge of the whole State because of the absence 
of Garfield in the armed services. And on one trip I had occasion of 
Mr. Fiering telling me and naming practically all the. members of 
the staff who belonged to the party down there and he informed me 
'that Esther Tice, who I see is presently in this room sitting back 
there, who was also 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the name ? 

Mr. Deoavitoh. Esther T-i-c-e. She is presently sitting in this 
room, back there. I think she is knitting. 

She was also, through the saying of Henry Fiering, identified as a 
•member of the Communist Party and one who would take discipline 
and also direction from the party. 

And the other is Talmadge Ealey. These are names which were 
furnished to me by Henry Fiering. 

Mr. Tavenner. Spell that name. 

Mr. Deoavitoh. T-a-l-m-a-d-g-e R-a-l-e-y. He also is sitting in 
the room at the present time with Esther Tice. 

I think that as far as staff members go — no, there was one more that 
T recall now. A girl by the name— there are two more girls. A girl 
by the name of Helen' James. She was assigned to the General Elec- 
tric local in Warren, Ohio, to organize that group. And she also, 
it became known to me' from party members that she was a member 
of the party. 

The other one is a girl by the name of Ella Mae Gardner. She was 
a housewife and because of her good work in the party and because of 
-someone recommending her to the international -of the TJE she was 
given an assignment to organize some of the plants within that dis- 
trict. She was also very active in the Communist Party in the Warren 
section. 

Those are the names of all the international representatives and 
field organizers and members of the district executive board that I 
know. And a name that I did not mention as yet, the successor to 
myself who was Lemuel Markland. He succeeded me upon my resig- 
nation. 

Mr. Markland was very well known to me as a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. You spoke of your predecessor. What was his 
name? 

Mr. Deoavitoh. Lemuel Markland. 

Mr. Tavenner. The man who preceded you. The man you suc- 
ceeded. What was his name ? 
Mr. Deoavitoh. Joseph Vejlupek. 
Mr. Tavenner. Vejlupek. 

Mr. Deoavitoh. Yes. He was the secretary of the district many 
years with me, after the time I was elected as president of the district. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you say "secretary of the district, 55 secretary 
of what organization? 

Mr. Deoavitoh. Secretary-treasurer of the United Electrical Radio 
and Machine Workers of America. 

He and I had charge of the disbursement of the money in the dis- 
trict. We operated on a district basis. We had our own per-capita 
-tax and at the time of leaving the district we had some $63,000 in the 
bank. 
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Mr. Tavenner. What was his affiliation with the Communist Party, 
ifcany? 

Mr. Decavitch.. Mr. Vejlupek was u member of the Communist 
Party, but in fairness to Mr. Vejlupek I will say that he took prac- 
tically iio interest in the party itself and probably was what you would 
call a card member. But he did fight ior the policies of the party 
itself. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time you -were president of this district were 
there any organizers of the TJE -who were not members of the Commu- 
nist Party? 

Mr. Decavitch. To my knowledge I will say I do not think there 
was one that worked for the TJE that -were not members of -the Commu- 
nist Party. 

Mr. Tayenner. Now, can you recall the names of any other persons 
connected with the TIE who were known to you to be members of tlie 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Decavitoh. Tes, I can. Going from ,a district level to the 
international level the name of Julius Emspak, who is the secretary- 
treasurer of the United Electrical Eadio and Machine Workers of 
.America and who talso served on President Roosevelt's Victory JDabor 
Committee. He. was one. of the representatives. There were three 
representatives from the A. F. of JL. and three from the CIO, and 
ML Eruspak was one of the representatives that met with Mr. Roose- 
velt on many problems pertaining to the war effort when we were 
fighting in this last Tvar . Many times did I see his picture coming out 
of the White House. Mr. Emspak is known to me to be a Communist 
by reason of the fact of an instance that happened in New York City. 
I sort of expected on many occasions he was one and fought hard for 
the policies >of the Communist Party or their line and I did not have 
very definite proof as to whether he was one or was not one until an 
Incident .happened in New York City after one of our executive board 
meetings. I do not recall whether it was in June or July. 

Mr* Tavenner. Of what year? 

Mr. DjacAvrrcH., Of 1945- It was in June or July of 1945 that we 
had an executive board meeting and we completed all of our business 
at the international offiee, I think, which is 11 East Fifty-first Street, 
New York City, and Mr. Emspak asked me, "Vic, would you object 
to using your room? I understand you are just around the corner. 
You have a hotel room and some of the things we want to talk about 
I would not want for maybe ears to liear them that'should not." 

I said, "Yes; I have a room around the corner and that is at the 
Berkshire Hotel." 

He said, "Would you mind if we use it and by the way how about 
coming over? I would like for you to be there?" 

Isaid,"0.;K.» 

- And he-said, "Will you ask Mr. Vejlupek to come over?" 

So I told Mr : Vejlupek to come over, who happened to be at that 
time at an earlier convention proceeding. They made all the secre- 
tary-treasurers of the district also a member of the national executive 
board. That is, to get a broader representation at the national execu- 
tive board. So at a meeting we passed a resolution authorizing and 
approving that the secretary-treasurer also would automatically 
^become a member of the national executive board of the United Elec- 
trical Eadio and Machine Workers of America. 
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I said, "Yes; it will be- perfectly all right to use that room and I 
will be present." 

*We went up there and present in that room was Mr. Jackson, a 
general vice president — I do not know Ms first name— of the United 
Electrieal Radio and Machine Workers, who represented the Canadian 
district. We also had a Canadian district within the UE. Pres- 
ent at -that meeting, was Mr., Jackson. Ernest DeMaio, I spelled 
his name before, he was also present. He is in charge of the 
Chicago district. And also present at the meeting was Ruth Young. 
She was one of the members of the international executive board and 
I think that it is pretty well known within district 4 that she is a 
member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where is she from? 

Mr. Decavitch. She is from New York City, I think, or it could be 
on the Jersey side, but she did represent the executive board with 
Mr. Jimmy McLeish, district 4. 

Mr. Tavenner. Spell McLeish. 

Mr. 'Decavitch. Mc-L-e-i-s-h, or something like that, I think He 
was president of district 4. Mrs. Young was there and Mr. McLeish 
was not. Also Joseph Vejlupek was there. William Centner who I 
previously named as vice president from the St. Louis district was 
there. However, there was not more than seven or eight of us. 

If there is any other name I have omitted — I know there -was ap- 
proximately seven or "eight of us in that room plus Julius Emspak 
who called the meeting of the United Electrical Kadio and Machine 
Workers of America. 

We all sat down in the room and he said, "I know you gentlemen 
do not know what I called you up here for. Before I tell you any- 
thing, let jne check something. He used my phone at the Berkshire 
Hotel where this meeting was held. He used my phone and said, "I 
have to call Eugene Dennis to see if there is anything later developed 
on the subject on which I am to speak." 

He called Mr. Dennis and got him on the- phone. He says, "Mr. 
Dennis, this is Mr. Emspak calling. Has there been any further de- 
velopments? Is it on what we talked about?" 

Apparently I did not hear but Mr. Dennis must have told him, "Yes i 
it is on what we talked about." 

Mr. Emspak hung up the phone and said, "What I want to talk to 
you about is certain forces within the Communist Party have decided 
that it is the proper time to remove Earl Browder as the secretary of 
the Communist Party and I would like to get the feeling of each and 
every individual of you members here who are from various districts 
as to what your thinking is on that question." 

, Some of them spoke up and it , was just around the time that this 
Duclos of France made the blast against Browder -on his particular 
line and he says, "I think that it is time that we went out in the fields 
and beat the drums to the membership of the Communist Party that 
he should be replaced," and that was the form and substance of that 
meeting. It was to inform certain key guys as to out in the districts 
where they go back to St. Louis, Chicago, Canada, and everywhere to 
go out and prepare the members of the Communist Party who worked 
m labor unions to prepare them for the removal of Earl Browder as 
the^ secretary of the Communist Party, and which we all know, at a 
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later date Mr, Browder, I think in February of 1946, was removed* 
I am talking about June or July of 1945. 

Mr, Tatonner. Were you given any instructions at that meeting us 
to what to do in the districts? 

Mr. Decawtch, Well, it was simply the question of going back and 
talking to— I don't know if Mr. Emspak knew just how the units were 
set up back in the districts, but anyway, being influential people in 
the districts and being informed that everyone in the room was reli- 
able, having invited them up to the room himself—he must have 
thought I was reliable because he asked me to come up there — and 
we were asked to go back and beat the drums about Earl Browder as 
to the thinking which was some indication of how he felt about the 
capitalists of the country. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now,, you were telling us the names of other per- 
sons connected with TIE who were known to you to be members of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Decayitch. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are there others? 

Mr. JDecavticb:, There is. . 

The next gentleman I am going to name is a Washington repre- 
sentative of the United Electrical; Radio, and Machine Workers of 
America and I think at one time he was one of the most effective, most 
influential persons in the city of Washington as far as the labor move- 
ment was concerned. This man could get to see Secretary of War 
Patterson E«TeatoI 3 Secretary of the Treasury, any section of the 
Government practically upon picking up the phone and saying that 
he is coming over md I would like to talk to him. His name is Russell 
Nixon. 

I do not know if; Mr, Nixon is present in here today or not, I know 
that Mr, Nixpr. was present in a couple of the sessions here previous to 
me coming up here. 

How do I know that Mr. Nixon belonged to the party ? Two ways. 
One was we had a big mass rally in Cleveland, Ohio, and Mr, Nixon 
made many trips out there to attend those rallies and speak. He was 
quite an influential speaker and a good leader. He could lead people, 
something I got to say for the majority of them. They are very well 
qualified for leading. They are well schooled in that and we had a 
big mass meeting out in Gordon Park, I think, Cleveland, Ohio, where 
one of the national CIO representatives spoke and we had our general 
president there who happened to be the man who defeated Carey at 
the election, whose name is Albert J. Fitzgerald. 

Well, after the meeting— after the speeches were made— we had 
quite a good audience out in Gordon Park out there, Me and Nixon 
somehow became separated from Mr. Fitzgerald and I had occasion 
to go with him up to his hotel room and naturally he probably had. 
already been tipped off that I was considered as one of the members 
of the Communist Party and being president of the district he men- 
tioned to me, he said, £< Vic, do you think we will ever be able to con- 
vince Fitay >? — the way we used to call him— Fitzy is Albert Fitz- 
gerald— "do you think we will ever be able to convince Fitzy to think 
as we do?" 

I said, "What do yon mean? 5 ' 

He said,. "You know what I mean. Along the line we advocate and 
think of." 



COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN CINCINNATI AREA 2751, 

That is the first time Mr. Nixon made any break along that line 
that I know of. , 

He pulls orit of his shirt, mind you— he had a clean shirt. You 
know the way they come back from the laundry* Stuffed in that shirt 
he had some book on the latest positions of Communists in this coun- 
try and he said, "Have you read this book yet?" 

I said, "No, I haven't." And I asked, "Why do you carry it in your 
suitcase like that?" 

And he said, "Well, I do not want anyone like a maid to find it if 
she went through my stuff." And he did have the book tucked away. 

And upon the saying of Henry Fiering, who was very proud 
of the fact of having such a representative as Mr. Nixon in Washing- 
tori who was a member of the Communist Party. I do not know how 
he knew it but we did talk about it many times and he was proud of 
the fact that the UE was able to have such a capable representative as 
Mr. Nixon. 

At a later time Mr. Nixon entered the armed services. He himself 
was sent across. It was pretty close to the end of the war. He was 
put through his training and he was sent to Europe and his last talk 
was at our national convention at New York City. He gave a very 
stirring speech which was received by the whole convention very en-' 
thusiastically and he .was given a good send-off. 

I think he embarked a few days after that for a foreign country. 
I' do* riot know just where he went. He said he was just about to be 
shipped out. He ,was already alerted and this would be his last speech- 
He did make a' good plea toward producing the implements of war 
so the boys would have enough over there. 
Mr. Tavenner., Do you know when that was? 
Mr. Decavitch. Sometime in 1944. The dates slip my mind. 
Mr. Tavenner. Where was the convention ? 

Mr. Decavitch. Next door to the Koosevelt Hotel. The name slips 
me. It is the biggest auditorium there. It is next to the Hotel Koose- 
velt in New York City, some big auditorium there. 
■ And then, as I understand, at the termination of the war Mr. Russell 
Nixon was made a — whether he was taken out of the service I don't 
know — he was taken out of uniform and he was put on the staff of the 
Allied Military Government in Germany and as I understand Mr. 
Nixon was a very prominent member because the XJE took great pride 
in having him there and placed in this particular job. They took great 
pride in him remaining over there and being placed on the Allied Mili- 
tary Government and I don't know what his duties were. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you know what his rank was? 

Mr. Decavitch. No ; I do not know what rank they gave him, but 
I know he lived in a castle and he had jeeps available and he, Mr. 
Nixon, boasted about it and says, "We are very lucky to have a man 
like'that who was given such an assignment." 

Mr. Tavenner. Are there others .whom you can remember? 

Mr. Decavitch. Not to my knowledge unless the name should come 
up. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mentioned the name of Herbert Hirshberg. 
Mr. Decavitch. I did mention the name. 
Mr. Tavenner. Spell it. 

Mr. Decavitch. Hirshberg, H-i-r-s-h~b-e-r-g. Herbert Hirshberg 
was sent in as the international representative after I was successful 
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in removing Fred Haug as the representative up in the Cleveland 
area* He was the replacement sent up from New York City by James 
J. Matles to take over the duties that Fred Haug formerly held, 

Herbert Hirshberg, upon coming there immediately — I could not 
help but notice — made- his contacts with the party, immediately and 
Mr. Hirshberg definitely, to my knowledge, is a member of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Tavenneh. Do you know where he is now % 

Mr. Decavitch, I think Mr. Hirshberg is presently in charge of 
the State of Ohio district His -office is at Cleveland, Ohio, 

Mr. Tavennei?. You mean district 7 of UE % 

Mr, Decavitch* That is right* 

Mr. Tavenher. Do you know whether he held any position in the 
Communist Party during the time you knew him ? 

Mr, Decavttch. No; I could not say as to any position he held 
within the party, 

Mr, Tavjbnner. Do you know a person by the name of Ruth Merson? 
Mr. Decavitch. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that person connected with UE ? 

Mr. Decavitch* She was. It is one of the names I forgot. She was 
connected with UE. 

Mr. Taven^er. Just tell us what you know about her, if she had 
any connection with the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Decavitch, Euth Merson was put on the staff of the United 
Electrical Radio & Machine Workers of America and she is definitely 
a member of the Communist Party. I know it. One, through seeing 
her talk about the party and knowing from many of the guys who 
worked around me* I was told she was reliable and she was in the 
party. Such as Joe Kress, Henry Fiering, and the others, 

Mr. Tavennetc, During you connection with the Communist Party 
did you learn to know a woman by the name of Saylor? 

Mr. Deoayxtoec I did. 

Mi\ Tavenner. Was she connected with the UE? 
Mr, Decavttch. She was. 

Mr, Tavenner. Was she affiliated with the Communist Party as 
far as you know? 

Mr. Decavitch. To my knowledge I could never say whether or 
not she was ever affiliated with the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tato3t;ner. What was her position with UE ? 

Mr, DjecAvrrcH. Her position with UE 3 she was one of the repre- 
sentatives given special assignments in the Washington office here. 
That is .at the Medical Science Building. I do not know if they are 
still located there and I know that she was largely one of the persons 
who worked up on the Hill here, political action committees^ and as 
such, mostly contacting Congressmen, Senators, and, I thmk 3 she 
is the daughter of Senator Wheeler — the one-time Senator Wheeler, 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know a person by the name of John 
Thomas? 

Mr. Decavitcil I did. 

Mr* Tavenner. Have you mentioned his name in your testimony? 
Mr. Decavitch, I have mentioned his name in my testimony. 
Mi\ Tavenner. I fail to recall it 
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Mr. Decavitch. Yes; I mentioned Mr. Thomas 5 name and I think 
I may or may not have qualified a little that Mr. Thomas is a member 
■vr Communist Party but he is not one of the strong members. 
Mr. Tavenner. I recall your mentioning it. 
Mr. Decavitch. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become acquainted with Communist Party 
leaders in other fields .other than UE ? 
Mr. Decavjtch. No. Very little. 
Mr. Tavebtster. In Ohio? 

Mr. Decavitch. No ; very little, if any. Like I said, that one excep- 
tion that I met somewhere past East Fifty-fifth Street with a few rep- 
resentatives of another union where they were just asked to pledge 
support to another issue which I do not recall what it was. 

jMCr. Tavenner. In the early part of your testimony you referred 
fo a closed Communist Party meeting which you attended and you 
gave the names of several representatives who attended that meeting 
land who were Communist Party members and when I asked you to 
name the others you said you would refer to them later. Do you .recall 
what you had in mind at that time ? 

Mr. Decavitch. Yes, but I think since then we have gone through 
those names and what I have reference to was this : At one time the 
friction became pretty bad within the Cleveland area as far as Henry 
JTiering, the international representative of the union, and Joseph 
Jfress, who was the business agent of local 735 of the UE, and it was 
developing sides sort of within the staff b.ecause we had some assiga- 
ments where an organizer worked with the 735 local arid it was becom- 
ing pretty bad for the morale of everyone concerned within the or- 
ganization. The friction between these two and they were getting a 
little direction from somewhere other than where I thought they 
should. By that I mean the Communist Party. I thought they*wei*e 
consuming too much time on issues other than organizing the unor- 
ganized, so I made arrangements. 

I called Arnold Johnson, who is the secretary of the Communist 
JParty in Cleveland, and said, "I think it is time we had a meeting 
with some of the staff people in your presence in order that they will 
know once and for all who in the hell they are to take directions from 
•within the district." 

And he said, "Why 3 What's wrong?" 

And I replied to him, "There seems to be an inkling in my mind, 
something is going on up there that he is giving direction of what they 
•should be doing pther than what is coming from an assignment from 
me." 

We did have that meeting and present at that meeting was practi- 
cally all the staff members in the Cleveland area such as Henry Fier- 
ing, Joe Kress, Marie Haug, Fred Haug, and I think at that time there 
-was another gentleman and we did not mention his name and I think 
Jus name is Paul Dunham. 

Mr. Tavenner. Spell the last name. 

Mr. Decavitch. Paul D-u-n-h-a-m. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was he from ? 

Mr. Decavitch. He was from the Cleveland section top. We went 
%rp there and had that meeting and Arnold Johnson acted : as sort of the 
chairman of the affair, and he said, "Vic called me and asked me ,to 
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have a meeting because of some of the differences that are occurring in 
the organizer staff of the UE here," and after some discussion pro 
and con as to what is the matter with Henry Fiering and Jos Kress 
we were able to thresh out the question, 

I think it was a little better from there on in and I made one point 
clear. I said that I want the staff to clearly understand in the presence 
of Arnold Johnson here that you are not to take any direction what- 
soever concerning your work in district 7 and for the United Electrical 
Radio and Machine Workers of America and Mr. Johnson did make 
the point and said, "If Vic does think I have been interfering in any 
way with, the work of the UE, I want it to be clear right here and 
now, all your assignments and everything does come from him or the 
international union, whichever it may be." 

Mr. Tavemer, Now, you have already told the committee the rea- 
sons for your severance of connections with the Communist Party and ■ 
how they occurred, so I believe there are no further questions that I 
desire to ask you, 

Mr. Wood. Any questions? 

Mr. Moulder* Oh, yes, I do have one Question, 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Moulder. 

Mr. Moulder* During the course of your testimony, particularly, 
you named a group of four or five people, identifying them as definitely 
being Communists and you based your information solely upon what 
someone told you, Henry Fiering. Do you know any of those parties 
that you named personally ? 

Mr* Decavitch. Do I know them personally? 

Mr. Moulder, Yes, 

Mr. Decavitch* I know them all personally, They all worked with 
me* 

Mr. Moulder. During your association with them did you ever ob- 
serve anything other than what Mr, Fiering told you? 

Mr, Decavitch, Well, like the instance 1 told you about Mr. Nixon, 
that was done in the presence of mvself and to understand clearly the 
association of myself and Mr. Fiering, that the fact being he was the 
international rep, and between the two of us we were virtually in 
charge of the district as far as the international union was concerned 
and we had many cases or occasions to fly, drive by automobile late at 
night, and everything, and naturally when you have a 5- or 8-hour trip 
coming from Dayton, Cincinnati to Cleveland, you talk about many 
issues on your way back. 

Mr. Moulder, One example, you named four or five individuals in 
a group that Mr. Fiering discussed with you and now you say you 
were personally acquainted with them and associated with them fre- 
quently. 

Mr, DECAvrrcB;. Oh, yes, 

Mr. Moulder, And at no time did you observe any activity on their 
part that indicated to you any proof of their communistic activities 
other than what Mi\ Fiering told you. 

Mr. Decavitch. Yes; there were other instances. If you want to 
go into details like meetings like the one I just named with Arnold 
Johnson that he was to keep hands off and I would tell them what to 
do and when I went down to Dayton — I don't know if you were pres- 
ent when I named them. 
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Mr; MbtjLDER. Just this -afternoon. 

Mr. Decavitch. I did go into the identification of those people and 
Iiow it was I knew they were members of the Communist Party. 
Mr. Moulder. In your earlier testimony. 
Mr. Decavitch:. In my earlier testimony. 

Mr. Moulder. That you had personal information they were mem- 
bers of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Decavitch. Yes. Some I did not mention until this afternoon, 
such as Mr. Nixon and I omitted one thing that comes to my mind now. 
That is, upon the successful conclusion, of the victory of Bridges here 
where the Supreme Court ruled something on the effect of his com- 
munistic standing and so on, there was a big blow-out in town here 
when that happened. By that I mean a big party. They were re- 
joicing the success of Mr. Bridges at that time and it was in, the Statler 
Hotel where they had drinks and everything and Mr. Nixon did ask 
me did I care to go over to that party and I did go to that party. 

Mr. Moulder. Just one more question, Mr. Chairman. 

You mentioned Mr. Nixon having access to close association with 
Secretary Forrestal and Secretary Patterson". In what year was that ? 

Mr. Decavitch. During the whole war period and the time they 
were up in office up until the time he went into service. 

Mr. Moulder. Now, your testimony said that Mr. Nixon was an 
active member of the Communist Party. Did you? 

Mr. Decavitch. I said from what I was told and what he had re- 
lated to me in the Cleveland hotel, relating to after this mass meeting 
we had out in Gordon Park and he said, "Do you think we will be 
able to convert Fitzy to our thinking?" And what Mr. Fiering did 
tell me that the party was* proud to have such a man as that within 
the party. 

Mr. Moulder. Did you.ever see him at a Communist Party meeting ? 
Mr. Decavitch. I never did. 

Mr. Moulder. You are basing your opinion upon those statements 
made? 

*Mr. Decavitch. Two things; that is right. 

Mr. Moulder. Did you ever hear him call Secretary Forrestal or 
Secretary Patterson on the telephone? Were you personally present? 

Mr. Decavitch. I was personally present when he and me went to a 
meeting with Mr. Forrestal. 

Mr. Moulder. Where was that? 

Mr. Decavitch. Here in Washington. 

Mr. Moulder. What was discussed there? 

Mr.- Decavitch. Something pertaining to as I recall some problems 
that we had in a particular plant where a contract was taken away. 
I think that he was then Under Secretary of the Navy. That is when 
I first personally ever met him. 

Mr. Moulder. That is the only experience or knowledge that you 
have personally of this close association or access to calling Secretary 
Patterson or Secretary Forrestal? 

Mr. Decavitch. That is right. 

Mr. Moulder. And you based the statements you made a while ago 
on that one experience ? * 

Mr. Decavitch. No, me and, Mr. Nixon personally went out to meet 
Secretary of War Patterson at the Cleveland Airport to bring him 
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in when he spoke at our convention. We went out to bring him in as 
an escort. 

Mr, Moulder. He was a speaker at the labor convention? 
Mr. Decavitch. At our convention in Cleveland, Ohio. 
Mr. Moulder. I see. 

Mr. Decavitch. And I had occasions to come in here. At times we 
had problems. Mr. Nixon and I worked very closely with one of the 
plants in Warren that had a contract taken away from them by the 
Army, which in turn meant dealing with the Army on the issue of 
that contract for the Felder Machine .& Welder Co. 

Mr. Moulder. That is all. 

Mr. Walter. You stated a moment ago that you attended some 
celebration in the decision of the Supreme Court in the Bridges depor- 
tation matter. Was that at the Carlton Hotel ? 

Mr. Decavitch. No, at the Statler Hotel. 

Mr. Walter. Did you know other people who were at that party? 

Mr. Decavitch. Yes. 

Mr. Walter. Who were they? 

Mr. Decavitch. -I recognized Mr. Robertson. I think he is an official 
of the International Longshoremen's Union. In fact it was at his 
room that the party was thrown and they were rejoicing as to the 
victory they had as a result of the Supreme Court rendering that 
decision. 

Mr. Walter. Do you remember other people that were there? 

Mr. Decavitch. Mr. Nixon and I think from the mine, mill and 
smelters there was one of the key guys there. I know he was there but 
I do not recall his name. There were some 40 people in attendance 
who had caus<? to rejoice at that particular time and the biggest number 
of them were unknown to me. It must have been'people from around 
Washington here that .came in for the party, 

Mr. Wood. Any further questions? 

Mr. Walter. That is all. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Velde? 

Mr. Viblde. Were you issued a Communist Party card at the time 
you were a member ? 

Mr. Decavitch. I was never issued a Communist Party card and 
as I said before, it was f unny. I could not understand it. I never 
came under the discipline of the Communist Party. They must have 
thought I was too much of a free thinker and did as I pleased. 

Mr. Velde. Were any of the rest of them that you named issued 
Communist Party cards to your knowledge ? 

Mr. Decavitch. Not to my knowledge but I know they did accept — 
Mr. Fiering on many occasions got the hell bawled out of him by 
Mr. Johnson on some of the things he had done and Mr. Fiering and 
Mr. Kress definitely and Marie and Fred Haug are under strict party 
discipline. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Kearney. 

Mr. Kbarnet. I understand you to say you never paid any dues to 
the party. 

Mr. Decavitch. I never paid a penny. They asked me for a couple 
of donations. 
Mr. Kearjjet. I mean to the regular party. 
Mr. Decavitch. Never, did. 
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Mr. Kearney. What is the full title of your organization' at present ? 

Mr. Decavitch, Of the organization I belonged to at that time'?' 
I am not associated with them at present. It was the United Elec- 
trical Radio and Machine Workers of America, CIO. Since then 
they have been kicked out of the CIO and it is now an independent 
union. 

Mr. Kearney. Some of them hav6 had special elections conducted 
by the NLEB and have gone back to the CIO als independent unions. 

^Mr. Decavitch. I wotud likei to make this observation if the com- 
mittee may permit. It may not be to the liking of some of the com:- 
mittee members, but if you do riot mind it, I would like to say this. 
I think that the worker has been given more rights than he has ever 
been given before by the passage of the Taft-Hartley law. By that I 
£ay let us take this one particular- union. That is, the UK, CIO. 
Gentlemen, I will say at one time they had probably close to or had 
represented one-half million workers in this country; I have made 
my statements to you as to who dominates and controls that union. 
They were able to grow under the conditions as existed prior to that 
time, but since the passage of the Taft-Hartley law, if it is acceptable 
t6 you gentlemen, I thiiik you will find that that union because of its 
communistic activities and'the laboring people of the plants are saying 
that they are seeing what is going on since then but hot being able 
to participate in elections. That has hurt them to the extent that I 
doubt if they have 100,000 members; They would not sign the af- 
fidavits, the international officers, and everyone was instructed not 
to sign the affidavits that they are not a member of the Communist 
Party. The end result of that was they were not permitted to 'have 
union elections. By not*being permitted to have union elections this 
group of union representatives have practically dwindled that union 
away from where they represented one-half million workers, I think 
they will be lucky today if it will run 100,000. 

By the one thing under the Taft-Hartley law the workers were 
given that right and t think it was a real chance and I think it will 
go down in history that it is one of the greatest tools that the workers 
had of breaking themselves away from the yoke of such leadership 
as that. 

Mr. Kearney. You mentioned the name of Albert Fitzgerald but 
I did not understand from your testimony that you connected him 
with the Communist Party. 

Mr. Decavitch. I did not and to this day if . you ask me if Mr. 
Fitzgerald is a member of the Communist Party, I do not think he is. 
He is just a badly misled person. 

Mr.' Kearney.* You mentioned the name of Mr. Emspak. I do not 
know if you mentioned the name of a person by the name of Matles. 

Mr. Decavitch. James J. Matles. Mr. Matles is the director of 
the organization. 

Mr. Kearney. Of UE ? 

Mr. Decavitch. Of the United Electrical, Eadio and Machine 
Workers of America. I want to say he is a very brilliant person and 
he is one of the brains of the UE, but if yon asked me if he is a 
member of the Communist Party, I, have nothing to tack him down 
that happened in the presence of myself. 

Mi*. Kearney. But you are definite in your mind that Emspak is 
a member of the Communist Party ? 



2758 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN* CINCINNATI AREA 

Mr. Decavitch. I know definitely so Because he called Eugene 
Dennis in my presence. 

Mr. Velde. I would like to ask one other question. How far did 
the Communists go down in the ranks to get its membership from 
theUE? 

Mr. Decavitch. The Communists would go down into the member- 
ship of every local union that they could. Naturally, we understand 
that is where they worked the most. That is where they can get their 
paid organizers on staffs and become the leaders of those local unions 
and the Communist Party to a large extent take the tariff which is 
being paid by the workers by them being affiliated with the Communist 
Party and in turn they make a dual capacity out of the thing. They 
work for the union and for the Communist Party. 

The workers in this country are paying millions of dollars to organize 
the Communist Party and I think to a large extent that it was very 
fortunate that the CIO did kick the United Electrical,, Kadio and 
Machine Workers of America, CIO, out of their organization because 
I think Philip Murray became convinced that it was a hopeless cause. 

Mr. Velde. I think we are all in agreement with that. But the 
Communist Party was not too much interested in getting anything 
other than local officers in their organization. 

Mr. Decavitch. No; they would get members of that local union 
too. Naturally they would justify people to go out and carry their 
resolutions from the floor. No ; they would go out into the union 
membership and get everyone they possibly could to be a member of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Velde. At least they attempted to get the officers first. 

Mr. Decavitch. That is right. That would be the key positions 
they would try to get. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Kearney, another question? 

Mr. Kearney. I did not quite get this morning what your occupa- 
tion is now. 

Mr. Decavitch. Why, presently I am an owner of thoroughbred 
race horses plus operating a dairy store. I own a dairy store. 
Mr. Wood. No further questions, gentlemen? 
Mr. Tavenner. No questions. 

Mr.- Wood. Thank you. The committee will take a recess for & 
minutes. 

(A short recess.) 

Mr. Wood. The committee will be in order. 
Mr. Tavenner. Mr. David Levison.- 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Levison, will you kindly raise your right hand and 
be sworn;? Mr. Levison, do you' solemnly swear that in the testimony 
you are about to give before this subcommittee, you will speak the 
truth, the* whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Levison (David H.) . I do. 

TESTIMONY OP DAVID H. LEVISON 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your full name, please? 

Mr. Levison. David H. Levison. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your present address? 

Mr. Levison. 3786 North Broadlawn Circle, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where and when were you born? 
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Mr. Levison. Cincinnati, Ohio, January 20, 1910. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Levison, you are appearing before the com- 
mittee in- response to a subpena served on you by a United States 
deputy marshal in July 1950, are you not ? 

MrJ Levison. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you briefly outline to the committee your edu- 
cational background? 

Mr. Levison. ^graduated from Normal Hills High School in Cin- 
cinnati in 1927 and from Harvard College in 1931— bachelor of sci- 
ence, Harvard College,. 1931. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you outline to the committee your employ- 
ment record, please? 

'Mr. Levison. I have had the same job ever since I got out of school 
except for the time I was in the Army. I work for Permanent Pig- 
ments in Cincinnati. 

Mr. Wood. Permanent Pigments? 

Mr. Levison. That is right, P-e-r-m-a-n-e-n-t P-i-g-m-e-n-t-s, 
Mr. Tavenner. Have you held any other position or engaged in any 
other employment from which you received a gratuity? 

Mr. Levison. While I was in school I worked atf various jobs. 
Mr. Tavenner. No ; I mean since you were at school. 
Mr. Levison. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Levison, were you a member of the Young 
Communists League at one time ? 

Mr. Levison. I must refuse to answer that on constitutional grounds 
in that it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know Mr. John J. Edmiston? 

Mr. Levison. I must decline to answer on grounds it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Wood. Let us see, Mr. Levison if we get it straight. You say 
you must decline. Do I understand from that that you do decline 
to answer it? 

Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Wood. For the reason stated? 

Mr. Levison. Yes, sir; 

Mr. Wood. That refers to your reply to both questions that have 
j ust been asked you ? . 
Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you at the present time a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Levison. I decline to answer on the grounds that it might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Levison. I decline on the grounds that it might tend to incrimi- 
nate me. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you living in Cincinnati in 1941 ? 
Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a meeting of any kind on January 
19, 1941, at the Odd Fellows Hall in Cincinnati ? 

Mr. Levison. I decline to answer that question on the grounds that 
it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a meeting on March 28, 1941, in 
xoom 213, Eailway Clerk's Building, Cincinnati, at a joint meeting of 
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the Cincinnati Chapter of the American Peace Mobilization and' two 
locals of the International Workers Order? 

Mr. Levison. I decline to answer that question on the grounds that 
it might tend to incriminate me . 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Cincinnati Chapter of 
the American Peace Mobilization ? 

Mr. Levison. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds, 

Mr. Tavenner. What reason do you assign for your contention that 
to answer that question would tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Levison. Would you repeat that, please? 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you read the question ? 

(Question read.) 

Mr. Levison. I do not think I can give any answer to that with- 
out—that would be the sam6 thing. I would have to decline to answer 1 
that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, you decline to give to the commit- 
tee any information so thaHt may consider whether or not such an 
answer would tend to incriminate you ? 

Mr. Levison. As far as I can see it, sir, I have to make that decision 
myself * I do not sfee how it could be otherwise in my own conscience. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, you refuse to give the committee 
any information which may be used by them as a basis for passing 
on the question whether or not an answer to that question would haive 
been — 

Mr. Levison. You are getting a little complicated there, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, you made the statement yourself that you 
yourself had the right to answer that question as to whether or not it 
would tend to incriminate you. 

Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, under the decisions I am confident that it is 
the committee that has the right to make that decision as to whether 
or not the answer would tend to incriminate you. Now, if you would 
give the committee some information as to why such an answer would 
tend to incriminate you it might be in a position to decide on the 
matter. 

Mr. Levison. An answer to which question, sir? 

Mr. Tavenner. As to why it would tend to incriminate you to 
answer the question as to whether or not you were a member of the 
Cincinnati Chapter of the American Peace Mobilization organization, 

Mr. Levison. I think the answer to that is that the Attorney Gen- 
eral of the United States has included that organization on the list of 
subversive organizations. I believe that is a matter of record, if I am. 
not mistaken. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time a member of the International 
Workers Order? 

Mr. Levison. I decline to answer that on grounds that it might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have an insurance policy with the Inter- 
national Workers Order? 

Mr. Levison. I do not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever had an insurance policy ^vith that 
organization? 
Mr. Levison. I did at one time. 
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Mr. Tavenner. , Well, it is an order which gives insurance to its 
members, is it not? 
Mr. Levison. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then as a holder of the policy weren't you a 
member? 

Mr. Levison. I carried insurance. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did it issue policies only to members? 

Mr. Levison. I am sure I could not answer that question if I wanted 
to. I just do not know. I did not run the organization. 

Mr. Wood. Have you any individual knowledge yourself of that 
organization ever issuing a policy to any person who was not a member 
of it? 

Mr. Levison. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee whether or not you 
attended a meeting of that organization on March 28, 1941 ? 

Mr. Levison. I decline to answer on constitutional grounds that it 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your reason for stating that it might tend 
to incriminate you ? 

Mr. Levison. The Attorney General of the United States has labeled 
the iWO as a subversive organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. You spoke of having had a policy in that organiza- 
tion. When did you cease to have a policy m it? In other words 
over what period of time did you hold a policy ? 

Mr. Levison. It was some years ago. I can't remember exactly 
when. I cannot tell you the exact date. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you cease to hare a policy ? 

Mr. Levison. I do not recall the date. 

Mr. Tavenner. What year? 

Mr. Levison. I do not recall, sir. 

Mr. Wood. Was it this year ? 

Mr. Levison, JSTo, sir. It was some years. It was not this year or 
last year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, was it 2 years ago? 

Mr. Levison. I do not recall the date. I just do not. I am sorry. 

Mr. Tavenner. You would recall whether or not it was as long ago 
as 3 years, wouldn't you?- 

Mr. Levison. I would say it was sometime shortly after I got out 
of the Army. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words,. you had it while you were in the 
Army? 
Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you go in the Army? 
Mr. Levison. - August 1942. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your rank in the Army? 
Mr. Levison. I was discharged a first lieutenant. 
" % Mr. Tavenner. Where did you serve? 
Mr. Levison. Sir? 

Mr. Wood. When was your discharge? 

Mr. Levison. I was separated from the service at Camp Atter- 
bury in February 1946, on terminal leave from then until, I think, 
May 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. ^ Where did you serve in the Army? I mean what 
branch of the service ? 



2762 



COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES m CINCINNATI AREA 



Mr. Levisow. I entered the Army in August, as I stated> of 1942 as 
a draftee. After some considerable effort on my part — namely, I was 
placed by my draft board originally in class 1-B because I was over- 
weight In the summer of 1942 I lost 50 pounds so I did get into the 
Army. They would not take me then in those days because they were 
only taking 1-A's. They would not take 1-B 7 s, 

They sent me to Fort McClellah, Ala,, for basic training, 6-week 
cycle. From there I was shipped to Camp Beaureguard or is it Fort 
Beaureguard? I can't ever get them straight. It is Camp Beaure- 
guard, La., where I was assigned to a newly formed M, P. company 
that was taking its basic training and at that place I put in my appli- 
cation for O. U S.— Field Artillery 0. C, S, I was accepted, went to 
Fort Sill O, C. S. the early part of 1943, graduated somewhere around 
April 1943 from Field Artillery School at O. C. 8. as a second lieu- 
tenant. 

At that time I was placed on limited assignment because of an old 
knee injury and some Army regulation which says anybody that has a 
history of an injury to a major joint shall not be considered general 
service* 

I was sent to the Fourth Service Command where I was assigned to 
ASTP. That is Army Specialised Training Program or Army 
■Specialized Training Unit, rather, at Georgia Tech, Atlanta, where I 
stayed a few months, as I recall. Not more than two. From there I 
was transferred to Alabama Polytechnic Institute at Auburn, Ala., 
where I spent some 6 months, I believe. 

While at Auburn, Ala., I managed through my own initiative to 
have my classification changed from limited service to general service 
so I could get out of the land of duty I was on and into active duty — 
in more active duty, and requested transfer overseas* 

December 1943 I was transferred out of Auburn, Ala. Apparently 
it had nothing to do with my request. It was a coincidence. I was 
transferred to a replacement company which was about to ship to 
Europe, 

I was used as a last minute fHl-in for somebody that had been knocked 
off the list for medical reasons as I found out later. 

I shipped to England in January of 1944, From January of 1944 
to August 1944 I was unit officer in the Two Hundred and Ninth 
Replacement Company in Street-Somerset County > England.. 

August 2, I believe it was, I landed with an advance party of my 
company on the shores of the English Channel in France, From that 
date until December of that year— let me see, that is 1944 now— from 
that date until December of 1944 our company was a forward replace- 
ment company with the Third Army, We supplied a number of 
divisions, I think we had two or three— a number of divisions of the 
Third Army with replacements for their casualties. That is, we 
shipped up the men to replace the losses they had suffered due to- 
comBat injuries-ana 1 other injuries, sickness, and what not. That was 
until January of 1945. I will take that back. Until January of 
1945— that is right. 

January of 1945 I was transferred to a provisional replacement 
depot, which was actually an infantry replacement training center. 
If you will recall, at that time the Army in Europe had run out of 
replacements. As we used to say, in October we shipped the bottom 
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of the barrel, in November the barrel, and by December the place where 
the barrel used to stand. We didn't have any replacements to ship. 

I was transferred to this provisional replacement depot, which was 
set up as an Infantry training center, where I was an Infantry platoon 
leader in a training company. I was there from January 1945 until 
I think it was July 1945. In the course of that period some changes 
took place in the functions of our organization, but the provisional 
replacement depot was carried on the books as the same organization. 

Some time around early July I was released as a free replacement 
since the situation had changed. I will neyer forget this. On J uly 13 
I left Chateau-Thierry on my way to join a field artillery group on 
the Channel which was on its way to the Pacific through the States. 
I had to go through Paris to get to the Channel. I hit Paris late on 
the night of July 13 and had a lot of trouble trying to find a place to 
sleep. On the 14th was the first free Bastille Day France had seen 
since the German occupation. I also found otit, a month late, that my 
mother had died a month before. 

I was in Paris that day and I was shipped out that night to the 
Channel. Through some of the Army's traditional handling of paper 
work, the unit to which I was shipped had been shipped out 2 weeks 
before. The war in the Pacific was still on. I was there when the 
war in the Pacific ended in August, and a conple days later was shipped 
out with a package of replacements. This thing had been made before 
the ending of the war in the Pacific. I took a package of replacements 
to Fort Devens, Mass. 

From Fort Devens I came home for my rehabilitation leave, then 
reported back to Fort Belvoir, Va. From there I was sent to Fort 
Bragg, where I spent the rest of that year. That is 1945. I spent 
the rest of 1945 in the Field Artillery training center there. 

In the first of the year 1946 I was transferred to Fort Knox, Ky. I 
spent a little over a month there and then was shipped to Camp Atter- 
bury, where I was separated. 

Mr.^ Tavenner. ^ere you a member of the Communist Party dur- 
ing the time you served in the Army ? 

Mr. Levison. I must decline to answer that question on the ground 
it would tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were in the hearing room yesterday, were you 
not, during the testimony of Mr. John J. Edmiston? 

Mr. Levison. Most of the time; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall his testimony that at a meeting in 
Cincinnati Mr. Bob Gunkel announced that he was being relieved as 
the Cincinnati secretary of the Communist Party, and that you were to 
serve as acting secretary ? Did you hear that testimony ? 

Mr. Levison. I heard that statement ; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it true? 

Mr. Levison. I must decline to answer on the grounds it would 
tend to incriminate me. 
Mr. Tavenner. I think that is all. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Chairman, I don't know whether the witness 
stated what his rank was when he said he was a platoon leader. 
Mr. Levison. Which period are you speaking of? 
Mr. Kearney. You just testified you were a platoon leader. 
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Mr. Levison. Well, my rank in the Army, I should make that clear. 
I was commissioned a second lieutenant at Fort Sill, I think April 1, 
1943, and I was promoted to first lieutenant in January of 1945. So 
the time I was Infantry platoon leader I was a first lieutenant. 
. Mr. Kearney. When you were commissioned as an officer in the 
United States Army, did you go before a screening board? 

Mr. Levison. I can tell you the procedure as I remember it. I put 
in a written application when I was private first class in the MP 
company at Camp Beauregard. I told my commanding officer I 
wanted to apply for OCS, and he said 0. K., to get the forms. I filled 
out the forms. Later I was interviewed by a group of officers at Camp 
Beauregard. I believe there were five officers. 

Mr. Kearney. When you were being interviewed by that group of 
officers at Camp Beauregard, were you asked the question : Are you 
now or have you ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Levison. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Did they ask you if you had been a -member of any 
subversive group? 

Mr. Levison. No; they asked why I wanted to go into OCS, why I 
picked out this particular unit, and so forth. 

Mr. Kearney. Avq you still in the Reserves? 

Mr. Levison. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. When did you resign? 

Mr. Levison. I never did resign. - 

Mr. Kearney. You had a Reserve commission, did you not? 
Mr. Levison. I am not an authority on this matter. 
Mr. Kearney. When you came home you received what is known as 
a certificate of separation from service? 
Mr. Levison. Correct. 

Mr. Kearney. That is, separation of service from active duty. Did 
you ever receive any word from the War Department, at that time, 
the Department of the Army now, as to whether or not you wanted to 
continued as a Reserve officer? . 

Mr. Levison. When we were separated at Camp Atterbury there 
wasan officer there who spoke to us very briefly and said, "Those who 
want to join the Reserve sign up here." Some signed; I did not sign. 
After I got home I got communications from an official or nonofficial 
Reserve organization askingif I wanted to join. 

Mr. Kearney. At no time while you were being interviewed by the 
officers at Camp Beauregard, or at the time of your graduation at OCS, 
were you ever asked the question whether you were or had ever been a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Levison. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. That is all. 

Mr. Wood. Any questions? Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Walter. No. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Moulder? 

Mr. Moulder. What degree did you receive at Harvard Univer- 
sity? 

Mr. Levison. Bachelor of science. That is & technicality I did not 
have advanced Greek or Latin. 
Mr. Moulder. What social subjects did you take? 
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Mr. Levison. I was in mathematics. The degree was dependent on 
whether you had advanced Latin or Greek. - 
Mr. Moulder. Where do you live? 
Mr. Levison. Cincinnati. 
Mr. Moulder. Where in Cincinnati? 
Mr. Levison. 3786 North Broadlawn Circle. 
Mr. Moulder. What is your occupation? 
Mr. Levison. I am employed by Permanent Pigments. 
Mr. Moulder. What are your duties there? 

Mr. Levison. It is a small firm and I do a lot of things. I am in the 
-office, in the f actofy,* and in the lab sometimes. I do some purchasing, 
see that orders get out, that production runs, and do a very little lab 
work on testing. 

Mr. Moulder. What do they produce there ? 

Mr. Levison. Artist colors. 

Mr. Moulder. That is all. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Velde. - 

Mr. Velde. Do you consider yourself to be a loyal, patriotic Ameri- 
can citizen? 
Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Velde. Do you consider that the Communist Party principles 
are in accord with our American democratic principles ? 

Mr, Levison. That is not a question to which I am qualified to give 
an answer, sir. ' • 

Mr. Velde. From what you know about the Communist Party prin- 
ciples? 

Mr. Levison. I do not feel I am qualified to answer that question. 

Mr. Velde. If we were to engage in actual war with Soviet Russia, 
would you fight on the side of the United States ? 

Mr. Levison. If I am called to service I will fight on the side of my 
country, the United States of America. 

Mr. Velde. And yet you do not consider it your patriotic duty to 
answer questions relative to your associations with the Communist 
Party in this country? 

Mr; Levison. That is a double-edged question, sir. 

Mr. Velde. Do you consider it your duty as a patriotic citizen to 
answer the question whether or not you are a member of the Commu- 
nist Party? 

Mr. Levison. I have already answered that to the best of my ability. 
Mr. Velde. I don't recall the answer. 

Mr. Levison. The answer was that I decline on the constitutional 
grounds that I may tend to incriminate myself. ' 
Mr. Velde. That is all. 

Mr. Kearney. One more question, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Wood. General Kearney. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you consider it 2u crime to belong to the Commu- 
nist Party? 

Mr. Levison., I am not an authority on crime, sir. The courts de- 
cide that. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you consider it anti- American to belong to the 
-Communist Party ? 

Mr. Levison. I have never formulated any opinion on this question. 
Mr. Kearney. Can you give me one now ? 
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Mr. Levison. No, sir ; I would not want to do so offhand. 
Mr. Kearney. That is all. 

Mr. Wood. You are here before this committee under a subpena? 
Mr. Levison. Yes. 

Mr. Wood. When was it served on you? 
Mr. Levison. I think it was July 5. 
Mr. Wood. Approximately? 

Mr. Levison. I think it was the.day after the fourth, the fifth. 
Mr. Wood. Are you represented here now by counsel? 
Mr. Levison. No, sir. . 

Mr. Wood. Have you conferred with an attorney ? 
Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Wood. Since you have received that subpena? 
Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. , 

Mr. Wood. Are your answers to the questions that have been asked 
you here in pursuance of the instructions or advice that you obtained 
from the attorney ? 

Mr. Levison. Not instructions, sir, no* 

Mr. Wood. Advice? 

Mr. Levison. Advice, yes, sir. I mean, I asked certain questions, 
and on the basis of that 

Mr. Wood. On the basis of information you obtained from an at- 
torney you are now declining to answer the questions that you have 
declined to answer here? 

Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Wood. Will you give us the name of that attorney? 
Mr. Levison. I consulted two attorneys, to be exact, sir. 
Mr. Wood. Give us their names. 

Mr. Levison. The Civil Liberties attorney in Cincinnati, Mr. Julius 
Holzberg. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell that? 
Mr. Levison. H-o-l-z-b-e-r-g. 
Mr. Wood. What is his office address? 
Mr. Levison. Union Central Building. 
Mr. Wood. In Cincinnati? 
Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Wood. And who is the other? 
Mr. Levison. David Eein. 
Mr. Wood. Where is his office? 
Mr. Levison. 711 Fourteenth Street, NW., Washington. 
Mr. Wood. Did you consult him after you came to Washington in 
obedience to the subpena? 
Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Wood. Did you know him before you came here? 
Mr. Levison. No, sir. 

Mr. Wood. By whom were you referred to him? 
Mr. Levison. I was not referred to him. 

Mr. Wood. Wh did you go to him for information if you had not 
been referred to him? 

Mr. Levison. I overheard somebody in back of me mention his name 
and. I looked him up. 

Mr. Wood. Someone who was a witness here? 
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Mr. Levison. I don't know who it was. I didn't even see who it was. 
Mr. Wood, At whose suggestion did you confer with the attorney 
in Cincinnati? 
Mr. Levison. My own. 
Mr. Wood. Did you know him? 

Mr. Levison. I knew he was a Civil Liberties Union attorney. 
Mr. Wood. Had you known him before you conferred with him? 
Mr. Levison. Yes. 

Mr. Wood. Did he refer you to the lawyer in Washington? 

Mr. Levison. No, sir. 

Mr. Wood. Any further questions?' 

Mr. Kearney. In answer to the chairman's question, Mr. Witness, 
you want the committee to believe that while you were seated in one 
of the chairs in this hearing room somebody in your rear leaned over 
and whispered the name of an attorney in Washington for you to see? 

Mr. Levison. No, sir. They were speaking among themselves. 

Mr. Kearney. There was no advice given to you to go see this 
attorney? 

Mr. Levison. No, sir. 

Mr.' Kearney. They just mentioned his name? 

Mr. Levison. Right. 

Mr. Wood. Any further questions? 

Mr. Tavenner. No further questions. 

Mr. Wood. You will be excused. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Frank Hashmall. 

Mr. Wood. You solemnly swear the evidence you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Hashmall. I do. 

Mr. Wood. Have a seat. 

TESTIMONY OF EEANK HASHMALL, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, DAVID REIN 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your full name, please? 
Mr. Hashmall. My full name is Frank Hashmall. 
Mr. Tavenner. Are you represented here by counsel? 
Mr. Hashmall. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. WilL counsel please identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Rein. Surely. David Eein, 711 Fourteenth Street, N.W., 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Hashmall, you are appearing before the Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities pursuant to a subpena served upon 
you on July 3, 1950, are you not? 

Mr. Hashmall. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please outline to the committee briefly your 
educational background? 

Mr. Hashmall. Tes, sir. I graduated from DeWitt Clinton High 
School, New York City, and graduated from the College of the City 
of New York in January 1940. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you outline to the committee your occupational 
background, including all positions you have held for which you have • 
received a gratuity or salary? 
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Mr. Hashmall. I will do so, but before I do that I would like to 
submit to the committee a statement I have which I would like to read 
to the committee and have inserted in the record. 

Mr. Wood. Just answer the questions, please, sir. If there are any 
questions asked you about which you desire to confer with your at- 
torney before answering, you have that privilege, but other than that, 
please confine your testimony to answers to the questions asked you. 

Mr. Hashmall. Then I cannot read the statement to the com- 
mittee? 

Mr. Wood. You may leave the statement and it will be filed with 
the record. 

Mr. Hashmall. When I left school I was employed for approxi, 
niately 3 years in various industries in New York City. For the long- 
est period of time until 1943 I was employed as machine repairman 
m the garment industry. 

With regard to my employment after 1943, 1 decline to answer that 
question on the grounds that it might possibly, or may, incriminate 
me. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you work after 1943 ? 
Mr. Hashmall. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
of possible self-incrimination. 
Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live after 1943? 
Mr. Hashmall. In New York City., 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you continue to live in New York? 
Mr. Hashmall. I lived in New York until the middle of 1944. 
Mr. Tavenner. To what place did you move at that time? 
Mr. Hashmall. To Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. And how long did you live in Cleveland, Ohio? 
, Mr. Hashmall. I lived in Cleveland, Ohio, from the middle of 1944 
to, I believe it was the winter of 1947. 

Mr. Tavenner. And since that time where have you lived? 

Mr. Hashmall. I have lived in Columbus and Cincinnati. 

Mr. Tavenner. What period of time did you live in Columbus? 

Mr. Hashmall. From the beginning of 1948 to approximately 
August of 1948, and I have been living in Cincinnati since.. 

Mr. Tavenner., And your address is what at the present time? 

Mr. Hashmall. 3595 Wilson Avenue in Cincinnati. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the place to which you first moved after 
leaving New York City? 

Mr. Hashmall. Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is Cleveland in Franklin County, Ohio? 

Mr. Hashmall. No. That is Columbus. Cleveland is in Cuyahoga 
County. & 

(Hon. John McSweeney entered hearing room.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell me again the date when you moved to 
Cincinnati? 

Mr. Wood. Let the record show that there is now present Mr. Mc- 
Sweeney. 

Mr. Hashmall. I think we moved to Cincinnati in Julv or August 
of 1948. J 6 

Mr. Tavenner.. Do you know whether Mr. Talmadge Raley was 
. business, agent for local 766 UE in Cincinnati while you were there? 
Mr. Hashmall. I would like to consult with counsel a second. 
(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
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Mr. Hashmall. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Esther Tice his secretary? 
Mr. HASHMALri. I don't know. * 
Mr. Tavenner. Was she an organizer for the UE in Cincinnati at. 
that time? 

Mr. Hasegvtaijl. I believe so. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know the name of the secretary of Mr. Raley 
at that time? 

' Mr. Hasbckall. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did Mr. Phil Parr have with the f ur 
and leather workers, union in Cincinnati ? 

Mr. HASHiViAiiii. I believe he was connected with the fur and leather- 
workers union. I don't know the exact title that he had. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Marge McCreary Brown was* 
his secretary? 

Mr. Hashkalij. I decline to answer that question on. grounds that 
it might tend to incriminate me. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you explain to the committee how the answer- 
to a question as to whether or not Marge McCrealy Brown was secre- 
tary to Mr. Phil Parr would tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Hashmall. Well, sir; to answer that question would tend to- 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee any information upon 
which it may base a judgment as to wliether or not it would tend to> 
incriminate you to answer such question? 

Mr. HashmaIjIj. Well, sir, any information that I could give youi 
along that line would fall into the category of information which 
would tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Esther Tice known to you to be a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. HASHMALii. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that 
to answer it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Talmadge Raley a member of the Communist 
Party to your knowledge? 

Mr. Hashmai,!,. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that 
to answer it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time a member of the American 
Youth for Democracy organization? 

Mr. Hashmall. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that 
to answer it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Daily Worker of April 1, 1948, lists you as 
executive secretary of the Communist Party, Franklin County, Ohio. 
Were you executive secretary of the Communist Party of Franklin 
County, Ohio, on that date? 

Mr. Hashmaul. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that 
to answer it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee whether you were ac- 
quainted with any of the organizers of the UE in Cincinnati? 

Mr. Hashmall. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that 
to answer it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you mean by that that the admission of ac- 
quaintanceship with any member or any organizer of the UE would 
tend to incriminate you? 

70347— 50 8— Pt. 1 
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Mr. Hashmall. I mean by that that my answer to the question you 
asked would tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Possibly you misunderstood my question. Are you 
acquainted with any organizer of the UE in Cincinnati? 

Mr. Hashmall. I feel that to answer that question might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period the United States was at war, 
what was your employment? 

Mr. Hashmall. Until 1943 I worked in New York City in the gar- 
ment industry, at various jobs in the garment industry in New York 
City. After that I refuse to state what my employment was on the 
grounds that it would tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your draft status ? 

Mr. Hashmall. I was refused military service on physical grounds 
and classified for it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Hashmall, are you a member of the Ohio Labor 
Conference for Peace at this time? 

Mr. Hashmall. I refuse to answer that question also on the grounds 
that it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you explain your answer? 
b Mr. Hashmall. Well, sir, my feeling is that to go into an explana- 
tion of that answer would also lead to self-incrimination. 

Mr, Tavenner. Do you mean to say that the Ohio Labor Conference 
for Peace is such an organization that to admit membership in it might 
tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Hashmall. I don't wish to state what kind of an organization 
it is. I just wish to state that to answer that question, in my opinion, 
would tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Walter. What do you base your opinion on? 

Mr. Hashmall. Well, sir, I am not a lawyer. My feeling is that 
it would tend to incriminate me; and further, my feeling is that to 
attempt to give reasons for it would lead to the same thing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you support the Communist forces in Korea in 
their actions against the United States at the present time? 

Mr. Hashmall. Well, sir, I don't feel that this is the time or place 
for a discussion of my full political views on current happenings in our 
country. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, let me ask you this: If you were inducted in 
the armed services' of the United States in the war with Korea, would 
you defend the United States against the Communist forces in Korea? 

Mr. Hashmall. I consider that the same category of question. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean by that that you refuse to answer the 
question? 

Mr. Hashmall. By that I mean that I don't feel this is the time 
or place for a discussion of my personal political beliefs'. 
Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Wood. Mr. Walter? 
Mr. Walter. No questions. 
Mr. Wood. Mr. McSweeney? 
MY. McSweeney. No questions. 
Mr. Wood. Mr. Moulder? 
Mr. Moulder. No. 
Mr. Wood. Mr. Velde? 
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Mr. Velde. No questions. 
Mr. Wood. General Kearney? 
Mr. Kearney. No questions. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Hashmall, are you at the present time a member of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. Hashmall. Well, sir, I decline to answer that question on 
the grounds that to answer it might tend to incriminate me. ( 

M'r. Wood. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Hashmall. I refuse to answer that question, sir, on the same 
grounds, that it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Wood. Weren't you a witness in the trial of the 11 Communists 
an New York City? 

Mr. Hashmall. That is right, sir: 

Mr. Wood. Did you testify in that trial? 

Mr. Hashmall. I did, sir. 

Mr. Wood. Did you testify in that trial that you were a member 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Hashmall. I refuse to answer that question, sir, on the grounds 
lhat to answer it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Wood. Was that question asked jou in the trial in New York 
just referred to when you were on the witness stand ? 

Mr. Hashmall. I don't recall being asked that particular question. 

Mr. Wood. Were you asked a question involving your membership 
in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Hashmall. Oh, I imagine so, sir. 

Mr. Wood. Don't you know you were? 

Mr: Hashmall. I don't remember the specific form of questions that 
•were asked me, but as I recall there probably were questions involving 
my membership or asking me whether I was or was not a member of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Wood. Did you decline to answer those questions then? 

Mr. Hashmall. I did not, sir. 

Mr. Wood. In the light of that testimony I will ask you again if 
you are a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Hashmall. Well, sir, I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds that to answer it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Wood. .In the light of that testimony yoahave just given I will 
ask you again if you have ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Hashmall. I decline to answer that, sir, on the grounds that to 
.answer it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Walter. Didn't you testify in New York at the trial just re- 
ferred to as to the aims and objectives of the Communist Party ? 

Mr; Hashmall. To answer that question, sir-, at this time, I feel 
•would tend to incriminate me. 

Mr; Walter. If you answered those questions under oath on the 
witness stand in New York, why do you feel it would incriminate 
you to answer the same questions now ? 

Mr. Hashmall. I feel first of all that trial was concluded and a 
judgment reached, temporarily, in relation to that trial, and I feel that 
-these questions in this committee, my answering them might tend to 
incriminate me. 
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Mr. Walter. The fact of the matter is, at that trial you appeared 
as a witness for the defendants and you testified as to what the Com- 
munist Party of the United States stood for, and you testified from, 
your own knowledge because of your membership in the Communist 
Party. Is that not the fact? 

Mr. Hashmall. I am sorry. I will have to decline to answer that 
question on the grounds that it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Walter. Do you think it might incriminate you in this hear- 
ing, which is not a criminal proceeding, to testify to facts you have- 
already testified to under oath in a criminal proceeding ? 
, }f r : Hashmall. As I stated bef ore^ I am not a lawyer. It is my 
belief that to answer these questions at this committee meeting; might, 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Waiter. Why do you feel it might tend to incriminate you to- 
answer questions asked you at a previous trial which you answered?' 

Mr. Hashmall. I am not a lawyer. That is my belief . And to dis- 
cuss the whys and wherefores I feel would be in the same category of 
qu ^ tl0 S? and ai £ wers which mi gto tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Wai/ter. You have refused to answer the question as to what 
your employment was since 1943. Is that because your employment- 
since 1943 was of such a nature that you might be indicted or might 
to d yourself m trouble because of that employment ? 

Mr. Hashmall. It was an employment of a nature which, if I 
answered the question, might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Walter. What were you doing that was so illegal and improper 
that to admit what you were doing would tend to incriminate you ? 

Mr. Hashmall. I am not discussing any question of illegal or im- 
proper activities. I am saying that to answer that question might tend 
to incriminate me. I don't know the definition of improper or illegal* 
activities. & 

Mr. Walter. Do you know the definition of incriminate? 

Mr. Hashmall. Generally I do. 

Mr. Wai/ter What is it you did that you are afraid that to admit 
what you were doing would incriminate you ? 

Mr. Hashmall. To answer that question would fall in the categorr 
of answers which might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr, Kearney. Do you believe in the principles of the Communist. 
Party? 

Mr. Hashmall. Sir, to answer that question I feel might tend to-^ 
incriminate me. 
Mr. Kearney. That is all. 
Mr. Wood. Any further questions? 
Mr. Tavenner. No, sir, 
Mr. Wood. You may be excused. 
Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Talmadge Raley. 

Mr, Wood. Hold up your right hand, please. You solemnly swear- 
the evidence you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Ealey. I do. 

Mr. Wood. Have a chair. 
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TESTIMONY OF TALMADGE RALEY 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please? 

Mr. Raley. Talmadge Ealey. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your present address? 

Mr. Raley. 103 Jackson Street, Lockland, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born? 

Mr. Raley. I was born the 2d of March 1911, in the .rural com- 
munity of Addison, Ky. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you appearing here pursuant to a subpena 
served on you on July 5, 1950, by a deputy United States marshal? 

Mr. Raley. Iam. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you outline for the committee briefly your 
•occupational background ? 

Mr. Raley. You mean ever since I became employed ? 

Mr. Tavenner. From the time that you became steadily employed. 

Mr. Raley. The first occupation I believe I had of what you would 
-consider a steady nature was with an industry known as Cincinnati 
Porcelain Co., which I believe no longer exists. From there I went 
to, I believe it was the old Snow King JBaking Powder Co. of 'Cincin- 
nati. From there I think I went to what was then known as the Wire- 
bound Box Co., later the General Box Co., located in St. Bernard. 

I left there and went to Illinois for a fall season to go through a 
corn harvest. I wanted to experience going through one of those har- 
vests, which I did. I came back and worked for Emory Industries. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was that? 

Mr. Raley. I think it was the fall of 1929 that I went to Illinois, but 
I think it was iiL early 1930 that I secured employment with Emory 
Industries. 

From there I went again with the General Box Co., as it was then 
known, and from there I -went to work with the Formica Insulation 
Co. From the. Formica Insulation Co. I went to work for the "United 
Electrical, Radio, and Machine 'Workers of America. °f % 

Mr. Tavenner. When was that? 

Mr. Raley. I can't be specific, but I think that was in the fall of 
1942. I am not positive. I worked in that capacity for some time. 

Mr. Tavenner. You haven't stated what capacity. 

Mr. Raley. As a field organizer, helping to build and organize the 
workers of the Cincinnati area into a local union. 
s Mr. Tavenner. How long did you work in that capacity? 

Mr. Raley. I really can't recall the exact length of that employ- 
ment. I was trying to think, but I really can't, because there was 
an interruption there. I worked until the union^was built and .strong 
enough to support a local representative, sometimes referred to as a 
business agent, at which time I took employment with the local union. 
That was severed by my entering the armed services, and I returned 
in -the fall of 1945 just prior to the nomination, and election of officers 
for the coming year, and the members of the organization placed my 
name on the ballot and I was again elected as representative of the 
local and assumed office again in February 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. What local? 

Mr. Raley. Local 766 of United Electrical, Radio, and Machine 
Workers of America. 
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Mr. Tavenner. And you remained in that position until what time? 

Mr. Raley. I ampresently employed in that position. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was your secretary while you were in that 
position the second time, after you came back from the service? 

Mr. Raley. Well, I had a secretary by the name of Virginia Ham- 
lin, who is presently employed in that position. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have others? 

Mr. Raley. Yes. There was a short period of time, I don't re- 
member exactly the time and I don't remember how long, there was a 
girl employed in the local union by the name of Marjorie G-russ. 

Mr. Tavenner. You, of course, became acquainted with other or- 
ganizers of the UE in that area, did you not? 

Mr. Raley. I think it would be natural to. conclude that working 
in that organization I became acquainted with other people of that 
nature, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Esther Tice one of them ? 

Mr. Raley. Well, gentlemen, frankly, I am rather proud of my as- 
sociates, I like to be connected with them, but I feel that to answer 
that question might be used to incriminate me, and on that basis, 
under the first and fifth amendments to the Constitution, I feel I must 
decline. 

Mr. Tavenner. You refuse to answer whether or not you knew 
Esther Tice, an organizer for the UE ? 

Mr. Wood. Let's see if he does. He hasn't so far. You say you 
think you must decline. The question is, Do you decline to answer? 

Mr. Raley. Yes, on the basis that it might be used at a later date 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Wood. The question is a simple one, whether you are acquainted 
with this person whose name was given you. 

Mr. Ra£ey. That is right. 

Mr. Wood. And your answer to that is that you decline to give an 
answer?, 

Mr; Raley. That is right, on the grounds I gave. 

Mr. Walter. What crime do you think you might be guilty of for 
knowing somebody? - 

Mr. Raley. That I don't know. I do know other people have, in 
my opinion, been framed and mistreated for answering questions sim- 
ilar to this, and I understand those amendments to the Constitution 
were originally put in that document for the purpose of protecting 
citizens, and it is the only recourse I have, to try to protect myself 
by using them. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Ruth Shechter? 

Mr. Raley. Again, I don't know for what purpose the committee 
intends to use the answers I would give as to my associates, and I think 
my right to have associates of my own choice is guaranteed by the 
amendments to the Constitution I referred to, and on that basis I 
must refuse to answer. , 

Mr. Tavenner. By that do you mean that you do refuse to answer? 

Mr. Raley. That is correct. 

Mr. McSweeney. When you were inducted into service you^took the 
oath of allegiance, didn't you ? 
Mr. Raley. I took the usual oath given to inductees, yes. 
Mr. McSweeney. 'With a clear conscience? 
Mr. Raley. I did. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Do you know a Mr. Frank Hashmall? 
Mr. Ralex. Again I must refuse to answer on the same grounds I 
have given before. 

Mr. Wood. You say you must refuse. Do v you refuse? 
Mr. ]Jalet. I do decline to answer, sir. 
Mr. Tavenjster. Do you know John Boggs? 

Mr. Baley. Again I must give the same answer that was given, 
before. I do give the same answer given before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know Phil Parr, P-a-r-r ? 

Mr. Ealey. Gentlemen, I have no other recourse. I must use that 
same answer in relation to my associates. 

Mr. Velde. He was an associate of yours? 

Mr. Ralet. People I know or do not know, I must refuse to answer 
that question. 

(Hon. John McSweeney left hearing room.) 

Mr. Walter. Suppose I told you that as a matter of law to admit 
that you knew an avowed, active Communist would in no wise: 
incriminate you in any way at all, would your answer still be the 
same ? 

Mr. Ealex. In view of what is now going on in relation to that 
question, I would say, yes; my answer would still be the same. 

Mr. Wood. Let the record show Mr. McSweeney has gone out. 
There is still a quorum present. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know Waldo Stager ? 

Mr. Ealey. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds- 
that I refused to answer the others, that it might tend to incriminate 
me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know Cecil Scott? 

Mr. Raley. To that I can say this, that when it was revealed by the 
papers of Cincinnati that he was to provide so-called information to 
this committee 

Mr. Wood. The question is, Do you know him? 

Mr. Ealet. I made an investigation, and I have a letter I would 
like to present to the committee. 

Mr. Wood. The question is, Are you acquainted with him? 

Mr. Baijet. On that basis I must refuse to answer on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Wood. Do you refuse to answer ? 

Mr. Kalet. Yes ; on the grounds it might be used to incriminate me 
at a later date. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hold any position in the Communist Party 
while you were organized for the UE?- 

Mr. Ealex. I refuse to answer that on the grounds that it might be 
used to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us whether as an organizer of the UE 
the Communist Party exercised any influence over the actions of UE 
officials? 

^ Mr. Kauby. That, I think, is in the same category of the other ques- 
tions. I also refuse to answer it on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know of any organizations other than the 
UE in Cincinnati in which the Communist Party was active, through 
its members? 

Mr. Ralet. That, again, I think is the same type of question. I 
have to refuse to answer it on the same grounds. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Do you refuse to answer it? 
Mr. Raley. I do, yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What organizations were you a member of other 
than the TJE? 

Mr. Raley. Well, sir, I refuse to answer that on the same grounds 
on which I have refused to answer the others; it might tend to incri- 
minate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you stated that Mar jorie Grruss, G-r-u-s-s — 
Is that the correct spelling of it ? 
Mr. Raley. I am not positive. 

Mr. Tavenner (continuing). Was an employee in a secretarial 
•capacity at the TJE headquarters. Is that correct? 

Mr. Raley. I don't know if you would call it secretary or routine 
-office worker. Maybe it is the same thing ; I don't know. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of her duties? 

Mr. Raley. Routine filing work, typing, the kind of activities you 
-Would do in an office. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that in your office? 

Mr. Raley. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. She took dictation from you ? 

Mr. Raley. I don't think she did, sir; I seldom dictate. I usually 
make notes if I want to do any correspondence. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tou make notes and give them to the stenographer 
to write? 

Mr. Raley. That is what I would do, I believe, if I desired to have 
them compose something for me. 

Mr. Velde. Who was the other secretary in your office who you said 
"is there presently ? 

Mr. Raley. A! girl by the name of Virginia Hamlin. 

Mr. Velde. Are you acquainted with Virginia Hamlin and Mar- 
jorie Gruss? 

Mr. Raley. I think it is rather obvious since they work for me 
"that I am. 

Mr. Velde. Tou were acquainted with them and still are acquainted 
with them. If you are acquainted with them and admit you are 
acquainted with them, what is there about your association with them 
"that is different from your association with anybody else as to whom 
you have refused to answer whether or not you were acquainted with 
them? 

Mr. Raley. There is a lot going on on the subject about which I am 
being questioned. I have sat in this room the last 3 days and have 
heard the names of many people on whom I am not the one to pass 
judgment. I didn't hear the names, of these two people mentioned, 
and on that basis I assume that is the reason I answered the way 
I did. 

Mr. Wood. Was any of the testimony you have heard given here 
in the last 3 days with respect to any individual untrue, to your 
knowledge? 

Mr. Ralby. Sir, I don't think I am in a position to pass on the 
validity of that testimony. 

Mr, Wood. I just asked of your knowledge. 

Mr. Raley. The only answer I can give is the one I gave, that I 
am, not in a position to pass on the validity of the testimony, .and if 
pressed I would have to refuse to answer on constitutional grounds. 
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Mr. Wool). I am asking if you know the falsity of any of the testi- 
mony given here the last 3 days ? , 

Mr. Eauby. I would have to refuse to answer that on constitutional 
grounds. m . 

* Mr. Wood. I was simply giving you^ an- opportunity to refute it ir 
you desire to do so. 

Mr. Kearney. May I ask one question? 

Mr. Wood. General Kearney. 

Mr; Kearney. Counsel asked you a question a few minutes ago as 
to whether or not the Communist Party exercises any influence over 
the TJE officials. You declined to answer on constitutional grounds. 
Would. you refuse to answer that question if the Communist Party t 
did not exercise any influence over the UE officials ? 

Mr. Ealey. Appearing before this committee, regardless of what 
might be the situation I would decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. You spoke of the secretary or stenographer em- 
ployed in your office up to the present time, and Miss Gruss who pre- 
ceded her. When did Miss Gruss leave your office ? 

Mr. Ealey. That I don't recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long was she there? 

Mr. Ealey. That, again, I can't recall. I don't recall exactly how 
long she was there. It was not an extended period, I know. 
Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall why she left? 

Mr. Ealey. No. I know the local union gave her a paid, vacation 
from which she never returned. That is all I know. 
Mr. Tavenner. Who gave her the vacation? 
.Mr. Ealey. The local union. 
Mr. Tavenner. The local union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who would be the officer to notify her ? ^ 
Mr. Ealey. Well, that is a normal custom, to give employees paid 
vacations. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, but somebody has to notify them. 

Mr. Ealey. It is a policy established by the organization, and em- 
ployees of the organization know that they are entitled to a vacation. 
I don't know if there is any specific time or any specific individual who. 
says "As of now you get this in the way of a vacation." When- 
ever an employee wants 'a vacation, if they can be excused with the 
minimum disruption of the office they are given that permission. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, but she got permission, from someone to leave. 
Did she get it from you ? 

Mr. Ealey. Eeally I couldn't say. 

Mr. Tavenner. You don't remember? 

Mr. Ealey. I could tell you how it is usually done. Usually the 
emloyee requests a specific time. I discuss it with the officers, and 
among ourselves we determine whether the office can carry on for that 
particular period, then some officer carries the word back to the 
employee. 

Mr. Tavenner. When Miss Gruss left on her vacation, did she write 
you a ; letter or anything to notify you she was not coming back? 

Mr. Ealey. I don't remember of having received one. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever learn why she didn't come back? 

Mr. Ealey. Gentlemen, J don't know what the purpose of that par- 
ticular tvpe of questions is. 

Mr. Wood. To elicit the truth. Do you mind giving it to us I 
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aJ^'t^ 1 ** 1 fear thafc ma y be us ^ d for som ® purpose. I 
think I liave answered truthfully to the questions asked me. In my 
own mmd I feel that an attempt is being made to use something for the 
purpose, maybe, at a future date, to incriminate me, and based on that 
l will retuse to answer the questions on that line. 

Mr. Wood. The last question asked you was whether or not you ever 
learned why she- did not return to her job. 

Mr. Raley. As I said,, sir, I don't understand the purpose of the 
questions, and m my own mind I fear the purpose for which my 
answers might be used. 
Mr. Wood. The purpose is to elicit the truth. 
Mr. EALEY. And based on the constitutional guaranties. I am going 
to decline to answer. > s & 



Mr. Iavenner. Was she a member of the Communist Party i 

tut •5 ALBr ' also ' 1 declil * e to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Moulder. Do you know whether or not she was a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Raley. That I also decline to answer, on the same grounds. 

Mr. I avenner. Did she not send in a letter resigning from the Com- 
munist rarty, and that is the reason she was not permitted to be em- 
ployed by the UE any longer ? 

before " RAI,EY * That 1 decline to answer 0X1 the same grounds I gave 

Mr. Tavenner. To become employed as secretary in that office, was 
it necessary to be a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Raley. That I also decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Could a stenographer be employed in that office 
without becoming a member of the Cpmmunist Party and having its 
approval?. fc & 

]\fr. Raley. Sir, it is the same type of question. I decline to answer 
on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. According to the Daily Worker of December 19, 
1949, Mr. Raley, you were to be one of the sponsors of the Ohio Labor 
Conference for Peace. Will you explain to the committee in detail 
how you became a sponsor of this organization? 

Mr, Raley. I decline to discuss that on the same grounds that I 
have already given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you circulate any petitions or do any work of 
any character in promotion of that organization, the Ohio Labor 
Conference for Peace? 

Mr. Raley. That I also decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your reason for refusing to answer a 
question N as to whether or not you were connected with a peace move- 
ment? 

Mr. Raley. Well, I don't think it is a crime to be connected with a 
peace movement, but as I said before, so much is going on, so many 
organizations have been labeled by the Attorney General of the 
united States that I can't recall the names of all of them, and I 
suspect that this line of questioning is for the purpose of future 
incrimination of myself on some issue, and I decline to answer on 
those grounds. 

Mr. Waiter. Do I understand you to mean that you are afraid to 
answer these questions for fear whatever answers you give may be 
used against you in a criminal proceeding ? 
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Mr. Ealey. I have no idea what this committee may use my answers 
for. 

Mr. Walter. I would like to call your attention to the fact that in 
1938 Congress passed a law~, subsequently signed by the President, in 
■which anyone testifying .before a congressional committee was given 
immunity in any criminal proceeding for the testimony given before 
u congressional committee. . 

Mr. Ealey. Sir, I also recall that the amendments to the Constitu- 
tion which I use were originally intended to prevent anyone going 
through such an inquisition as I am going through now. 

Mr. Walter. There is no such constitutional provision as you 
refer to. 

Mr. Wood. I caU/your attention further to the fact that up until 
the present time the Attorney General has not listed the Ohio Labor 
Conference for Peace as a subversive organization. 

Mr. Ealey. My answer still stands. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you support the Communist forces in Korea in 
their actions against the United States at the present time? 

Mr. Ealey. I don't think this is a place- for a discussion on foreign 
affairs. I decline to answer that on the same grounds on which I 
declined to answer the other questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a labor organizer for the UE, what is your pur- 
pose and intention with regard to hastening the war effort for this 
country in defense projects, in the event it becomes even further in- 
volved in war? 

Mr. Ealey. That, I think, is along the same line as the question 
you asked before, and I decline to answer it on the same grounds^ 

Mr. Kearney. Do you believe in the principles of the Communist. 
Party? * i 

Mr. Ealey. That, sir, I decline to answer on the same grounds I 
have given before. 

Mr. Tavenner. No further questions. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Walter. No questions. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Moulder? 

Mr. Mottlder. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Ealey, are you a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Ealey. That I decline to answer on the constitutional grounds 
of the first and fifth amendments to the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Ealey. The same answer applies to that question. 
Mr. Tavenner. No further questions. 

Mr. Wood. Since receiving tne siibpena to come here, have you con- 
sulted counsel? 
Mr. Ealey. I have. 

Mr. Wood. Are you declining to answer the questions you have 
•declined to answer based upon the advice you received from your 
■attorney ? 

Mr. Ealey. I was told by counsel I had that right if I desired to 
•do so. 

Mr. Wood. What was the name of the counsel whom you inter- 
viewed? 
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Mr. EALETi David Scribner. 

Mr. Wood. Where is his office? * 

Mr. Raeey. New York City* 

Mr. Wood.. Do yoii know the street number? ' 

Mr* Rausy. Eleven East Fifty^first Street. 
m Mr. Wood. That is the address of the- national office of the TJE, 
is it not? 

Mr. Ramt. That is correct. Mr. Scribner is counsel for our organ- 
ization. ° 

Mr. Wood. Any further questions? 
Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 
Mr. WooD.^ The witness will be excused. 
The committee stafids in recess until 10 o'clock in the morning 
(Thereupon, at 5:10 p. m. on Friday, July 14, 1950, the hearing- 
was recessed until Saturday, July 15> 1950, at 10 a. m.) 
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United States House op Representatives, 

Subcommittee of the 
Committee, on un-American Activities, 

Washington, D. C. 

PUBLIQ HEARINGS 

A subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met 
pursuant to adjournment at 10 : 30 a. m. in room 226, Old House "Office 
Building, Hon. Francis E. Walter presiding. 

Committee members present : Kepresentatives John S. Wood (chair- 
man, arriving as noted) , Francis E. Walter, John McSweeney (arriv- 
ing as noted) , Harold H. Velde, and Bernard W. Kearney. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Louis R. 
Hussell, senior investigator; Donald T. Appell, investigator ; and A. S. 
Poorer editor. 

Mr. Walter. The committee will come to order. 

Call your first witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Miss Marjorie Steinbacher, please. 

Mr. Walter. Will you raise your right hand, please. You swear the 
testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Miss Steinbacher. I do. 

TESTIMONY OF MARJOEIE ELAINE STEINBACHER 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please state your full name? 

Miss Steinbacher. Marjorie Elaine Steinbachpr. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born ? 

Miss Steinbacher. I was born in Chicago. I1L, March 4, 1926. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your present address? 

Miss Steinbacher. 327 Cunard Avenue ? Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe it is Miss Steinbacher; is that correct? 

Miss .Steinbacher. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. And the spelling of the name is S-t-e-i-n-b-a-c-h-e-r ? 
Miss Steinbacher. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you previously been known by any other 
jiame? 

Miss Steinbacher. Yes. I was known as Mrs. Marjorie Gruss. 
Mr. Tavenner. Was that marriage terminated by divorce? 
Miss Steinbacher. Yes; it was. 
Mr. Tavenner. When did you obtain your divorce? 
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Miss Steinbacher. It was in October 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. When were you married? 

Miss Stjdinbacher. I was married December X, 1£M4, 

Mr, Tavenner, Miss Steinbacher, are vou now or have you ever 
been a member of the Communist Party i 

Miss Stginbacher. Yes. I was a member of the Communist tarty 
for a period of about 1 or 8 months. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you outline to the committee just what occurred 
which led to your joining the. Communist Party? 

Miss Steinbacher. Well, it all began when I was working for the 
National Maritime Union in Cincinnati as a stenographer in their of- 
fice, and at the time my boss was a man named John Ferguson. He 
was rather a hot-headed fellow. One morning I came in late and he 
fired me. That worried me quite a bit because at the time money was 
pretty important to me, and this was a good-paying job. So I called 
my husband and told him about it, and he suggested I call a Ruth 
ShecMer, who was a friend of ours. She was secretary to Kollin 
Everett, editor of the CIO Sun. She would come to the office quite 
often and gather news for the paper, aiid that is the way I got to know 
her. 

I called her and she came over immediately and talked to John Fer- 
guson, and I was restored to my position. I asked her why she had 
such power over such a hot-head, and that is when she told me they 
*vere both members of the Communist Party and didn't believe in 
oppression of workers. Of course, that made an impression on me. 
I thought that was pretty nice. So, I continued with my job with 
the National Maritime Union, 

Mr. Tavenner. Where Was that? 

Miss Steinbacher. The names of the streets in Cincinnati slip mv 
mind. J 
Mr, Tavenner, It was in Cincinnati? 

-Miss Steinbacher, Yes. I worked there until they closed the port. 
That was in November. Then Ruth advised me to go to see Mr. Tal- 
madge Ealey about a job. She thought I could get on there. The 
girl who had the job before me, Ester Tempchin, T-e-m-p-c-lvi-n, left 
her job due to health, and I went and talked to Mr. Raley and got 
the job. 

Mr. Tavenner, Did you tell Mr. Raley who had sent you there? 

Miss Stegtoacher. Yes; he knew. Ruth had already told him I 
was coming to see him. 

In between this time, while I was still working at the National Mari- 
time Union, I was included in different activities which later I found 
out to be Communist. I didn't know at the time that they were. 
For one thing, I was called one afternoon to go out to picket at the zoo. 
I thought it was for the Political Action Committee, which I didn't 
know was Communist, and we picketed Congressman Elston. Ruth 
Shechter was the one who called and asked me to go out. I think the 
reason for the picketing was that Congressman Elston was making 
a speech at a food show there, and the Political Action Committee 
didn't believe he should make a speech and one of their representatives 
didn't. At least that is the way at was explained to me. We picketed 
in the afternoon there. 

Mr. Tavenner, You say that was a Political Action Committee; of 
what organization, do you know? 
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Miss Steinbacher. The Political Action Committee is backed by 
the Communist Painty and all their decisions are made by the Com- 
munists in Cincinnati, The one I belonged to was the Thirteenth 
Ward Political Action Committee, which w&s in Avondale. 

Mr. Tavenner. Before we talk about the membership of that organi- 
zation, let's go ahead further with how you became an actual member 
of the Communist Party. 

Miss Steinbacher. There were different things that happened such 
as that, and after I had gone to work for Mr. Raley it soon became 
apparent to me that I would have to join the Communist Party in 
order to retain my job, so I joined the party in January. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of what year ? 

Miss Steinbacher. Of 1947 ; but I left the party the following 
July. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you joined the party ? wlio actually recruited 
you into the party ? 

Miss Steinbacher. Ruth Shechter. 

Mr. Tavenner: Did you pay Communist Party dues? 

Miss Steinbacher. Yes; I did. I paid my initiation fee and I think 
it was 1 month. I paid that to Ruth Shechter. 

Mr. Tavenner. How much was your initiation fee ? 

Miss Steinbacher. I believe it was $2. I can't 'say definitely, 
though. 

Mr. Tavenner. And then you paid dues once ; is that correct, for 
1 month?" 
Miss Steinbacher. That is right. 
Mr. Tavenner. How much did you pay? 

Miss Steinbacher. Well, the dues are fixed by how much per week 
you make. I believe my dues were 50 cents a month. Of course, 
they did ask me for contributions, which I made. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us about those contributions, who 
suggested that you make them and to whom you paid them? 

Miss Steinbacher. At meetings they would have different drives on 
and ask for contributions there, and of course you made them at the 
meetings. On one occasion Robert Gunkel asked my husband and I 
to make a contribution, and I had told him we only had $7 to live on 
for the week, and he wanted us to make a $5 contribution. When I 
objected, saying we wouldn't be able to eat if we made the contribution, 
he told me that the Communist Party was more important than 
eating. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did Bob Gunkel have at that time? 

Miss Steinbacher. I don't know the official title. He was head 
of the Communists in the Cincinnati area. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he connected in any way as an employee of 
the organization where you were employed, or hot? 

Miss Steinbacher. No. He was adviser at the United Electrical 
Workers. He would come in and read all the leaflets, papers, and 
articles that were written, and he more or less edited everything, and 
even sometimes wrote some of the articles and had one of the field rep- 
resentatives sign his name to it. He was more less ghost writer for 
a lot of things there. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mentioned the name of Ruth Shechter as be- 
ing the person whd brought you into the party. How do you spell 
her name? 
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Miss Steinbaoher; S-h-e-c-h-t-e-r. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was your husband a member of the Communist 
Party before you took your employment as a member of the staff 
ofUE? 

Miss Steinbaoher. No, sir. He went in at the same time that I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you joined the Communist Party, did you 
sim a card? 

Miss Steinbaoher. You mean a membership card*? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Was a membership card issued to you? 

Miss Steinbaoher. Yes ; it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did you do with it? 

Miss Steinbaoher. I tore it up and threw it away. 

Mr. Tavenner. To what unit or branch of the Communist Party 
were you assigned when you became a member ? 

Miss Steinbaoher. I was assigned to the Avondale group. 

Mr. Walter. Is that Avondale ? 

Miss Steinbaoher. That is right, A-v-o-n-d-a-l-e. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that the name of a group or cell of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Miss Steinbaoher. That is right; it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with the names of any of the 
other groups of the Communist Party in Cincinnati? 

Miss Steinbaoher. Well, the UE group and the Fur and Leather 
Workers group. Those are the only two I am acquainted with. I 
know there was one in the West End. I don't know what they called 
it or any of the members. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you were assigned to the Avondale group 
or cell of the Communist Party, who were the other persons you 
found to be members of it? 

Miss Steinbaoher. Of the Avondale group? 

Mr: Tavenner. Yes. 

Miss Steinbaoher. I will have to refer to my notes. Of course 
there was Ruth Shechter; Mr. and Mrs. Harry Von Luft. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name? 

Miss Steinbaoher. V-o-n L-u-f-t, of 829 Blair Avenue. Jean- 
nette Wooley. 

Mr. Tavenner. In naming those persons, identify them further 
as to what occupations they had at the time, if you know. 

Miss Steinbaoher. Harry Von Luft was a painter or an artist 
.of some sort. We had meetings at his home. The first time 1 went 
to a Communist meeting it was at his home, and practically all 
the meetings were held there. Later he moved from 829 Blair Avenue. 
I don't know the exact address of his home now. 

Jeannette Wooley I didn't know too well. I met her on several 
occasions. What her work was, I don't know. She left quite soon 
because she had to go to Kentucky. She was having some kind of 
serious operation performed. 

Sara Stone was active in the United Office and Professional Workers 
Union, CIO. 

Mr. Walter. Do you know where she lived? 

Miss Steinbaoher. She lived on Reading Road. I don't know the 
sxact address. 

Mr. Velde. How did you know she was a member of the Communist 
Party? 
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Miss Steinbacher. I ha&met her at meetings and sheidentified* her- 
self to me, and Ruth Shechter identified her to me before I ever went 
to a Communist meeting. She was a -welfare worker for a Jewish 
welfare,association,in Cincinnati. 

(Representative McSweeney enters hearing room.) 

Miss Steinbacher (continuing). Pete Stark: I don't know too 
much about his background, either. I should explain I only went to 
four or five meetings of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Walter. These were meetings exclusively of party members? 

Miss Steinbacher.. Yes, sir. He was what . I would term.very radi- 
cal. He was an elderly man. He and another gentleman, I am not 
sure of his name, always had contests on who could sell the most Sun. 
day Workers in the Avondale vicinity. 

Belle Sien was the wife of Max Sien: She was also very .active. She 
was the head of the Sunday Morning Workers Brigade who went down 
in the West Side to sell Sunday Workers to the colored people. She 
also had other duties to perform. She usually collected the money. 
I don't know if she was treasurer or not, but she was usually in charge 
of .the money at the -meetings. 

Dr. Sam Eappaport and Dr. Ingeborg Eappaport. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell that? 

Miss Steinbacher. Samuel Eappaport, R-a-p-p-a-p-o-r-t, and In- 
geborg Eappaport, tn-g-e-b-o-r-g.; 
Mr. Tavenner. Is there any relationship? 

Miss* Steinbacher. Man and wife. They were both doctors at 
Childrens Hospital in Cincinnati. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were they members, of the Communist Party ? 

Miss Steinbacher. Oh, yes. In fact, Dr. Sam Eappaport led the 
meetings, usually, was chairman of the meetings, of the Avondale 
group; and Dr. Ingeborg Eappaport also went with us on Sunday 
morning to sell the Sunday Worker to the west side residents. - 

Jean Hoffman, H-o-f-f-m-a-n, a saleslady at a dress shop on Seventh 
Avenue in Cincinnati. She is a sister of Vic Kellar, K-e-H-a-r. They 
are both members of the Communist Party. Jean is a very bitter type 
of girl and therefore, very radical. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was this man Kellar an official in the UE or not, 
do you recall? 

Miss Steinbacher. I don't believe he was. I don't know if he was 
or not. He was very active in the Thirteenth Ward Political Action 
Committee. 

Emily Solko, S-o-l-k-o. I met her the afternoon that we picketed 
the zoo and Congressman Elston.' At that time I didn't know whether 
she was a member of the, Communist Party, because at that time no 
one was identifying themselves to me as Communists except Ruth 
Shechter. She is from California. She is married to a man who 
has a partnership in a furniture store in downtown Cincinnati, and 
she told me she. had met her husband on a picket line in California 
when they were picketing the studios out »there,, and that is how she 
happened to pome to Cincinnati. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you later learn she was a member .of the Com- 
munist Party? ,\'.« 

Miss Steinbacher^ Yes." " All' these people are definitely Commu- 
nists. These are people I m£t at the meetings. >i <" . . . 

70347—50 9— Ptl . 1 { 
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Ed and Fanny Biedermann, B4-e^d-e-r?mra-n-n-. 

Mr. Velde. Is that the party known as Eddie Justice? 

Miss Steinbacher. Yes, sir. About them I don't know too much. 
I simply know that they are Communists because they were at the 
meetings. 

Rose and Jacob Aronoff* A-rrO-n-o-f-f, husband and wife: She 
had painted a picture which she raffled off at a party once, and she 
and her husband had previously lived in New York City. 

Dorothy Pilder, P-i-l-d-e-r : She was the daughter of a man who 
owned a .little Jewish delicatessen in Avondale. She was also very 
active in the political action group in the thirteenth ward and in the 
Communist Party. 

John Grossman, G-r-o-s-s-man, who held jneetings at his home: 
He never said very much at the meetings. He was a rather quiet type 
of man. I didn't get to know too much about him. 

That is all I can remember; There were probably more. If I had 
known at the time I was going to be here I would have taken notes* 
but I didn't know then. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the first assignment of work that you 
were given in the Communist Party ? 

Miss Steinbacher. I have already mentioned the Sunday Morning 
Workers Brigade. That was the first thing I was asked to do. That 
was a group of people who went down into the West Side, which was 
almost all colored. We would stop at this colored fellow's apart- 
ment—I don't remember his name at all— and pick up the Workers 
to take around to sell. 

Mr. Walter. Where was hisrapartmen't? 

Miss Steinbacher. I couldn't tell you. I don?t remember at all. 
Mr. Walter. Do you know what street it was on ? 
Miss Steinbacher. No, sir. 

Mr. Walter. Do you know the name of the apartment building? 

Miss Steinbacher. It didn't have a name. It wasn't fancy at all. 
Then we would go out in groups of two from house to house trying to 
sell these Sunday Workers. We were instructed to sympathize fully 
with the colored people, to point out how they were being--what is 
the word? 

Mr. Velde. Mistreated? 

Miss Steinbacher. Mistreated, yes. Thank you. And we were 
even supposed to accept invitations to have coffee with theln and be 
as friendly as possible. They also had contests to see who could sell 
the most Workers. Of course there were never any prizes for that, 
but the honor of having sold the most that Sunday. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who gave you the instructions as to the attitude 
you should take in attempting to sell the Sunday Workers? 

Miss Steinbacher. Ruth Shechter. She was more or less my 
( teacher and adviser while I was in the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the name of the Avondale group changed to 
another name later on? 

Miss Steinbacher. Not to my knowledge. When I left it was still 
the Avondale group. 

Mr. Tavenner. You spoke of the Thirteenth Ward. 

Miss Steinbacher. That was the Political Action Committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell us about that. Who composed that group of 
people? 
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Miss Steinbacher; Well, there were\a lot of innocent: people m it. 
Mr. Tavenner. I mean for you to name only those who are known 
to you to be members of the Communist Party. 

^Miss Steinbacher. Well, it was motivated and run by Com- 
munists. Vic Kellar, as I mentioned before, was very active in it. 
Dorothy Pilder was very active in it; Jean Hoffman; Ruth Shechter ; 
Rose and Jacob Aronoff; and a name I haven't mentioned before, 
Bill Engels, E-n-g-e-l-s. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what his occupation was? 

Miss Steinbacher. No, I don't know what his occupation was. He* 
was the man, by the way, who took care of the literature. He also 
delivered the Sunday Workers to this apartment I mentioned before,, 
and at different meetings he would-be in charge of selling the literature 
to the people attending. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you requested to purchase Communist Party: 
literature? 

Miss Steinbacher. Yes. They even, had a book-of-the-month club/ 
Of course all these little leaflets and so on they would put out, too, 
- Mr. Tavenner. From whom did you buy the publications that you 
were required to buy ? 

Miss Steinbacher. I can't recall that accurately. We would buy 
them at the meetings, but who it was we got them from, I can't re- 
member. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend any Communist Party meetings 
outside of Cincinnati ? 

Miss Steinbacher. Well, there was one meeting I went to that was 
held in the Miami Hotel in Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you fix the date .or the approximate date of. 
that meeting? 

Miss Steinbacher. It was somewhere early in 1947. I believe it 
was in March.. It was around my birthday sometime, I know that,: 
iii March. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us what kind of a meeting that was?: 
• Miss Steinbacher. The name of the group that had the room was 
called the Provisional Vets Committee. 01 course it wasn't the Pro^: 
visional Vets Committee. ~ * r 

Mr. Velde. Provisional what? 

Miss Steinbacher. Vets, V-e-t-s. The purpose of it, to be perfectly : 
frank with you, I don ? t remember. I think I slept through" most of 
it. I wasn't interested in any of that and paid no attention to it. If 
was just in the party to keep my job. I do remember who was 'there. 

Mr. Tavenner; Tellus; please: 

Miss Steinbacher. Jim Lehman, I forgot to mention, had come to 
the UE office and. used the mimeograph machine there. He was in 
the Progressive^-I believe it was the Progressive 

Mr. Tavenner. Progressive Citizens? 
, Miss Steinbacher. That is right. He was head of that. And. 
Esther Tice. 

Mr. Tavenner. , Just a moment. Do you know whether or "not Leli-> 
man wag a member of the Communist Party ? ' i 

Miss .Steinbacher. Y,es; he was. The'onTy people who were at the^ 
Miami Hotel* meeting were Communists. Thefts girl ftielid of 'Es- 
ther's named Alice* Rose. 1 And. John Boggs. 
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Mr* Tavennek: Tell us about John Boggs. How was he employed ; 
do you know? 

Miss Steinbacher. He was an organizer for the UE, local 766< 
Maurice Horowitz, H-o-r-o-w-i-t-z, who was also an organizer for 
local 766. 

Cecil Scott, who was an organizer for the union, and of course Eob- 
ert Gunkel. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you get to the meeting? 

Miss Steinbacher: I don't recall whose car I was in ingoing there. 
Coming back I rode with Esther Tice, Alice Eose, and Cecil Scott. - 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there anything you can remember about your 
trip back? 

Miss Steinbacher. I remember we started out singing songs, and 
we ended up singing Communist songs. I didn't even know the words 
at the time, but Esther and Alice serenaded us. 

Mr. Tavenner. You spoke of Maurice Horowitz. What do you 
know about his Communist Party affiliations ? 

Miss Steinbacher. He belonged to the TIE group there, the cell 
for the UE. I don't know too much about him except what he 
said to me abbut his past. I believe he worked for the Government 
in some capacity. I don't remember exactly what it was, but I believe 
he lost a job due to his affiliation with the Communist Party. I can't 
say definitely what his past has been. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether he replaced Boggs as an 
organizer for the UE ? 

Miss Steinbacher. I don't believe he replaced him because they 
were both — no; wait. John Boggs was transferred to another city 
as organizer, and then that is when Horowitz came in. 

Mr. Tavenner. By that do you mean that they were not present at 
that meeting, or that they were present at the meeting regardless of 
the transf er 1 * "Were both of those persons at the meeting ? 

Miss Steinbacher. Yes. I think that meeting took place right 
about the time that Horowitz came to Cincinnati. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of part of a page 
taken from the March 21, 1947, issue of the CIO Sun, where there is a 
heading appearing, "Transfers Boggs." Is the Maurice Horwitz 
referred to in that article the same as the one you were talking 
about? 

J Miss Steinbacher. Yes. I notice they spell the name differently 
here than I did, but it is the same one. 
Mr. Tavenner.. I desire to read into the record this article : 

[TRANSFERS BOGGS 

John W. Boggs, United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers staff rep- 
resentative, has been transferred to the Warren, Ohio, and Toungstown offices* 
He left early this week to begin work in those cities at once. 

Replacing Boggs in Cincinnati is Maurice Horwitz, wlio came from the 
Tiffin General Electric plant. Horwitz is a veteran of 3 years* service in the 
Pacific theater and was with the American military government's bureau of 
education in ,Korea. 

I desire to offer the article in evidence and ask that it be marked 
"Steinbacher Exhibit No. 1." 
Mr. Walter. It wilrbe admitted., 

(The document above referred to, marked "Steinbacher Exhibit Nb. 
is filed herewith.) 
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Mr. Kearney. Did I understand you to say lie was a member of the 
Communist Party ? 
Miss Steinbacher. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have spoken of another unit or cell of the 
'Communist Party which I think you referred to as the UE unit? 
Miss Steinbacher. That is right. 
Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean by that ? 

Miss Steinbacher. That was the people in the United Electrical, 
Radio and Machine Workers Local 766 who were Communist Party 
members. I was not considered a member of that group, but being 
Mr. Raley's secretary I sat in on most of the meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were meetings of that group helddn the office where 
you worked for Mr. Raley ? 

'Miss Steinbacher. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall the names of those who attended 
those meetings? 

Miss Steinbacher. Yes. There was Talmadge Raley, Esther Tice, 
JohnBoggs^ 

- Mr. Tavenner. What position did Esther Tice hold with UE at that 
time, do yqu know ? 

Miss Steinbacher. She was field organizer. 
John Boggs was field organizer. ' ' 
Cecil Scott was field organizer.* 

Waldo; Stager, W-a-l-d-o S-t-a-g-e-r, was field organizer. 
Maurice Horowitz, field organizer. 

And Willard Bliss, who was international representative. After 
he^was' transferred to Cincinnati'! was no longer allowed to sit* in on 
the meetings. I believe they were getting a little leary of me about 
that time. 

>Mr. Walter. Do you. know where this Maurice Horowitz is now ? 
Miss Steinbacher. No, sir ; I don't. 
Mr. Walter. How okLa,manisdie? 

'Miss Steinbacher. Well, 1 would guess he would he about in his late 
twenties. 

- Mr. Walter. Now? 

1 Miss Steinbacher* Yes. 

Mr. Walter. Mr. Tavenner, Tthink'you ought to*fmd<out, and stress 
our investigators .to find but, who recommended this main for the posi- 
tion he held in Korea.* 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. . * , * ' 

Mr. Walter. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now will you tell us more about these meetings 
which were held in Talmadge Raley's^office iri the UE while you were 
his secretary? 

Miss Steinbacher. Usually it was- to' discuss leaflets* that were be- 
ing passed out to the factories that they wanted to organize. That 
is where Robert Gunkel would either write or edit them during these 
meetings. 

' Mr.' Tavenner. Do you mean "Robert GunkeL attended these 
meetings? 

Miss Steinbaoher. Yes. He attended guite a 'few of them. When 
he would attend he would be the presiding officer. He would "take 
charge of them. 
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Mr. Tavenner, You spoke of leaflets being sent out to the various 
locals: Who would prepare those leaflets frequently? 

Miss Steinbacher, Well, it -was always the organizers, of course. 
Esther Tice was considered the brains* She wrote most of them. 
After she would write them Mr. Gunkel would edit them. Of course 
Talmadge Raley wrote quite a few of theni, being the head of the 
office there, the business agent ; and whoever was in charge of organiz- 
ing a certain plant wrote his own literature, but it was always edited, 

(Representative Wood enters hearing room.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Always edited by whom? 

Miss Stehstbaciiee, Either by Esther or by Gunkel. 

Mr. Tavenner', And Gunkel had no official position in the XJE what- 
ever, did he? 

Miss Steinbacher. None whatever except he was. connected with 
the officers and organizers through the party. 

Mr. Tavenner, Was there any way by which you could distinguish 
staff meetings of the TJE from Communist Party meetings? 

Miss SmNBACHEn. No. They were one and- the same, 

Mr, McSweeney. Bight there may I ask you, how did you know 
who were actual members of the party and who were not? 

Miss Sithnbacher. Because they identified themselves to me as 
soon as I joined. In one case in particular, about John Boggs and 
Cecil Scott, when Cecil Scott joined the party John Boggs went up 
to him and shook his hand and Said, "Well, Comrade, you are one of 
us now." The- others told us in their own words they were members 
*of the Communist Party* 

Mr. McSweeney. This is not quite in line, Mr. Tavenner, hut was 
there any attempt made to infiltrate Communists in the armed services ? 
Did you ever hear anything like that? 

Miss Steinbacher. No. The only thing I heard had to do with 
organizing the different plants and so on. I don't believe I was al- 
lowed to sit in on really important meetings, > 

Mr. Tavenner, Can you state to the committee any other activities 
of Bob Gunkel at these Communist Party meetings which you describe % 
By activities, I mean what course of conduct he suggested, what warn- 
ings or instructions, if any, he ,gave, or anything he may have said 
that had to do with the Communist Party? 

Miss SratKBAonER. Well>:the only connection I ever really had with 
Mr. Gunkel was at the UE offices. He never attended Avondale meet- 
ings, or very rarely. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am referring to the UE meetings. 

Miss Steinbacher. Dissension and distress is what he most empha- 
sized, and he was great on smearing owners of plants and so on, things 
like that. And of course he was always there to give advice, dig up 
things, and so on, but as far as any direct quotes of his, I couldnx re- 
member them. I might also state that lie was the adviser to Mr, Ealey 
when he ran for State legislature. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am sorry. I didn't hear that, 

Miss Si'EmBAQHEK. I say I might also say that he was adviser to 
Mr. Ealey when he ran for the State legislature. I think that was in 
194? that he was campaigning. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the course of the meetings which you attended in 
the UE unit when Bob Gunkel was present, was the question of revolu- 
tion discussed at any time? 
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Miss Steinbaoher. No. I was at a meeting of the Avondale group 
where that was discussed, but not that I can recall at the UE meetings. 
Mr. Tavenner. Tell us about that. 

Miss Steinbaoher. -At this one meeting they discussed a revolution. 
They said that about 1954, somewhere in that vicinity, there would 
probably be a depression in the United States >; that that was when 
communism would take over ; that when the people were distressed and 
unhappy the Communists could move in, they had a fertile field then. 
They sSso said that prior to that time there would probably be a time 
of oppression when Communist Pary member would have to meet in 
parked' cars as they did in the twenties. They didn't go into definite 
plans or anything like that. It was all talking about what would prob- 
ably happen. 

Mr. Tavenner. You spoke of a person by the name of Jacob Aronott., 
Miss Steinbaoher. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of a number of photo- 
graphs, and I will ask you if you can identify him in that picture. 

Miss Steinbaoher. Yes. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you able.f rom that photograph to identity the 
person whose picture appears there as the Jacob Arondff to whom you 
referred in your testimony? 

Miss Steinbaoher. Yes. 

Mr. TavM-^ter. Will you. mark with a lead pencil just above the 
photograph, on the white part, a cross ? 

Miss Steinbaoher. Yes (doing so). # . 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer this photostatic copyof photographs 
in evidence and ask that it be marked "Steinbaoher Exhibit No. 2. 

Mr. Wood. Let it be admitted. ! , - u -* xt 

(The document above referred to, marked "Stembacher Exhibit No. 
2," is filed herewith.) , „ „ A <* t. * 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you spoke of Mr. Aronoff as a member o± 
the Thirteenth Ward political action committee? 

Miss Steinbaoher. That is right 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you identify him as a member o± the Communist 
Party in your earlier testimony? # 

Miss Steinbaoher. Yes; I did. I named him m that group. 

Mr Tavenner. I am a little uncertain from your testimony as to 
whether you positively identified Bill Engels as a member 'of the Com- 
• Uijmist Party? 

Miss Steinbaoher. He very definitely was. 

Mr. ,Tavenner. Did you know a person by the name of Marge 
IVTcCrearv ? 

Miss Steinbaoher. Yes; I did. She was secretary to Phil Parr, 
P-a-r-r, business agent of the fur and leather workers. 

Mr Tawenner. I understood you to say there was another unit or 
cell of the Communist Party in the fur and leather workers union? 

Miss Steinbaoher. Yes. I didn't know too much about them. 1 
knew some of the people who belonged. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were the persons you -knew were members o± 
that cell, and how did you know each one to be a member ? 

Miss Steinbaoher. There-are only two I know definitely, Phil Parr 
and George Grigsby, G-r-i-g-s-b-y. I know these two men because I 
had met them at meetings and they identified themselves to me. They 
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also came up to the UE office,- although the people in the UE office 
amnt particularly care to have a lot of Communists hanging around: 
™ff thought it might become too obvious. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the Daily Worker of June T, 1949, 
page 4, reflects that Phil Parr signed a statement Opposing the anti- 
Communist bill; and as to John W. Boggs, the Commumst Party 
election petitions of Ohio for 1940 show that he was a signer, and that 
hl ?7 tf ^ s ^ ls ' aa signer of -the petition-. 

Mr. Wood. Very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know Charlotte Weston ? 
Miss Steineaoher. I identified a woman "by description and I was 
told it was Charlotte Weston. 

M £ Ta ?™ r - If yon are not positive of your identification, I 
would prefer you not give it. 

Miss Steinbaoher. I am not positive of her name' at all. 
• * ^™ raR - In the cou rse of your experience within the Com- 
munist .Tarty, were you and other members ever given instructions, 

°£ W Sl you 6 Tf taug ? lt » fchat the Government of the United States 
should be overthrown hy force and violence? 

Miss Steinbaoher. I was told that it would probably come to that 
eventually but never really instructed in it, or never really discussed 
the possibility of any great length, 

*■* Mr + \ T ^ VE3sr ^ ER : Can you give the committee now any other instruc- 
tion mat were given to you in the course of your experience in the 
party, what matters they did instruct you in ? ' 

Miss Steiotaoher No. The only real instruction I had was at 
what they called an educational meeting, of which Ruth Shechter was 
the chairman, and we read the Communist Manifesto ,and studied 
that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state what Communist Party activities of 
Esther Tice.came to your attention, if any ? 

Mr. Sieinbaoher. Well, the extent of her Communist Party activi- 
ties that I knew about did take place in the UE as an organizer. What 
she^did outside of that I don't know, 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether she collected dues at any time 
from any of the members ? 

Miss Steinbaoher. Xes; from. other field organizers; she did collect 
from them and turn it over to f Mr. Gurikel. She was more or less in 
charge of the Communists in the UE office. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you cease to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Miss Steinbaoher. I sent in a letter in July resigning. Prior to 
that time I had more or less dropped out of everything, but I had a 
vacation coming tp/me- with pay,;and I felt I should take that, so I went 
on my vacation and never returned, but I did send a letter in to Robert 
Gunkel in the meantime, and I knew they would hear about that and 
know why I was not coming back. 

Mr. Velde. July of what year? 

Miss Steinbaoher. 1947 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Ed Justice, or Biedermann, ever talk to you 
about the subject of yoUr withdrawal from the party ? 

Miss Steinbaoher. No, sir.. I didn't know him too well, and I never 
actually talked to the man. I, of course, saw him at meetings of the 
Avondale group. 
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*- Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a copy of a letter purportedly signed 
by you and your then husband; Is that a copy of your letter of resig- 
nation which you mailed ? 
Miss Steinbacher: Yes; it is. 

Mr. Tavenner. The-copy shows that it was sent by registered mail; 
is that correct? 

Miss Steinbacher. That is right. They had to-sign for it. 
Mr. Tavenner. I desire to read it r 

July 23, 1947. 

Mr. Robert Gunkeb, 

Communist Party of Hamilton County, 

Cincinnati, 2, Ohio 

Dear r Sir : Please acknowledge and accept this as our official resignation from 
the Communist Party of America. We ftdnot believe in either its #K principles or 
its goals. 

Please don't bother us with personal or telephone calls as this resignation is 
final. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Marjorie R Gruss, 
Paul A. Gruss. 

(Book Nos. 73475 and 73476. Registered letter receipt No. 80.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer this copy of letter in evidence ana 
ask that it be marked "Steinbacher Exhibit No. 3." 
Mr. Wood. It will be admitted. 

(The copy of letter above ref erredto, marked "Steinbacher Exhibit 
No. 3," is filed herewith.) 
Mr. McSweeney. Mr. Chairman,- may I ask a question? 
Mr. Wood. Yes; Mr. McSweeney. 

Mr. McSweeney. While you were still a member, had any other 
letters of resignation been accepted or -brought up in meetings ? 

< Miss Steinbacher. No. 
. Mr. McSweeney; I wondered if you knew what action they took on 
resignations. 

Miss Steinbacher. I don't know. 

Mr. McSweeney. Yours was the first you knew of being sent in.? 
Miss Steinbacher. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the reference to the book numbers at the ( 
bottom of the letter? 

Miss Steinbacher. That was the numbers of our membership cards. 
When we tore them up and threW them away we made notations of 
their numbers; 

< Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us .what led up to your sending.that 
letter of resignation? 

Miss Steinbacher. Well, my husband and I were made to under- 
stand vheit-we joined the Communist Party that it was just, a political 
party, a, labor party. We didn't really know what the beliefs of the 
Communist Party were. "We were completely dumb on the subject. 
So we started going to meetings, and then things came up like the 
discussion of the overthrow of the American Government and other 
discussions, I don't remember what they were, butdt gave us a feeling of 
extreme guilt; it just made you feel sick that you got yourself in such 
a mess. That is the way we felt. , * - . 

Then they had these meetings I told you about, the, educational 

frdup, where they read the Communist Manifesto^ And the straw 
lat broke the camel's, back with me. was when I read a chapter on 
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women's camps where they advocated free love- That was too much 
for me. I was through then and there. I wasn't in a position to lose 
that pay I was getting at the time. I hadn't been paying my Com- 
munist dues, and I knew that sooner or later I was going to lose my 
job as a result of it, so I just waited until I had collected my vacation 
pay, then we sent in the letter. 

Mr. Tavenner. I notice that this was a resignation from the Com- 
munist Party ; it was not a resignation from your position with UE. 

Miss SxEiNBACHEK. I considered them one and the same. In my 
mind I knew what I said to Robert Gunkel would get to Tahnadge 
Raley too. 

During the latter part of the time I was working for XJE } Cecil 
Scott identified himself to me- as working with the FBI, so any chance 
I could get when Mr. Raley would dictate something to me that I 
thought was important— I don't f etiiembsr How just what the contents 
of the material were — whenever #jjneihitt£ feat I felt was important 
would happen, I would give Mr* Scott copies of it and so on, I tried 
to help him as much as I could. 

Mr. Ta vender. Did you have any discussion with anyone about 
your position as an employee of UE after you decided you would 
withdraw from the party ? I mean by that, did you talk to any member 
of the Commjunist Party or to any official of" UE, other than Cecil 
Scott, relating to your position with the UE & 

Miss Steinbacher. No, I didn't. The only person I ever heard 
from after that was Ruth Shechter. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of that interview or commu- 
nication ? Did she talk to you, or did she write to you? 

Miss Steinbjsrgeii. She talked to ma I met her one day accidentally 
on the street* She lived in the same neighborhood I did. She said she 
thought we were friends, and I shouldn't ignore her and so on, which 
I was trying to do* I didn't want anything to do with any of them* 
That was the extent of that conversation* 

Mr. Tavenner, When I asked you about Jacob Aronoff, did you 
tell us where he came from before he came to Cincinnati? If not, 
will you do so now? 

Miss Steinbacher. New York City* 

Mr, Tayenner. New York City? 

Miss Steinbacher, Yes* 

Mr. Tavenne'r. Mr* Chairman, I desire to incorporate in the record 
at this hearing a part of a document that was introduced in evidence 
in the case of United States v. Judith Gordon^ appearing at page 5506 
of the copy of the transcript, wliich is as follows : 

In 1938 Jacob Aronoff incorporated Technical Labs, Inc., which was used as a 
cover to facilitate the entrance into the United States of Arthur Aflams, known- 
counter agent. 

■ Mr, Wood. Without objection it will be incorporated, 
Ml\ Tavenker. No further questions. 
Mr. Wood. Mr,. Walter? 
Mr. Wai/ter. No questions. 
Mr. Wood. Mr, McSweeney? 
Mr. McSweehey. I think not 
Mr. Wood. Mr, Velde? 

Mr. Velde, Just one question, and that relates to the political action 
committee you were talking about, "Was this an independent group ? * 
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Miss Steinbacher. Well, as I said; its decisions were made by the' 
Communist Party, It was & front lor the Communist Party in. 
Cincinnati. ' ' ' ' . 

Mr. Velde. Is it to be distinguished from the regular political action 
co'mmittee of the CIO, or are you familiar with that? 

Miss Steinbacher. I can't say. It is the Thirteenth Ward Political 
Action Committee. -> 

Mr. Ve£de. And as you understood, it was organized by the Com- 
munist Party members themselves? 

' Miss Steinbabher. Yes. In fact, I know of one instance where 
Dorothy Pilder was taking political leaflets around backing, I think 
it was Talmadge Ealey at the time, and at the bottom they had the 
Communist Party, and they changed it because they felt the name, 
the Communist Party, would not be accepted as readily as the political 
action committee. 

Mr. McSweeney. You don't mean to say the political action com-' 
mittee of the CIO is connected with the political action committee of 
the Communist Party ? 

Miss Steinbacher. I believe they are the same. 

Mr. McSweeney. They still exist and are still operating? 

Miss Steinbacher. I am merely saying that in the thirteenth ward 
the people who did all the deciding were Comniunists. I don't know 
what it was outside of Cincinnati or outside of the thirteenth ward. 

Ml\ McSweeney. I think that ought to be cleared up. 

Mr. Tavenner. You said when these circulars were sent out they 
were signed by the Communist Party ? 

Miss Steinbacher. Yes. They were- mimeographed,, and down at 
the bottom they would have the group, that was passing them out, 
and they changed it from Communist Party to Thirteenth Ward 
Political Action Committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that the Avondale cell of the* Communist Party 
that was doing that ? 

Miss Steinbacher. Yes, it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. And when they found obj ection to that they changed 
it to what name? 

Miss Steinbacher. Thirteenth Ward Political Action Committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does that indicate to you that they merely changed 
the name of the Avondale cell of the Communist Party to :the Thir- 
teenth Ward Political Action Committee? 

■ Miss Steinbacher. It could be interpreted that way. It was the 
same group of people that were putting it out. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was the same group? , 

Miss Steinbacher. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. You worked as secretary to Talmadge Ealey?' 
Miss Steinbacher. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us htfw you worked with him, whether 
he s dictated to you or whether, you. did copy work, or how the work 
was done? 

Miss Steinbacher. I am notequipped*to take shorthand. * Hewojild 
dictate to me and I would type it off on the typewriter as he would' 
dictate. 

Mr. Kearney. Did he evei: give you any notes* to write your own* 
letters from? 
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■ Miss Steinbacher. Yes^ I did that too. That is where I would get 
some of the materiakto give to Mr. Scott, 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 
' Mr. Wood. Any further questions, anybody? 

(No response.) 

Mr.^ Wood. , Thank you very much. 

(Witness excused.)' 

Mr. TiWENNER. Esther Tice. 

Mr. Wood. Will you raise your right hand, please. You solemnly 
swear the evidence you give this committee shall be the truth, the 
whole truth, an&nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Miss Tice. I do. 

. Mr. Wood. I believe the record should show that a quorum of the* 
full committee; is present. 

TESTIMONY OP ESTHER M. TICE, ACCOMPANIED BY HER COUNSEL, 

DAVID SCRIBNER 

M'r. Tavenner. Will you state your full name, please? 
Miss Tice. Esther M. Tice. 
Mr. Tavenner. Are you represented by counsel? 
Miss Tice.. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Scribner. Surely. David Scribner, 11 East Fifty-first Street, 
New York City. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born? 

Miss Tice. January 2, 1911, in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are appearing before the committee in response 
to a subpena served upon you by a deputy United States marshal 
for the southern district of Ohio ? 

Miss Tice. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please outline for the committee your 
educational background? 

Miss Tice. I have had 8 years of grammar school in several parochial 
schools in Cincinnati : 2 years commercial high at Holy Cross School* 
located at Mount Airy in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you outline to the committee your employment 
background,, please? 

Miss Tice. For how long, sir? 
' Mr. Tavenner. Well, say since you first -obtained regular employ- 
ment. 

Miss Tice. That is quite a while. I can, only give you names of 
places where I have worked for any length of "time.- During the de- 
pression I worked in a number of places in private homes as child 
nurse and housework of various kinds. 
• Mr;, Tavenner. You can skip that; 

Miss Tice. However,:in the manufacturing industries in Cincinnati 
I worked at Crosley Radio years ago ; at Kodel Electric, manufacturers" 
of electric clocks^ I think they have since gone out of business; at the 
Taylortot Co., manufacturers of kiddie strollers and so forth.; at 
Eemington Rand, I believe that is an office equipment place, in Norr 
wood; at Formica Co., ^one time known, as Formica Insulation, ; but 
the name has since been changed to Formica Co., primarily manufac-' 
turers of table tops. 
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After leaving the shop, I believe in 1942, after having been elected 
financial secretary-treasurer on full time, .what is normally known as 
business agent, by local members of the United Electrical, Radio and 
Machine Workers, I spent full-time there from 1942, but I am not sure 
what month, until I was placed on the international payroll as UE 
organizer in 1944. 

But at the same time, having retained my job at the Formica Co. on 
leave of absence according to the contractual terms of our contract, 
I returned to the plant to work in the plant on September 19, 1949, 
where I am presently employed. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are no longer, then, a member of the TJE staff? 

MissTicE. No, sir, I am not. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you went to the UE staff, in what capacity 
did you serve? 
Miss Tioe. I served as field organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner.* And that was when ? When did you begin to work ? 

Miss Tice. I believe it was sometime in April of 1944. However, I 
can^t be sure of the exact month, but I believe it was,sometime around 
then. 

■ Mr. Tavenner. And you continued in that same type of work 

Miss Tice. UntiJ September 19. 

Mr. Tavenner. Until September 19, 1949? 

Miss Tice. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the occasion of your going back to the 
old position that you referred to ? 

Miss Tice. Well, if .you have the time to let me explain some of the 
reasons, in April of 1949 we were notified that my mother was seri- 
ously ill and that the X-rays showed one of three-things, either cancer 
of the lung, heart failure, or TB, but because of the history of cancer 
in her case, having had her breast amputated f oir cancer in an earlier 
year, I believe in 1945, we were advised that she probably had cancer 
of the breast, which diagnosis subsequently proved to be true. 

Mr. Tavenner. Without going into the diagnosis, what was your 
reason for going back to your old position. 

Miss Tice. I will get to that. Upon learning my mother had just 
a short time here, I asked for a leave of absence from the international 
union and was given such leave. My mother did die in May 1949, and 
I took ill immediately after and took an extended leave for rest, at 
the recommendation of my doctor, going back into the plant on Sep- 
tember 19, 1949. There was a period from approximately the first 
of May until September when I did not engage in any kind of work ' 
due to my own illness. ~ - ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you have not been an employee on the staff 
of the UE since May 1949, is that correct? 

Miss Tice. I am not sure just what the records show at the interna- 
tional union's offices. * I applied for an extended leave from the interna- 
tional office and was granted that. I am not sure it has since been 
canceled because I am back in the shop, or whether it still appears on 
their records as an extended leave. 

Mr. Tavenotr. After you went Back to your original position, were 
you still affiliated in any manner with your previous staff employ- 
ment with UE? ' * 

Miss Tice. I am not clear what your question is. 
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Mr* Tavennek, After you resumed your old position on September 
19, 1949, did you continue to have any connection whatever with your 
previousposition of UE) organizer ? 

Miss Tioe. I don't believe that it can be interpreted as having had 
any connection as a UE organizer. Returning to the shop in Septem- 
ber, I of course was still a member of our local union. Later an elecr 
tion was held, at which time UE was defeated and IUE became the 
.bargaining agent* My connection then, as I see it, was only as a UE 
member having returned to the shop. I was not paid by the interna- 
tional union as field organizer, if that is the meat of the question, 
. Mr. TAvenner. Since September 19, 1949, have you been paid or 
have you received remuneration of any character from the UE 
organization? 

Miss Tice. rioj sir, 

Mr. Tav]3N3Ster, Have yon assigned the only reason you had for 
going back to the place of your former employment? 
Miss. Tice. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavennisr. I hand you what purports to be a photographic 
copy of a letter bearing date September 1, 1949, addressed to Miss 
-Esther Tice* UE Local 766, 1930: Vine Street, Cincinnati 10 ? Ohio, and 
signed "Fraternally yours, Herbert Hirschberg, International Rep- 
resentative," I will ask you to read it and see if that refreshes your 
recollection about the cause of your return to the plant of your 
former employment* 

Miss Tice. May I confer with my counsel, please, at this point? 

Mr. Taven^ei*. Yes. 

(Witness confers with her counseL) 

Miss Tioe. I have never received or seen that letter before in my 
life. 

Mr. Taven*ter, Let me read it to you, then I will ask you if there 
is any statement in it that is not correct: 

Dear Sister Tice: This is to Inform you, aspei our convention ol Sleeks ago, 
that you are to return to yom* old jofrafc Formica, per instructions of Brother Jim. 

Brother Matles will take you off the UE staff payroll as of September 15. 
You will be placed on a subsidy of $35 per weele link win enable you no 
receive about the same amount of pay you received as a member of the organising 
staff. , 

The membership at Formica is in a sad state of organisation. Tour fiubctf 
will be to take an active part in membership meetings and baud up a militant 
spirit within the plant. Brother Jim and I would .lite to see you return to 
your old job as financial secretary of the local. This yoiu should be alve tu do 
with the help of Brothers Torrie and Kaufman. 

A strike at this plant is a must for next spring. This citn onj^ be d^ne if 
the workers are militant This rests with you aud\ Brother 'Torrie' .to see 
that this is done* 

Tgu will, in some way, obtain a list of all former Formica employees who have 
been laid off. See that Brother Kaley gets the list. Brother Ealey will in turn L 
see that the Workers Club in Cincinnati gets the list. 
Fraternally yours, 

Herbert Hirschrgrg, 
International Representative* 

Did yon have a conversation S weeks prior to September 1 } 1949 ; 
relating to* the subject of this letter? 
Miss Tice. I did not. 

Mr, Tavenner. Were you ever placed on a subsidy of $35 a weeks 
Miss Tice, I most -certainly was not,- If I was I never received it, 
Mr. Tavenner, Were yon advised by Hirschberg, either by this 
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letter or in any other way, that a strike at this plant was a must for 
next spring? 

Miss Tice. I have no knowledge of that letter at any time; nothing 
whatever. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you deny the receipt of the letter as well as 
ihe correctness of the' information contained therein? 

Miss Txoe. I have never received that letter. As a matter of fact, 
I have never seen the letter. I have no way of knowing if it was . 
sent, but I have never received either the letter or the contents. 

Mr; Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence the copy of letter 
referred to, and ask that it be marked "Tice Exhibit No. 1." 
, Mr. Scribner. What is the date of that letter ? 

* Mr. Tavenner. September 1, 1949. 

Mr. Wood. Without objection, it will be admitted, 

Mr. Scribner: There is objection to the^receipt of a letter- ' 

Mr. Wood. I mean on the part of the committee. 

' (The document above referred to, marked "Tice Exhibit No. 1," 

is nled herewith.) 

' Mr. Tavenner. Who were other members of the field organizing 
staff of the ITE while you were such an organizer ? 

Miss Tice. In what area? 
, Mr. Tavenner. Cincinnati. 

' Miss Tice. Waldo Stager" was an organizer; Talmadge Raley was 
at one time an organizer and later business agent of local 766. It is 
hard to name organizers because 'at various times other organizers 
were sent in to assist the regular organizers in the Cincinnati area, 
but I don't believe they could be classed as regularly assigned field 
organizers to the Cincinnati- area. 

Mr. Tavenner. If you will name those regularly assigned. 

Miss Tice. I have given those regularly assigned. 

Mr., Tavenner: Was Boggs one 1 
s Miss Ticei John Boggs was an organizer for a short period. 

]S/b.\ Tavenner. Who succeeded him? 
'* Miss Tice. I believe that Maurice Horowitz succeeded Boggs, but 
I am not sure. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Maurice Horowitz still an organizer when you 
left UE in May 1949? 

v Miss Tice. I am not sure. He was no longer in the Cincinnati area. 

Mr. Tavenner. He is no longer in the Cincinnati area? 

Miss Tice. He was not at the time. I left. 
' Mi\ Tavenner. Do. you know the purposes for assigning Maurice 
Horowitz to work in that area-?' 

Miss Tice. No ; I don't. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know who assigned him to the work there? 

* Miss Tice. No ; I don't. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who assigned you to your work? 

Miss Tice. Well, I am^not too clear about just what is meant by 
assignment. I applied through an employment form, while on the 
payroll of my local union, for a job as field organizer for the interna- 
tional union, which was sent to Jim — James Matles — who was director 
at oi^ganization for the international office. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it sent .direct or through some other person? 

Miss Tice. I can't remember. I believe it was sent direct. 
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Mr. Tavenner. So you received your appointment through James 
Matles? 

Miss Tice. To thebest of my recollection I received a letter in which 
I was told that as of a certain date I was being assigned, field organizer 
for the UE. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Maurice Horowitz was a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Miss Tice. I am sorry. I am going to have to invoke my right under 
the first and fifth amendments to the Constitution at this time and 
refuse to answer on the grounds that it might incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know Robert Gunkel ? 

Miss Tice. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Robert Gunkel attend meetings of the UE 
staff while you were field organizer ? 

Miss Tice. I have given you the answer. The answer remains the 
same. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Marjorie E. Gruss an employee in the office 
while you were a field organizer, or a part pf that time ? 

Miss Tice. Yes. She was a member of Mr. Raley's staff in the 
office. I don't know what position she held, but I have seen her there 
in the office. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you collect Communist Party dues ? 

Miss Tice. I have already given my answer. I refuse to allow myself 
to be incriminated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Ruth Shechter come to the UE office and attend 
any meetings held there ? - 

Miss Tice. The same answer as before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend the Workers School in Cincinnati 
operated by Hy Lumer ? 
Miss Tice. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is, that you refuse to answer? 
Miss Tice. I refuse to answer on the grounds that it might in- 
criminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Ohio' Labor Conference for 
Peace? 
Miss Tice. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been engaged in the distribution of peace 

getitions for signature, which were sponsored by the Ohio Labor 
inference for Peace ? 
Miss Tice. Same answer. 

Mr. Walter. By that do I understand you to mean that you refuse 
to answer on the ground that to answer the question might incriminate 
you? 

Miss Tice. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now or have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party ? 
Miss Tice-. Same answer. 
Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 
Mr. Wood. Mr. Walter? 
Mr. Walter. No questions. 
Mr. Wood. Mr.McSweeney ? 
Mr. McSweeney. No ; I don't think so. 
Mr. Wood. Mr.Velde? 
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Mr. Velde. No. 

Mr.. Wood. General Kearney? 
, Mr. Kearney. No questions. 

Mr. Scribner. Mr. Chairman, I wonder if I might be permitted to 
put- in the record at this time- — 

Mr. Wood. Will you withhold your question for the moment? 

Mr. Scribner. Certainly. 

(Short conference between members of the committee and Mr* 
Tavenner.) 

Mr. Wood. Now will- you. state your question >h 

Mr. Scribner. I was going to ask permission of the committee to put 
into the record at this time some court documents with respect to the 
credibility and character of a witness who is to be called before this 
committee and who has been- heralded as one of the outstanding wit- 
nesses who will finger a number of persons. ^ That is Cecil Scott. 

Mr. Walter. Has the witness you are talking about been called? 

Mr. Scribner. No. 

Mr.- Wood. Until that is done, you will not be permitted to put such 
documents in the record. 

Mr. Scribner. Will I be permitted, at the time he is called, to ad- 
dress myself to the committee with reference to the credibility of the 
witness? 

Mr. Wood. The committee will pass on the question when it arises. 

Mr. Scribner. I have been here for a number of days and left yes- 
terday, and when I did leave, after advising Mr. Tavenner, a witness 
for whom it was known I was counsel was called iri my absence. In 
view of that, I would like to know when Mr. Scott will be called as a 
witness. 

Mr. Wood. I would like to state to counsel that when the incident 
he just referred to was called to the attention of the committee at the 
conclusion of that witness 5 testimony, he was again called before the 
committee in executive session and the proposal was made to him that 
his entire testimony would be canceled and he would be permitted 
to testify in your presence. He waived that and said the result would 
have been the same if you had been here. If you desire to have his 
testimony canceled, that will be done, and he will be recalled to testify 
in your presence. 

Mr. Scribner. In the interest of saving time I will not ask that Mr. 
Raley be recalled. 

Mr. Walter. The witness at no time indicated he was represented 
by counsel. As members of the committee we had no way of knowing 
he was represented by counsel. He took his place at the table and was 
sworn and testified, and at no time did he indicate he was represented 
by counsel. 

Mr. Wood. And immediately after the hearing, m executive session, 
the proposal was made that his entire testimony would be canceled 
and he would be permitted to testify in your presence. We again 
make that proposal to you. 

Mr. Scribner. I have already stated that in the interest of saving 
time I would not ask that he be recalled. 

Mr. Wood. In the event the committee decides to use the witness' you 
refer to, I assure you you will be given ample opportunity to make 
your request. 

70347—50 10— Pt. 1 
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Mr. Scribner. Thank you. 

Mr. Wood. Any person whose name has been used in testimony of 
the various witnesses who have appeared before this committee in the 
last 4 days, who desires to appear before the committee to rebut or 
testify in regard to any matter brought up in regard to such person's 
name, will be given that privilege. We would like to be informed 
as soon as possible if any such person desires to appear before the 
committee, in order to expedite the hearing. 

The committee stands adjourned. 

(Thereupon, at 12: 05 p. m. on Saturday, July 15, 1950, the commit- 
tee adjourned.) 

X 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 8, 1950 

United States Hottse of Representatives, 

Committee on Un-American Activities, 

Washrngton, D. G. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

, The committee met, pursuant to call, at 10 : 30 a. m., in room ,226, 
Old House Office JBuilding, ; Hon. John S. Wood (chairman)- presiding. 

Committee members present : Representatives Jolm S.Wood (chair- 
man) , Francis E. Walter (arriving as noted) , Burr P. Harrison, John 
McSweeney, Francis Case, Harold H. Velde (arriving as noted) , and 
Bernard W. Kearney. 

' Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; John W. 
Carrington, cljerk; and A. S. Poore, editor. 

Mr. Wood. The committee will be in order r please. 

Let the record disclose that there is a quorum present, consisting 
of Messrs. Harrison, McSweeney, Case, Kearney, .and Wood., 

Mr. Levison, I see photographers present here. Dp you have, any 
objection to hayingTpictures made on the witness stand, sir? 
' Mr. Levison. No, sir. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Levison has been sworn,, hasn't he ? 

Mr. NxEOtouio (L. A. ) . Yes, sir ;.he has. 

Mr. Wood. I would appreciate it if the photographers would make 
the pictures with at little interruptions as possible. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, Mr. David H. Levison appeared 
before the committee on July 14, 1950, and refused to answer certain 
questions that were propounded to him. He has gotten in touch with 
mei through counsel and has indicated his desire to return before th6 
committee as a voluntary witness and answer those questions and 
such other questions as the committee may desire to propound to 
him. I advised him the opportunity would be given him to do that. 

Mr. Wood. He is here in response to that request? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Wood. Very well. Proceed. 

TESTIMONY 01? DA^ID H. LEVISON, ACCOMPANIED! BY HIS 
COUNSEL,. L. A. NIK0L0EIC 

Mr. Tavenner. State your full name, please. 
Mr. Levison. David H., Levison. 
' Mr. Tavenner. Are you represented here by counsel? 
Mr. Levison. Yes; sir-, 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Nikoloric. My name is L. A. Nikoloric. I am associated with 
th ^fi™ of Arnold, Fortas, and Porter, Washington. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Levison, what is your purpose in desiring to 
appear before the committee this morning ? 

Mr. Levison My purpose d to make a full and complete statement 
01 the facts to the committee, sir. 

(Hon. Harold H. Velde entered hearing room.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you«now:a-member of the Communist Partv« 

Mr. Levison. No, sir. " 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state to the committee when you became 
a member and the circumstances under which you joined the party? 

Mr. Levison. I joined the party, sir, in 1935. I was recruited into 
the Communist Party by Eobert Gunkel. I had previously joined an 
organization which Mr. Gunkel was active in, the Pen and Hammer 
Club oi Cincinnati, and through that I met Mr. Gunkel and he re- 
cruited me into 'the Communist Party. 

Mr. Case. Were you living in Cincinnati at that time ? 

Mi*. Levison. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. How Jong had you been a member of the Pen and 
Hammer Club before becoming a member of the Communist Party * 

Mr. Levison. I would s^y roughly a y$ar, sir. - 

Mx, Tavenner. Was the Pen and Hammer Club merely a local or- 
ganization, or was it an organization which functioned nationally? 

Mr. Levison. It was a national organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee whether or not there 
were other persons in the Pen and Hammer Club who were known 
to you to be members of the Communist Party at that time or who 
you later found were members of the party % 

Mr. Levison. When I joined the Pen and Hammer Club, of course, 
I didn't know anybody in it was a Communist. After some time, Mr. 
Grunkel approached me about joining the Communist Party: Subse- 
quently other people from the Pen and Hammer Club also joined the. 
Communist Party. It is my impression that none of them outside 
of Gunkel were Communists when they came in the Pen and Hammer 
Club. They were brought into the party through the Pen and Hammer 
Club ; not the other way around. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were the circumstances under which you were 
brought into the Pen and Hammer Club ? 

Mr. Levison. A friend of mine whom I had known for years, named 
Mitchell Greenfield, whom I used to talk to on the street— this was 
in 1934 that I joined the Pen and Hammer Club, and that was the 
time when Hitler was just coming into power in Europe, I believe, if 
I remember correctly— he told me about this club, which was an anti- 
Fascist club for intellectuals, as he put it. 

Mr. Kearney. Who stated that? 

Mr. Levison. Mitchell Greenfield. 

Mr. Velde. Did the term "Pen and Hammer" have any particular, 
significance to you in itself? 
Mr. Levison. At that time, not too much, no, sir; later, yes. 
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Mr. Kearnet. What was Greenfield's business? 
\ Mr. Levison. He was unemployed, asfar as Lkhowi . ' - 

Mr. KEARNEY. This was an organization of intellectuals ? 
Mr. Levison. Yes. 

Mr. Kearnex. What did Gunkel do? 
. ^ Mr. Levison.. I .am trying to remember what he was doing at that 
time, if anything. 

Mr. Kearney. Did he belong to this intellectual club ? 

Mr. Levison. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did I understand you to say he was the leader of 
this Pen and Hammer Club ? ~ ' 
Mr. Levison. Yes, sir; that is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time learn ^whether or not the Pen 
aaid Hammer Club had been organized by members of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Levison. In Cincinnati apparently it had, by Gunkel. He had 
taken a leading 'part in it. Otherwise, I don't know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were members of the Pen and Hammer <Club 
whose names you can recalLat this time and who were known to you t6 
be members of the Communist Party at that time or at a later time? 

Mr. Levison. The following people became members of the party 
around the time I did or shortly thereafter 

Mr. Tavenner;< That is, members' of the Pen and Hammer Club ?' 

Mr. Levison. Yes. Victor Kellar. 

Mr. Wood; Wpuld you nrind spelling those names? * 

Mr. Levison. Victor Kellar, K-e-l-l-a-r. 

Eli and Joan Harris, H-a-r-r-is. 

Mr. Wood. That is man and wife? 

Mr. Levison. Yes; Mr. and, Mrs. 

Julian Falk, F-a4-k. 

Mr. Velde. How is that spelled, again? 

M; Levison. F-a4-k. 

Martin Siegel, S-i-e-g-e-1. - 
And of course Gunkel, we 'have already mentioned; <and Mitchell 
Greenfield, we have already mentioned. ; 
' Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell us about the Communist Party .affilia- 
tions-, or Communist front affiliations, of any of those persons yonhave 
mentioned? 

* Mr. Levison. Several <'of those people were around for only a com-- 
paratively short period, an* as f tiv <'as I know were' never active in 
anything else. They either moved but of 'town or dropped out of : the 
party. Several were around later. Victor Kellar was, later active' 
fh the^Americaii League Against War an<T Fascism, American League 
for Peace^ancl Democracy* American Peace Mobilization^arid I* believe 
in the 'North American Committee to Aid Spanish -Democracy, t 

Martin Siegel wks active in*!the American League and ^the North 
American Committee. ■ • ■ ' f ' ' ' _ 

The Harrises left town < "around 1938; .and Falk left Cincinnatx 
aroundl937'orearlyl&38,Ithinkitw.asl93Y. ' < ' 

Mr. Tavenner. What became -of the, person who recruited you into 
the Pen and Hammer Club? 

Mr.* Levison.* Mitchell Greenfield -later went to' Spain as a volunteer 
^ith the Abraham Lincoln- Brigade and died' there. Gunkel was 
around for some years. 
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Mr. Tavenner. What position did Grunkel attain in the, party? 

Mr. Levison*. He later became -secretary of the Hamilton County 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenot^. Then this anti-Fascist organization which you -de- *■ 
scribed was actually infiltrated with members' of the Communist Party ? 

Mr; Levison. I think you are putting it in reverse. What happened, 
the Communist Party recruited people out of the Pen and Hammer 
Club, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. I see. How long were you a member of the Com- 
munist Party? : 
Mr, Levison. Until 1942, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were the circumstances under which you" sev- 
ered your connections with the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Levisqist.. Well, for some time before 1942 1 had become increase 
ingly unhappy, shall we say, in the Communist Party. I felt that the 
party was not whati't represented itself to be, in the sense that the Com- 
munist Party claimed to be the party of the American working class, 
and I used to raise this question with Gunkel and other people, that 
the party spoke of being the party of the American working class, and 
yet the party did not appeal to the American working class, its program 
was not one which the American people accepted, which was an obvious 
fact because they were not coming into the Communist Party at that 
time'; so I felt that there was something wrong somewhere. I just 
became kind of fed up with the whole thing. 

Then, also^ after Pearl Harbor my draft number, which had not been 
of immediate concern up to that time, became something that was go- 
ing to come up fairly soon, and I saw my chance to do what I had 
been wanting to do all along. My main purpose in being in the Com- 
munist Party at that time, and in being in those other organizations, 
was to do something about Hitlerism, and I saw that very shortly I 
was going to get a chance to do something very concrete about Hit- 
lerism, namely, get in the Army and fight him. So I was no longer 
particularly interested in the party as such, because ipy main objec- 
tive was going to beaccomplished in a direct manner ; instead of talk- 
ing about Hitlerism, I was going to have a chance to fight Hitlerism. 
^ Then there were other factors that influenced me. My wife was con- 
tinually after me to sever my connections with the organization.; and 
I was also at that time, and still am, rather disgusted by the antics of 
some of the people in the Communist Party who spoke about fighting 
fascism, then tried to figure out how to keep from being drafted. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did you do to sever your connection with the 
Communist Party ? ■ • 

Mr. Levison. The first thing- 1 did was # just stop doing things. I 
just slowed down; stopped going to meetings. Stopped doing any- 
thing at all. Then I remember I got together with Grunkel, who at 
that time was stationed in Cleveland but who made periodic visits to 
Cincinnati. This, was in 1942. I can remember sitting in an auto- 
mobile—whether it was mine or whose it was, I don't recall — wifch 
Gunkel, and I believe it was Arnold Johnson, the State leader of the 
Communist Party at that time, and telling them I was through; that 
I was dropping out of the party ; that I was going into the Army. 

Also, at that time, during the late spring and summer of 1942, besides 
working* I was.taking a 6-hour-a--day course in one of the war-training 
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schools, learning how to run a lathe; in case I didn't get drafted: in 
the Army, I was figuring on doing war work. 

Mr. Tavenner. I will ask you a little later about your experience 
after you, returned from the Army. 

Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. v 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you pay Communist Party dues while you were 
a member? 
Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. . 

Mr. Tavenner. To whom did you pay your dues? 

Mr. Levison. To several different dues secretaries at different times. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us their names ? 

Mr. Levison. The names I can remember specifically are : Vera Bart. 

Mr. Kearney. Who is that? 

Mr. Levison. Vera Bart, B-a-r-t. 

Mr. Wood. Her first name is Vera? 

Mr. Levison. Yes; V-e-r-a. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know her husband? . 

Mr. Levison. Yes; Phil Bart. 
, Mr. Kearney. Mr. Counsel, is that the*person who has some connec- 
tion with the Daily Worker ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. He testified before the committee within 
the past month. 

MTr. Kearney. Is he the managing editor of the Daily Worker? 
Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Was Mr. Phil Bart at that time an official of the Communist Party 
in Cincinnati, do you know ? 

Mr. Levison. Yes. He was county secretary and organizer at that 
time in Cincinnati. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give the names of other persons to whom 
you paid Communist Party dues ? 



Mr. Wood. How do you spell her last name? 
Mr. Levison. I believe it is K-r-a-m-e-r. 
Mr. Tavenner. Did she later marry ? 

Mr. Levison. Yes. She later became Margaret Gunkel, the wife 
of Robert Gunkel. 
Mr. Tavenner. Do you know any others? 

- Mr. Levison. Those are the only ones to whom I can conscientiously 
remember paying dues. 

Mr. Tavenner. How much were the dues you were required to pay? 

Mr. Levison. I don't remember exactly. I remember they were 
prorated according to income. As I recall, they were around $2 a 
month. That is the figure that comes into my head as the amount I 
was paying. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you first became a member of the Communist 
Par^tyrrT^whicJh,I believe was in 1935 ? 
Mr. Levison. Yes, sm 

Mr. Tavenner. What branch or cell were you assigned to? 
, Mr. Levison. There was , a group in Avondale, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was known as the Avondale group of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Levison. I believe so, yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were other members of that cell at that time? 
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• Mr; Levison. ^ Well, we have named a good part of the people who 
were in at that time. Subsequently there were other people, but there 
was only a fairly small group starting out in 1935. Subsequently there 
were additions* . 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee who later became 
identified with that cell of the Communist: Party h • 

Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. In the period several years subsequent to 
this — I don't remember exactly when these people came in — there were 
Carl and Robert Levy, L-e-v-y, brothers; Morris and Rose Fenster, 
JT-e-n-s^t-e-rj that is Mr. and Mrs. ; Meyer* and Lilly Blaine. 

Mr. Tavenner.^ Will you give that name again? 1 

Mr. Levison. . Blarney B-l-a-i-n-e, I believe. 

Mr. Wood. Was that Meyer, M-e-y-e-r? 

Mr, Levison. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you known his occupation at that time? 
Mr. Levison. He worked in a clothing shop, I believe. 
Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name again? 
Mr. Levison. I believe B-l-a-i-n-e. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you somewhat uncertain of the spelling of the 
last name? . v 

Mr. Levison. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you identify either of them further? 
Mr. Levisqn.. In what way? 

Mr. Tavenner. If there is some uncertainty about the spelling of 
the name, can you give the address? 
Mr. Levison. They lived on Hutchins Avenue, I remember that. 
Mr. Tavenner; In Cincinnati? 
Mr. Levison. Yes, Avondale, in Cincinnati. 

* Mr. Tavenner. Do you remember the block? 

Mr. Levison. That is simple. There is only one block. It is a 
long block, but there are no cross streets. You have defined it when 
you have said that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are there others? 

Mr. Levison. There are several others, sir, who are on the list which 
we are coming to, I assume. - 

Mr. Wood. What was the occupation of Mr. and Mrs. Blaine;, if 
you recall? 

, Mr. Levison. He worked in a clothing shop, and I believe she did 
also. They had a baby and I believe she quit working. 

Mr. Tavenner. About what age person was. he? 

Mr. Levison. In the late thirties ; I would say he was around 40. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become acquainted with the names of other 
Communist Party cells .ot groups in Cincinnati during the period of 
your membership in the Communist Party? 
- Mr ; Levison. A few, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were the names of some of the- others? 

Mr. Levison. There was a West End branch always, winch was 
composed in a good part of people in the Workers Alliance. The 
West End of Cincinnati is jbhe slum area where a good part of' the 
unemployed, by and large, live. - •■- 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you name other groups? 

Mr. Levison. There was an uptown group at one time. 
: Mr. Kearney. Uptown? - ;; . , 
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Mr. Levison. Yes. I just recall tlie designation. I do not recall 
much about it other than that there was an uptown group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not there was a unit or 
cell within the TJE ? > '* 

Mr. Levison. At that time I don't believe there was. At that time 
I believe the UE was pretty new in Cincinnati. There were several 
people, but I don't recall tliat there was ever a big enough group to 
be a cell. ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Approximately how. many members were there in 
the Avondale group during the period you were a member of it? 

Mr. Levison. I would say there was a maximum of 20 or so. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever le£rn the membership of the West End 
group? 

Mr. Levison. No. sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Or the uptown group, or any of the others? 
Mr. Levison. No, sir ; I don't know those. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you always a member of that particular group 
while you were in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Levison. No, sir. For a goodly time I was known- as a member 
at large. That is,T was a member of no particular party unit. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time hold any official position in the 
Communist Party, and if so tell the committee the circumstances 
under which you were elevated to that position! 

Mr. Levison. I was a member of the Hamilton County committee of 
the Communist Party. As I recall, I was elected to that committee by 
the committee itself. The committee itseif apparently voted and 
added me to it. : 

Mr. Tavenner. How many composed that committee? 

Mr. Levison. I believe seven or eight. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give use the names of those who were 
members while yon were a member ? 

Mr. Levison. The names I can recall are as -follows : Kobett Gunkel 
we have already mentioned;' myself; Margaret Kramer, later 
Margaret Gunkel; Marjorie Dowers, who was head of the West End 
group and a leader of the Workers 1 Alliance; John Kachmar, 
K-a-c-h-m-a-r ; Ralph Marcus, who was a union organizer, I think at 
that time with XJE, at one time he was with TJMU ; Ed Biedermanh, 
B-i-e-d-e-r-m-a-n-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Ed Biedermahn have an alias ? ■ 

Mr. Levison. Yes; Ed Justice, Ed Biederinann, or Abe Biedermton, 
were all the same person. 

Mr. Tavenner. How was that county committee chosen? 

Mr. Levison.^ At one time — it must hav& been around 1936 or 1937— 
there was an election at a county convention. That is, the different 
branches sent a couple delegates each, and they elected the county com- 
mittee. Subsequently the committee picked up members itself; . , *_ 

Mr. Tavenner/ In other words, it was a self -perpetuating body? 

Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. " 
. Mr. Tavenner. What were the functions of this committee? 

Mr. Levison. The committee, of course, was. supposed to run the 
county organization in Hamilton County; It had charge ^of doing 
various things. We were supposed to see that the members kept their 
dues up. That was always a problem, particularly among the uriem- 



2810 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN CINCINNATI AREA 

ployed members. It was always a headache to try to keep the dues 
collected. Of course the committee was also supposed to build the 
party in Hamilton County. So at its meetings it would discuss the 
question of building the party, how to recruit people into the party. 

One of the main points the committee also concerned itself with was 
the circulation of the Daily Worker and the Sunday Worker. The 
Daily Worker they tried to sell subscriptions to, and the Sunday 
Worker, there was an attempt to sell the papers on street corners and 
from house to house. Several hundred Sunday Workers were Shipped 
in from New York and sold on street corners and from house to house. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you state that special emphasis was placed on 
the sale of the Daily Worker and Sunday Worker ? 

Mr. Levison. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the reason for that? 

Mr. Levison. The Daily Worker and the Sunday Worker— which 
is merely the Sunday edition of the Daily Worker— was the means 
by which we by and large received the party line. The editorials of 
the Daily Worker were the bible, as it were, of local organizations 
of the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the party line discussed in your committee 
meetings? 

Mr, Levison. Yes. That was one of the points on every agenda, 
a so-called political discussion, which revolted around ail editbi?ra;l 
in the Daily or Sunday Worker, or some speech of Earl Browder. 
From time to time Earl Browder would make public speeches and 
they would be discussed in the county committee as setting the party 
line for that period. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there occasions when the party line was 
brought to the committee by word of mouth by representatives of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. I would say from three to four times a year 
one of the State leaders of the party would visit Cincinnati, and 
usually not always, meet with the county committee and also have 
a public meeting, which would be a repetition of what we had already 
had at the county committee meeting. Usually, as I recall, it was 
just hammering, home points that had already been laid down in the 
Daily Worker; 

, Mi\ Tavenner. How long were you on the county committee? 
Mr, LevTsqn. As I recall, sir, at least 2 years j 'fcll of 10M. 
Mr. Tavenner. During that period did you come in contact with 
higher leadership in the Communist Party in Ohio? 
Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Tavenner. Tell us about that. 

Mr. Levison. Well, Cleveland was the State headquarters. The 
people from Cleveland whom I recall during that period were John 
Williamson ; Andrew Onda, O-n^d-a. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were their respective positions? 

Mr. Levison. Williamson was State secretary of the party. 

Onda's title I don't recall. I know he was one of the State leaders. 
He was a candidate- for office several times, I believe, in the State. 
I know he was a candidate in Cleveland. , 

Arnold Johnson. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was his position? 
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Mr. Levison. He succeeded Williamson as State secretary when 
Williamson-left, which must have been 1941, 1 believe. 
. Mr. Kearney. Is Williamson the same Williamson who was one 
.of the Communists convicted in New York City? 

Mr. Levison. I believe so. He has the same name, and he went to 
New York from Cincinnati. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is his first name ? 

Mr. Levison. John; John Williamson. 

Joe Brandt. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spellthelast name?' 
Mr. Levison. B-r-a-n-d-t. 
Those are the ones I recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did Joe Brandt hold? 

Mr. Levison. When Johnson was State secretary, Brandt was or- 
ganizational secretary or something. The exact title I don't recall, 
but he was supposed to run around the State and see that the party 
kept functioning. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become acquainted with Gus Hall ? 

Mr. Levison. Oh, yes ; that is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was his position? 

Mr. Levison. When I first met Gus Hall he was in Youngstown. 
He came down and spoke in Cincinnati. He was organizer in Youngs- 
town. 

, Mr. Tavenner. Organizer of what? 

Mr. Levison. Of the Communist Party. As ! I recall, shortly before 
I got out of the; party he moved up to Cleveland. I remember some- 
thing about that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is he the same Gus Hall who was indicted and con- 
victed as .one of the 11 Communists tried in N6w York ? 
Mr. Levison. I assume so. 
Mr. Tavenner. Were there- others ? 

Mr. Levison. Those are the ones I can recall' at the moment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us how that committee functioned in 
passing down the Communist Party line^ to the rank and file members 
of the cells? 

Mr. Levison. I have already explained that in the county commit- 
tee we discussed these editorials iii the Daily Worker, or speeches 
of Browder's, and B then the members of the county committee who 
were members of the various units or cells were suposed to repeat 
those same discussions within those units or cells. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell us anything more' about the. organiza- 
tion of the Communist Party in Cincinnati ; that is, the framework 
of the organization and how it functioned, other than what you have 
already told us?, 

Mr. Levison. The only other pertinent point that I can add is the 
party membership within the various mass ; organizations were given 
directions as to what to do within those organizations to. build those 
organizations. , • , * 

Mir. Tavenkter. You are speaking now of Communist-front organ- 
izations ' ' 

Mr. Levison. What are known as Commuhistrfroi\t* organizations, 
ves ' « 

' Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee how the county com- 
mittee of the Communist Party influenced the activities in the Com- 
munist front or mass organizations ? 
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Mr, Levtsoh. Yes, sir* People who were in these organizations 
were contacted. Sometimes they were invited to meetings of w the 
county committee*. t For example, if the committee was going to dis- 
cuss the work of the American League for Peace and Democracy,. 
Carl Levy would be invited to the county committee meeting and the 
committee wpuld go over what plans it had to propose for the activities 
of the American League, and he would supposedly go back and in the 
American League carry out the general outline laid down by the 
committee* 

Mr* Tavenner, Were you yourself a member of any of these Com- 
munist-front organizations? 

Mr. Levison. Yes. I was a member <of the American League — 
I won't go through -the name changes in that organization — and 
of the Worth American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy* I was 
not in a leading position in either of these. The only organization in 
which I held' a leading position was the English-speaking branch of 
the International Workers Order. I was chairman of that branch. 

Mr* Tavenner. Describe'that organization* 

Mr. Levison. The International Workers Order is a national. fra- 
ternal organization. All members v/ere people who had signed up- 
for the 1 insurance 'benefits of this fraternal organization, I carried., 
as Irecallj a^OOOlife-insurance policy with IWO. 

The organization as originally set up was divided into language 
branches, that is, the various language-spealting groups* There was a 
German^lan^uage-sp'eakihg ,* group; a Tiddish-language-speakin^ 
group; Ukrainiari-lahguage-speaking group; and so forth; not all. in 
Cincinnati, hut that was the set-up of the organization as I under- 
stood 1 it* " \ ^ [ 

Around the thirties the IWO started organizing English-speaking* 
branches, which never took very welL r The various language-speaking- 
groups got together and had folk dances and s^ng songs in their 
native tongue aha li£d an appeal onthat basis. Our Enghsh-speaLdng 
group never amounted to anything. It didn't have that language 
appeal antd jusfc didn't go anywhere. 

.Mr. Tavenner. To what extent did the Communist Party in&uence 
the activities-of r that organization,. andihow? 

Mr. L^visoir. Well, I was the chairman of the group, as I have 
Already stated, and Mrs. Efise Aronoff, -who was also a party member, 
was 1 secretary, so if there had been any activities they would have been 
influenced* ' ' 

Mr. 'Wood. Ho\y do you spell that name? 

Mi\ Levison. Rose Aronoff, A-r-o-n-o-f-f., 

Mr. TAVEWiniiRi Was this a Communist-front organization? 

Mr, Levxsot^ I would assume.so, 

Mr. Tavenner. In Cincinnati? . . , ♦ 

Mr* I/gvison, Yes, sir ; insofar as it was an organization. Tt wastft 
much of one. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many of .the language groups were organized 
in Cincinnati? ' , 

Mr. Levison. There .was , only one other branchin Cincinnati, and 
that was the Yiddish-speaking group, 

Mr, Tavenner. How were you and Rose Aronoff chosen for the 
positions you held ? . 

Mr. Tjevison* There was an election held within the little branch. 
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, Mr. Tavenner. "Was there collaboration of any kind between Com- 
munist Party members.bef ore that election? 

Mr. Levison., Lbelieve there was. I don't specifically* recall, because 
the branch was so small it didn't require much collaboration to do any- 
thing about it. * 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time hold another position in the 4 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Levison. Yes,, sir. I was for a period of some months the add- 
ing secretary of the 'Hamilton County party organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee the circumstances under which 
you received that designation. 

Mr. Levison. In the summer of 1941 — I don't recall^ the exact 
date— Joe Brandt, whom, we have already mentioned, visited Cin- 
cinnati from Cleveland and sprang a surprise, as far as I was con- 
cerned; and I think it was a surprise to everybody, on the Hamilton 
County group. He informed us at that time that Kobert Gunkel, 
who. was the secretary of the Hamilton County party, was being trans- 
ferred by the State organization to Cleveland to take charge of the 
Daily Worker circulation in the State, and at the same time they 
told me — whether Gunkel or Brandt I don't recall — that I -was to 
take over as acting secretary of the Hamilton County party. ^ But 
the thing came as a complete surprise to me. I was already starting to 
try to get out of the party, that. is, # -slacking down on activities and 
trying to drop out of the party quietly, and they ganged up on me 
and appealed to my loyalty, and so f orth,and I took it. 

Mr. Tavenner.. Were you active in the. position as, acting secretary 
• of the Communist Party ? 

(Hon. John McSweeney left hearing room.) 

Mr. Levison. I was never secretary of the party* in the. ordinary 
sense. I stayed on my job. I never was a paid functionary of the 
Communist Party in any shape or form. During that, period the ac- 
tivity^-because I didn'^t push it — dropped to very little. There was 
very little going on in that period. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who are the paid functionaries, of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Levison. Who are? 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were afrthat time-? 

Mr. Levison. At that time Eobert Gunkel was party secretary and 
received something, .supposedly;/eyery week when it was there. Also, 
there was around the office an older man named Ferdinand Burch, 
B-u-r-c-h, who was dying of tuberculosis, we found out later, he has 
subsequently died, and he was paid ,a few dqllars to keep him in food. 
He kept the place.clean. . He was not veryactive. 

Mr. Tavenner. They were the only paid functionaries of the Com- 
munist Party in. Cincinnati at. that time I . 

Mr. Levison. In the period I spoke of.- 1 mentioned previously 
Phil Bart was there, and when he was.there he was paid. * , 

Mr. .Tayenqster. In -other v?or.ds,* the secretary is usually paid a. 
salary? . / • t* - * - - , i « < 

Mr. Levison. At that time that ^was the normal situation as far as 
Iknew im£5incihnati; * ** ' v- «';>/•>:.';. 

,(Hon.HaroldH..,Veldedeft^hearing/room.)' . r 

Mr. Tavenner. This "brings us' up to about the period thait you 
•entered the armed forces. 
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Mi\ Levison. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you in the service ? 

Mr. Levison. From August 1942. I was separated at Gamp Atter- 
burym February 1946. " 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you have already testified that you became 
an officer while in the service ? 

Mr. Levison. Correct. 

Mr* Kearney. "What branch of the service were you in? 

Mr. Levison. I was commissioned in Field Artillery. 

Mr. Kearney. You were Commissioned in Field Artillery, but did 
you serve in the Intelligence Branch ? 

Mr. Levison. No, sir. I served overseas with the Replacement Sys- 
tem. During the 20 months I was in Europe I was attached to the 
Orround Force Replacement System. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you go to officers' training school ? 

Mr. Levison, Yes, at Fort Sill, Okla. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you questioned there about your Communist 
Party activities? 

Mr. Levison. I was interviewed by an officer in the Fort Sill Intelli- 
gence office shortly after I arrived at Fort Sill. His interview was 
obiiqiie, to say the least. He started out by asking me if I had ever 
considered getting into intelligence work. I said "No, I had not." 
1 Hen, as I recall it, he asked me if I knew any Communists, and things 
like that but he never, to the best of my recollection, came out and 
asked, Are you a Communist? 5 ' and placed the question in that form. 
±lie interview was beating around the bush for some reason or other, 
bush? RNEY ' You mean llis q ues tious were beating around the 

* Mr. Levison. 'Yes, sir. 

• Mr. Kearney. He asked if yoxvknew any Communists ? 
Mr. Levison. Yes;. 

- Mr; Kjsarney. But he never asked if you ever were a member of 

the Communist Party ? 

' Mr; Levison. Not as I recall. \ 

Mr. Kearney. I will say, Mr. Chairman, he was beating around the 
bush, whoever he was. , , • * 

Mr. Case. Were you a member of the Communist Party at that time? 

Mr. Levison. No, sir. 

Mr. Case. But .he didn't ask you whether you were a member of 
the Communist Party at that time or -whether you had ever been a 
member? 

%. Devison. That is my recollection. 

Mr. Tavenner. You took the usual oath of allegiance? 

MivLevison. Yes,; sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. But that oath of allegiance does not <a'sk you about 
your prior Communist Party activities? 
' Mr. Levison. Not as I recall, sir. 

Mr. Case. Did vou become a full-fledged member of the Communist 
Party when you first became affiliated with the unit? 

Mr. Levison. I don't f ollow the qtiestipn, sir. 
m Mr. Case. When you first affiliated with a Communist-front organ- 
ization or the Communist Party itself, were you a full-fledged Com- 
munist? ° 
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Mr. Levison. When I joined the Pen and Hammer dub I was hot 
a member of the Communist Party at all. I didn't even know much 
about the existence of such a thing. 

Mr. Case. How long were you a member of the Pen and Hammer 
Club before you became a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Levison. Roughly a year. 

Mr. Case. Were you aware of going through any investigation 
during that year before you were offered membership in the party. 
Mr. Levison. No, sir ; not to my knowledge. 
Mr. Case. Did you have to seek membership in the party ? 
Mr.-LEvisoN. N6,'sir; Iclidnotseekit/ 
Mr. Case. You were solicited ? 
Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Case. By whom? 
Mr. Levison. Robert Gunkel. 

Mr. Case. What did he tell you about the Communist Party as a 
means of inducing you to become a member ? 

m Mr. Levison. The main approach at that time was fighting fascism, 
that Hitlerism had taken over in Germany, was threatening to take< 
over Europe, and that the Communist Party was pledged to the 'fight 
3g$inst Hitlerism and fascism. 

Mr. Case. Did you take an oath when you became a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Levison. Not that I recall. There was at a later time ah oath, 
but at tliat time I don't believe there was. 

Mr. Case; Did you sign an application card? 

Mr. Levison. ^ es. 

Mr. Case. Do you know what "you signed when you sighed that 
card? 

Mr. Levison. I haven't the slightest idea what was on that card. 

Mr. Case. From your 'experience in the Communist Party \ would 
you say the Communist Party in the United States was an ordinary 
political party? 

Mr. Levison. Ordinary? 

Mr. Case. A domestic political party ; or were you aware of its 
international ramifications? 

' Mr. Levison. Of course I knew there were Communist activities in 
other countries, and I knew that the Communist Party was uncritical 
of what came out of the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Case. In any sense were you aware Of the fact that you> were 
subscribing to the support of an international organization which had 
for oiie otf its objects the overthrow of so-.called capitalistic govern- 
ments? 

Mr. Levison. As I recall, sir, at that time the party used to repeat 
regularly the statement that any changes in the economy of a country 
would take place from within the country when the majority of the 
people wanted them. 

Mr. Case. Wfere you.given any instructions as to the method of this 
^t^in&P^e^? 

Mr. Levison. No. At that time 'our main objective was- circulating 
literature, the Daily Worker and so forth, to try^ to reach more people. 

Mr. Case; Were you familiar with the 9peration of any other Com- 
munist clubs or groups so that you could say whether their methods 
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of operation were educational, in the manner you liave .just described, 
or something else? 
Mr. Levison. Other than what? 

Mr. Case. Yomhave stated the operation was educational^ circulat- 
ing literature and the Daily Worker. Are you familiar with other 
methods used by the Communist Party for achieving their objectives 
in the United States ? 

Mr. Levison. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you khow^he contents of the Communist, oath? 
Mr. Levison. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. After you Became a member of the armed services, 
did you have any contacts with the Communist Party ? 
Mr. Levison. No, sir. 
Mr. Kearney. Have you had any since ? 

^ Mr. Levison. During the time I was in service, do you mean, or 
since? 

Mr. Kearney. During the time you were in service. 
Mr. Levison. That is what I was answering. I have had some since ; 
yes, sir.- 

Mr. Case. As. secretary of the county organization to which you 
referred, were you ever requested to keep track of the activities of 
other members, with a view to selecting other members for particular 
duties or jobs? 

Mr. Levison. No, sir. 

Mr. Case. Where were most of the members of the party living who 
were members of the unit to which you belonged ? 
Mr. Levison. Avondale. 

Mr. Case. And what would be their run of occupations ? 
Mr. Levison. Miscellaneous. 
Mr. Case. Factory workers? 

Mr* Levison. No, sir. We have a list which I think Mr. Tavenner 
will go through, and at that time I will mention what they were doing. 

Mr. Case. Were they largely professional people? 

Mr. Levison. Some were; not many. I don't know if there were 
any trulj professional people in that list. 

(Hon. Francis E. Walter entered hearing room*) 

Mr. Kearney. I understood you to say you have had contact with 
the party since you -left the service? 

Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Would you, mind explaining to the committee how 
that cattle- about-?' 

Mr. Wood. I believe the proposed examination of counsel will clarify 
those questions. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. I was .asking- about the.date of your separation from 
service. 

Mr., Levison.. February 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you interviewed at any time after your return 
to Cincinnati about rejoining the Communist Party ? 
Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 

Mr, Tavenner. Tell us the circumstances, please. 

Mr., Levison. After I return to Cincinnati; Robert Gunkel got in 
touch with me^+I don ? t remember wheii^he got in touch with me 
and panted me. to come back into the party. I just kept putting him 
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off, didn't want to do.it, and finally, in l£)47y he ; got me/>to f go*$d< a 
couple of meetings of the then Avondale group of the Communist* 
Party, trying to get me back intotthe party. I went to several meetings 
with him in 1947. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you recognize anyone at those meetings whom 
you had known in the Communist Party prior! to your going into the 
service? 

Mr. Levison. Yes, sir, 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were they? 

Mr. Levison. The following people I can.recall ; I have written down 
a list since I spoke to the committee yesterday : Ebbert Gunkel, Mar- 
garet Gunkel, Belle Sien, S-i-e-n; Abe or Ed Biedermann, Victor 
Kellar. , 

Mr. Tavenner; That is the same person you mentioned earlier ? 

Mr. Levison. Yes. These people have all been mentioned pre- 
viously; J ; 

Mollie Tenenhojtz. - * * 

Mr. Tavenner, I believe you have not mentioned her before. Will 
you spell the name please? 

Mr. LevisonV T-e-n-ern-h-o-l-t-z I believe is the correct spelling. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do vou know where * she lived ? 

Mr. Levison. Hutchins Avenue, next door to the Blaines. 

Mr. Tavenner. Proceed. 

Mr. Levison. Eose, Aronoff. 

Mr. Tavenner: Those were persons* in attendance at the Avon&ale 

branch meetings 

Mr. Levison; In 1947. 

Mr. Tavenner. Whom you had. met in the Communist. Party meet- 
ings prior to r that time,? 
Mr. Levison. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there other persons there whom you knew? 

Mr. Levison. There were other people there whom! -had not known 
as Communists, but whoseidentity I knew some way. 

Mr. Tavenner. The<persons you are about to aiame w^ere in attend- 
ance at meetings of -the. Avondaie cell of the Communist Party ? * 

Mr. Levison. Yes, sir, in 1947. These people I did not know as 
Communists previous to my going into the Army, although one way or 
another I knew who they were. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were these meetings regular Communist Party 
meetings? 

Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 1 • ; 

Mr. Tavenner. Closed meetings? 
j ; Mr. Levison. As far as I know^ they were closed meetings. I was 
invited by Gunkel in his attempt to get me back in the party. Jear 
Hoffman, H-o-f-f-m-a-n ; Dorothy Pilder, P-i-l-d-e-r; Dr. and Mrs. 
Eappaport. 

Mr. Harrison. Is that the Dr. Eappaport that went to Japan ? 
Mr. Tavenner. Do you know the first name of Dr. Eappaport ? • 
Mr. Levison. Sam Eappaport. 
Mr. Wood. Spell that name. 
Mr~ Levison. E-a-p-a-p-o-r-t, Samuel. 
, Mri Harrison. One"p"? 

70347—00 11— Pt. 1 
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Mr, Taveneter. Do you know whether thename is spelled with two 
Vs"? 

Mr* Levison. I haven't the slightest idea. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say it is Dr. Samuel Rappaport? 

Mr. Levtson. Yes. 

Mr,. Tavennek. What is his wife's name? 

Mr. Levisoh. This list has it Ligeborg. 

And Mrs. Harry von Luft; I think her name is Helen. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell that name, please? 

Mr. Levison; V-o-n L-u-l-fe 

There were also several women there whom I didn't know and don't 
know. I don't believe any introductions were made ? and I didn't know 
them, 

Mr, Tavewnee: As a result of Gunkel taking you to those meetings, 
did yon reunite with the party? 

Mr. Levison. No. After several meetings, he said something to this 
effect, "Now, what about coming back into the party arid we will put 
you to work ?" I.said, "Nothing doing," because not only had my orig- 
inal reason for party membership disappeared— that is, Hitler had 
been defeated and the main reason for my original membership was no 
longer present — but more important was the fact that in the prewar 
period the Communist Party was uncritical of anything that came 
out of the Soviet Union, and there was an atmosphere which I not 
only didn't like but didn't want anything to do with whatsoever in 
1947, an atmosphere of virtually taking orders from the Soviet Union ; 
they seemed to be ready to do whatever Uncle Joe said. 

Mr. Wai/tee. That was after you had concluded that the Commu- 
nist movement was not in the best interest of the American worker, 
but on the other hand was an international conspiracy directed from 
the Kremlin? 

Mr. Levjjson. Yes, sir. The world situation had changed, a lot 
§ince 1935 to 1947, too. The cold war was becoming warmer and the 
true position of these people was becoming more obvious. 

Mr. Case. Do you mean by that that you were not aware in 1942 
that communism was an international conspiracy directed by the 
Kremlin? 

Mr. Levison. I did not consider it such ; no, sir. 

Mr. Case. When you spoke about the objective having been at- 
tained—that is, the defeat of Hitler, the defeat of fascism— do you 
mean that people who felt about fascism as you did have not a similar 
feeling now as to Fascist groups or powers? 

Mr. Levison. What Fascist groups or powers, sir? 

Mr. Case. Well, I aril wondering if today people would beattracted 
to communism if they had a feeling that Franco represented a Fascist 
leadership, 

Mr. Levison. I can't speak for people, I can speak for myself, sir. 
I am not. ( L . 

Mr. Case. Then what is your feeling about the proposal o£ the;Sen- 
ate to give military aid to Spain? 

Mr. Levison. That is a different question; If you asked if I was 
attracted to the Communist 3?arty, I.^ould say "No." If you asked 
if I was enthusiastic about it, I would also afty 'Wo; ?> - - 
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Mr. Case. But it would not constitute a reason for you today to 
rejoin the Communist Party? . 
Mr. Levison. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Robert -Gunkel make any further overtures^ 
get you to join the Communist Party after the last conference which, 
you say you had with him ? 

Mr. Levison. No, sir. I believe, from what I read in the* papers, 
there was an article in the Cincinnati papers that Gunkel had left 
Cincinnati and gone to Lexington, Ky., and I guess that is why I 
heard nothing further from him. * * „ 

Mr. Tavenner. Were any overtures niade by any other members 
of the Communist Party to get- you to rejoin the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 

Mx. Tavenner. Tell us about that. 

Mr. Levison. In 1948, 1 was visited at my home*by Ed Biedermann; 
whom we have already mentioned, and Frank Hashmall,, whom I did 
not know and had never seen up to that time. 

Mr.- Wood. Hashmall? 

Mr; Levison. H-a-s-h-m-a-U. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is he the same individual who testified before the' 
committee around the middle of 5 July ? 

Mr. Levison. He was here when I was. I sawhinu 

They came out to my house one evening, and Biedermann told me, 
"This is Hashmall, the new secretary of the party in the county:"' 
After a little talk about the baby, wno was crawling around at thaft 
time, they approached this question again about my coming back into 
the party. I said, "No ; I don't want any part of it." That seemed to 
be the trigger that set off Mr. Hashmall- on a diatribe directed against 
me. Apparently that is all he had come out to do : to, deliver this 1 
diatribe, of his that I, who iad been a prominent member of the party 
before the war, by dropping out of the party and not coming back was 
a traitor to the working class, and so forth. I didnt argue with him ; 
I let him run out, said "Good night" to them, and they^ left. I knew 
there was no point in getting into arguments on that basis. 

Apparently, I might add, it was a sore point with them because 
they seemed to be trying to get people back into the party who had 
been in the Army. They seemed to be putting special emphasis on } 
that, and that seemed to be one point that aggravated them: that 
they couldn't get me back. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you- furnish ;the names to the committee of- 
persons whom you know to be members of the Communist Party in 
Cincinnati or in the State of Ohio ? 

« Mr. Wood. You mean other than those he has already mentioned? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes ; I was going to add, other than those you have 1 
already mentioned. 

Mr. Levison. Whom I knew, you mean ; I don't know now. 
. Mr. Tavenner. Whom you knew to be members during the time 
you were in the Communist Party. 

, :Mr. Levison.* Yes; The following people were known to me at one 
time or another during' the time I was m the Communist Party in; 
the late thirties, ,1940 b -and 19.41. These are in addition to those I have . 
already named : 4 , r ,,*•*..»» ' / , \ ^ : 
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v ^Williaiu- Adler:. He worked at; one of the; shops* in Cincinnati- I 
believe the .J. H. Day Co. At one time I. believe he was head of the 
union there. 

Mr. Kearney.- What union was that? 

Mr.LEvisoN. 1 think it was UnitedSteelworkers, asIrecaEit. 

Mr. Harrison. You spell that A-d-l-e-r ? 

Mr. Levison. Yes, sir. 
m Jacob Aronoff,. A-r-o-n-o-f-f, the husband of Rose Aronoff : He was 
in the Avondale branch, a member of IWO, and not particularly ac- 
tive. He used to go down to gym and exercise, .a weight lifter. 

Fanny Biedermann, Ed Biedermann's wife: She was a-member of 
the Avondale branch, active to some extent in the American League. 
She was not too active at any time. 

Thomas Dowers, the husband of Marjbrie Dowers, active in the 
West End branch and Workers Alliance. 

William Engels: Bill Engels was in charge of circulation of the 
Sunday Worker. That was his particular job. He used to go down 
to the station and pick up the bundle of papers and get them around 
to the people who were going to try to sell the papers on the street 
corner and from house to house. 

Mr. Wood. Will you spell that name, please? 

Mr. Levison. E-n-g-e-l-s. 

Ed Hamilton : I don't believe I have seen Ed Hamilton since 1936 
or 1937. He was around the party at the time I first came into the 
party, and I believe was a member of the county committee of the, 
party before I was; I met him as one of the local leaders of the party. 
That is all I can say about him. 

Louis Linowitz, Lfirn-o-Wri-trZ,, a member of the Avondale branch 
and particularly active, as far as I can recall, only in the North Amer- 
ican Committee To Aid Spanish Democracy. 

Mr. Tavenner.. What was his first name ? 
^ Mr. Levison. Louis, L-o-u-i-s. He was just out of school at thai 
time and was fairly young. He is a commercial artist, I believe. 

Mr. Wood.. I don't believe the spelling of his last name was clear. 

Mr. Levis6n. L-i-n-o-w-i-t-z. 

Charles Moschel. 

Mr. Wood, Spell that, please, sir. 

Mr.LEvisoN. M-o-s-c-h-e-1. He was a considerably older man. He 
worked with Bill Adler at the J. H. Day Co. I don*t recall his doing 
anything particularly other than being around. 

Max Sien. * 

Mr. Wood. Will you spell that? 

Mr. Levison. S-i^e-n, the husband of Belle Sien, and a reporter on 
the Cincinnati Post. 

Waldo Stager, S-t-a-g-e-r. He was a TJE organizer. 

Pete Stark, S-t-a-r-k. He was a man in his fifties, I would say. 
The primary thing he did was sell' the Freiheit, the Yiddish-language 
edition of the Daily Worker. " 

John Grossman, G-r-o-s-s-m-a-n, a member of the Avondale branch, 
active in the American League and the North American Committee. 

Lee Lorch, a student at the University of Cincinnati, and noted more 
for his inactivity than anything else. 

Mr. Wood. Spell that, please, sir. 

Mr. Levison. L-o-r-c-h. 
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Besides the State people from Cleveland we have alreajcty Mentioned, 
the Grattans from Columbus also visited Cincinnati. His^name wsts 
E. S. Grattan, G-r-a-t-t-a-n. He was known.-a's. Sf&ye, He was the 
Columbus or Franklin County organizer for the party, and he came 
down and spoke in Cincinnati during this period. I met him. And 
his wife, Nelrene Grattan, came with him. 

Mr. Wood. What was his wife's first name? 

Mr. Levison. Nelrene, N-e-l-r-e-n-e. She was known as Nell. , 

Mr. Tavenner. Did.you become acquainted with Jqhn Boggs? 

Mr. Levison. There are some-^peopld on the list whom I know as f 
having seen at county-wide meetings, of ^the -party .which were" no1/ 
particularly dosed meetings. T know John Boggs. * I never," that I 
recall, saw him in a unit meeting of thfe party. 

Mr. .Case. In other words, unless you had ;se.eri him in a closed or 
unit meeting of the party, you wouldn't be sure he was a, Communist? 

Mr. Levison. I want to be sure. Mr. Tavenner has 'said, unless I 
am sure, not to mention a name. 

Mr. Case. I think the committee would prefer you not; name them 
unless you saw them in closed meetings of the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. All the persons about whom you have testified were 
persons definitely known by you to have been members of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Levison. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are there any others whose names you have not 
mentioned? ,<< ' " * * . 

Mr. Levison; When I first joined, the party, the county organizer 
was Nathan Feld. 

Mr. Wood. Nathan Feld? 

Mr. Levison. Yes, F-e-l-d, who- le^t Cincinnati. shortly; .thereafter. 
I dont 5 knbw what happened to him subsequently. ^* < - - i 

And in 1940, J believe it was, Herbert*Goldf rank,^ G-Orl^drf-r-arn-k, 
• was sent into Cincinnati by the Stateprganization for a period of spme 
months: to try to* build, the, party in Cincinnati. - His atterhpt vras not 
successful and he was not kept there too long. I believe that was in 
1940. He was supported by the State organization. 

T 'believe iliat is all, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you anything that you (tesiretci state to'the 
committee? 

.Mr. Levison. The only • thing, I could state at this time, sir, is that 
I deeply and sincerely regret some of the tilings that I have done in 
the past. I am "sorry/after giving; the matter thorough consideration, 
that I took tfre position I did here on July i4th in^refosi^ 
questions, andJE thinlr .the committee has been : very 'f air in its approach 
to me and the whole subject. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Walter. No questions.- , t 
. Mr. Wood. Mr. Hairisort ? • 
Mr. Harrison. No. 
Mr. Wood. Mr.. Case? 

Mr. Case. No. * . 
Mr. Wood. General Kearney? 

Mr; Kearney. I would like to ask one< question. Prior to your 
first testimony on July 14th, before you took the stand, were you 
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contacted by any member of the party as to -what your testimony 
should be? - ' 

Mr. Levison, No, sir. 

Mr. KeAknet, Were any threats made to you ? 
MrXiivisoN. NoySir; that is not so. Ihave never been threatened. 
Mr, Hahiuson. No offer was made to furnish you assistance in courts, 
or anything like that? 
Mr. Levison, No. They -have never furnished'me anything* 
Mr, Kearney, Where are you employed now? 
Mr, Levison, Permanent Pigments, 
Mr. Keaknet, What is that? 
Mr, Levison. Manufacturer of artist colors, 

Mi\ KBAftNEY. That was the organization you were connected with 
before you went in service? 
Mr. Levison, Yes, 

Mr. Hakmson. What do you do there, Mr* Levison ? 

Mr, Levison, A little bit of everything, I do some buying; help 
in the administration of the factory; check products, and so forth; 
a little bit of everything from the office end, 

Mr, Wood, I want fco assure you of the deep appreciation of the 
committee for your forthrightness in coming back and giving us this 
information. 

If there are *io further questions by members of the committee, you 
will be' excused' luitil such time as you may be needed further* If 
you are needed further, counsel will advise you, 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like for the record to show that he is con- 
tinued under the same subpena. 

Mr. Wood. Very welL 

This committee will stand adjourned until 10 : 30 tomorrow morn- 
ing* 

(Thereupon, at 12:25 p. m, on Tuesday, August 8 ? 1950, an ad- 
journment was taken until Wednesday^ August 9, 1950, at 10^: 30 a, m,) 
, (The following letters were ordered inserted in the record by the 
chairman:) 

CirccrKiTAa?! 29, Ohio, August 5, 1950. 

Hoe. Johpt S, "Wood, 

House TJtirAmerican Activities Committee* 

Tfouse of Represents fives, Washington, D. G. 

Deah Sib* I have felt deeply hurt by the Levison testimony in wliich it was 
brought out that in ray Jnueh younger- years I was a member of the Communist 
Party in Cincinnati. -I desire to have it put in the record of your committee 
that that association was an indiscretion of my youth, just as it was also m the 
lives of many another of my generation. 

It was a time of depression; a time when Hitler was starting out to take over 
the world To young minds communism looked like the solvent for all the ills 
that troubled us then. Many of us came to bitter disillusion long before com- 
munism became generally reviled as the Un-American thing it is. I left t^e 
nartv in I had been in it about 1 year, There was nothing' formal about 

my leaving it. It was like abandoning something in which I no longer had 
any interest— 1 just walked out. I was never active in the party. 

In Cincinnati I have enjoyed an excellent name in my profession and have 

been active in the cultural life of this community. It is in behalf of my good 

name that I respectfully request that this explanation be made part of the 

official record of your committee. 

Sincerely yours, T ._. 

Lons Lino with. 
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Mr. John Wood, ' Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 16, 1950. 

Souse Committee on Vv^American Activities, 

Washington, D.€. 

Dear Sir: On Friday, July the 14th, in the Cincinnati Post, there was a 
Washington bulletin which listed a Bob Levy as a Communist, and was unidenti- 
fied. I called the paper to have same retracted in time for the Saturday's edi- 
tion and they failed to do so; it was listed by a statement made by Martha 
Edmiston. J 

I am not a Communist, never have been to a meeting of such, therefore this 
has caused me much embarrassment in my business, and as I was born and raised 
in this city, it seems that I am entitled to a retract of said statement or else 

pi. OV©U, 

-*F x?. 0U - c S n help me in any way t0 have this cleared up, I would appreciate 
it to the fullest extent. 

My name is Robert Levy, 7 West Court Street, Cincinnati 2, Ohio. 
Thanking you for your attention in this matter, I am 
Respectfully yours, 

Robert Levy. 
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